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The RPGA LIVING DEATH C a m p a i g n  u s e s
t h e  M a s q u e  o f  t h e  R e d  D e a t h  b o x e d
s e t ,  t h e  RAVENLOFT boxed  s e t  and  AD&D
2 e d  Player ’ s  Handbook a n d  DUNGEON

M ASTER G u i d e.

S t r e n g t h:  T h i s  r e m a i n s  a  m e a s u r e  o f
r aw  phys i ca l  power  and ,  a s  such ,  i s
i m p o r t a n t  f o r  d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  a b i l i t y
to  l i f t  heavy  ob j ec t s  and  i n f l i c t  dam-
age  i n  c lo se  comba t .  S t r eng th  i s  t he
p r ime  r equ i s i t e  f o r  a l l  cha r ac t e r s  o f
the  so ld ie r  c l a s s .

E x c e p t i o n a l  S t r e n g t h:  On ly  so l-
d i e r s ,  t he  Go th i c  Ea r th  equ iva l en t  o f
t h e  w a r r i o r  c l a s s ,  q u a l i f y  f o r
Excep t iona l  S t r eng th  and  i t s  a s soc i a t-
e d  b e n e f i t s .

D a m a g e  A d j u s t m e n t:  Th i s  modi f i-
e r  f u n c t i o n s  i n  m u c h  t h e  s a m e  w a y  a s
in  s t anda rd  AD&D ru le s ;  i t  app l i e s  t o
a l l  d a m a g e  i n f l i c t e d  w i t h  h a n d - h e l d
w e a p o n s .  W e a p o n s  s u c h  a s  c r o s s b o w s
a n d  h a n d g u n s  n e v e r  r e c e i v e  a  b o n u s
o r  p e n a l t y .

Bend  Bars /L i f t  Gates:  Fo r  u se  on
G o t h i c  E a r t h ,  t h i s  e n t r y  m i g h t  b e  b e t-
t e r  desc r ibed  a s  Fea t  o f  Excep t iona l
S t r e n g t h .  A b i l i t y  c h e c k s  s h o u l d  b e
u s e d  f o r  m o s t  t e s t s  o f  p h y s i c a l
S t r eng th .  A  bend  ba r s / l i f t  g a t e s  r o l l
s h o u l d  b e  r e s e r v e d  f o r  o n l y  t h e  m o s t
he ro i c  o f  s i t ua t i ons .

D e x t e r i t y:  D e x t e r i t y  m e a s u r e s  b o t h
h a n d / e y e  c o o r d i n a t i o n  a n d  n a t u r a l
ag i l i ty .  For  cha rac te r s  on  Goth ic  Ear th ,
a  w o r l d  i n  w h i c h  h a n d g u n s  a r e  c o m-
m o n ,  t h e  D e x t e r i t y  s c o r e  a l s o  p r o v i d e s
a n  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  g e n e r a l  m a r k s m a n-
sh ip .  Dex te r i t y  i s  t he  p r ime  r equ i s i t e
f o r  a l l  t r a d e s m a n  c h a r a c t e r s .

R e a c t i o n  A d j u s t m e n t:  Th i s  r a t ing
s e r v e s  a s  a n  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  c h a r a c-
t e r ’ s  qu ickness  o f  ac t ion  in  a  su rp r i s e
s i t u a t i o n .

Miss i le  At tack  Adjus tment :  This
mod i f i e r  r e f l e c t s  t he  accu racy  w i th
w h i c h  a  c h a r a c t e r  c a n  m a k e  m i s s i l e
a t t acks .  I t  i s  used  wi th  a l l  ro l l s  made
f o r  t h r o w n  w e a p o n s  ( s u c h  a s  s p e a r s  o r
k n i v e s ) ,  m i s s i l e  w e a p o n s  ( s u c h  a s
b o w s  o r  c r o s s b o w s )  a n d  f i r e a r m s
( revo lve r s  and  r i f l e s ) .

D e f e n s i v e  A d j u s t m e n t:  Th i s  r a t ing
mod i f i e s  a  cha rac t e r ' s  Armor  C la s s
( A C )  i n  t h e  s a m e  m a n n e r  a s  i n  t h e
s t a n d a r d  A D & D  g a m e .  F i r e a r m s  h a v e
m a d e  t h e  w e a r i n g  o f  m e t a l  a r m o r
o b s o l e t e ;  a  h e r o ' s  D e f e n s i v e
A d j u s t m e n t  i s  v i r t u a l l y  t h e  o n l y  p r o-
t ec t ion  ava i l ab le .  I t  o f fe r s  p ro tec t ion
o n l y  a g a i n s t  a t t a c k s  t h a t  c a n  b e
d o d g e d .  I f  a  c h a r a c t e r  i s  u n a w a r e  o f  a
c o m i n g  a t t a c k  a n d  h a s  n o  o p p o r t u n i t y
t o  d o d g e ,  t h e n  n o  a d j u s t m e n t  i s  m a d e

to  the  base  AC.

C o n s t i t u t i o n:  The  bes t  way  fo r  a
c h a r a c t e r  t o  a v o i d  d e a t h  i s  t o  b e
re s i s t an t  t o  i n ju r i e s  and  i l l nes ses .  The
Cons t i t u t i on  s co re  i nd i ca t e s  t h i s  qua l-
i t y .  Cons t i t u t i on  i s  impor t an t  t o  a l l
c h a r a c t e r s ,  a n d  i s  n o t  a  p r i m e  r e q u i-
s i t e  fo r  any  s ing le  c lass

H i t  P o i n t  A d j u s t m e n t:  Only  so l-
d i e r s  a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  a  b o n u s  o f  + 3  o r
+4  h i t  po in t s  pe r  Hi t  Die .  Al l  o the r
c h a r a c t e r s  a r e  l i m i t e d  t o  a  m a x i m u m
bonus  o f  +2  po in t s  pe r  H i t  D ie .  

S y s t e m  S h o c k:  S y s t e m  S h o c k
c h e c k s  a r e  f a r  l e s s  c o m m o n  o n  G o t h i c
E a r t h ,  e x c e p t  p e r h a p s  f o r  t h o s e  o f  t h e
a d e p t  c l a s s .

R e s u r r e c t i o n  S u r v i v a l:  A  h e r o ' s
in i t i a l  Cons t i tu t ion  sco re  se rves  a s  a
m a x i m u m  l i m i t  t o  t h e  n u m b e r  o f
t i m e s  a  c h a r a c t e r  m a y  b e  r e s u r r e c t e d
f r o m  d e a t h .  S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e
R e s u r r e c t i o n  S u r v i v a l  n u m b e r  i n d i-
c a t e s  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  c h a n c e  t h a t  a
cha rac t e r  w i l l  su rv ive  such  a  phys i ca l-
l y  t r a u m a t i c  e x p e r i e n c e .

Poison  Save:  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e
m y r i a d  t o x i n s  f o u n d  i n  n a t u r e ,  t h e
c h e m i c a l  s c i e n c e s  o f  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s  p r o-
v i d e  c o u n t l e s s  p o i s o n s  u n h e a r d  o f  i n
p r e v i o u s  c e n t u r i e s .  

R e g e n e r a t i o n:  The  use  o f  t h i s  r a t-
ing  i s  iden t i ca l  to  i t s  u se  in  t r ad i t iona l
AD&D games .  Damage  caused  by  f i r e
o r  a c i d  i s  a l m o s t  n e v e r  h e a l e d  b y
r e g e n e r a t i o n .  T h i s  i s
e s p e c i a l l y  i m p o r t a n t
s i n c e  f l a m m a b l e  c h e m i-
c a l s ,  e x p l o s i v e s ,  a n d
h igh ly  caus t i c  chemica l s
a r e  c o m m o n  o n  G o t h i c
E a r t h .

I n t e l l i g e n c e :
I n t e l l i gence  i s  t he  p r ime
requ i s i t e  fo r  a l l  cha rac-
t e r s  o f  t he  adep t  c l a s s .

N u m b e r  o f
L a n g u a g e s:  N o n w e a p o n
p r o f i c i e n c i e s  a r e  u s e d  i n
t h e  LIVING D EATH

C a m p a i g n .  N u m b e r  o f
L a n g u a g e s  r a t i n g  t h e r e-
f o r e  i s  u s e d  a s  b o n u s
p r o f i c i e n c y  s l o t s  r a t h e r
t h a n  a c t u a l  l a n g u a g e s .  A
h e r o  i s  a l w a y s  a s s u m e d
t o  b e  n a t u r a l l y  f l u e n t  i n
h i s  n a t i v e  l a n g u a g e ,  a n d
t h e r e f o r e  n e e d  n o t
s p e n d  a  p r o f i c i e n c y  s l o t
t o  s p e a k ,  r e a d  o r  w r i t e
t h a t  l a n g u a g e .  

Spel l  Leve l:  The  ab i l-
i t y  t o  l e a r n  a n d  c a s t

s p e l l s  i s  a  r a r e  a n d  d a n g e r o u s  t a l e n t .
O n l y  c h a r a c t e r s  o f  t h e  a d e p t  a n d  m y s-
t ic  c lasses  a re  ab le  to  cas t  spe l l s .  The
Spe l l  Leve l  number  i nd i ca t e s  t he  h igh-
es t  l eve l  o f  spe l l  t ha t  can  be  cas t  by  an
a d e p t .

Chance  to  Learn  Spe l l s:  A d e p t s  o n
Go th i c  Ea r th  do  no t  u se  t h i s  r a t i ng .
The  succes s  o r  f a i l u re  o f  l ea rn ing  a
s p e l l  i s  d e t e r m i n e d  t h r o u g h  p r o f i c i e n-
cy  checks .

M a x i m u m  N u m b e r  o f  S p e l l s  p e r
L e v e l:  Adep t  cha rac t e r s  w i l l  s e ldom
l e a r n  e n o u g h  s p e l l s  t o  n e e d  t o  w o r r y
abou t  r each ing  th i s  l imi t .  S t i l l ,  adep t s
a r e  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  r e c o r d  t h i s  n u m b e r
f o r  l a t e r  r e f e r e n c e .

W i s d o m:  W i s d o m  i s  t h e  p r i m e  r e q u i-
s i t e  fo r  mys t ic  charac te rs .  I t  i s  a l so  a
v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  i n  r e s i s t i n g
mind  e f f ec t ing  spe l l s .

Bonus  Spe l l s:  This  s ta t i s t ic  i s  not
u s e d  f o r  h e r o e s  i n  M a s q u e  o f  t h e  R e d
D e a t h campa igns .  No  na t ive  o f  Go th i c
E a r t h  w i l l  e v e r  h a v e  e n o u g h  u n d e r-
s t a n d i n g  o f  m a g i c  t o  e a r n  b o n u s
spe l l s .

C h a r i s m a:  Cha r i sma  i s  a  measu re  o f
p e r s o n a l i t y  a n d  l e a d e r s h i p  a b i l i t y .  A
h i g h  C h a r i s m a  s c o r e  i s  i m p o r t a n t  f o r
a l l  c h a r a c t e r s  t h a t  m u s t  d e a l  r e g u l a r l y
w i t h  s t r a n g e r s .  C h a r i s m a  i s  n o t  a
p r ime  r equ i s i t e  f o r  any  c l a s s .

❏
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The  cha rac t e r  c l a s se s  o f  t he  M a s q u e  o f
t h e  R e d  D e a t h s e t t i ng  a r e  ve ry  d i f f e r-
e n t  f r o m  t h o s e  f o u n d  i n  t h e  

Soldier
Abi l i t y  Score  Requ i remen t :  S t r eng th  9
Pr ime  Requ i s i t e :  S t r eng th

M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  w a r r i o r  c l a s s  u s u-
a l l y  t h o u g h t  o f  a s  t h e  h e r o e s  w h o
s p e n d  n e a r l y  e v e r y  w a k i n g  h o u r  t r a i n-
i ng  fo r  ba t t l e .  A l though  such  wa r r i o r s
a r e  n o t  k n o w n  o n  G o t h i c  E a r t h ,  p r o-
f e s s i o n a l  s o l d i e r s  a r e  f o u n d  o n  e v e r y
c o n t i n e n t  a n d  i n  e v e r y  c u l t u r e .
So ld i e r s  a r e  nea r ly  i den t i ca l  t o  wa r-
r io r s ,  bu t  a  f ew  bas i c  d i f f e r ences  mus t
b e  c o n s i d e r e d .

A so ld ie r  uses  Player ’ s  Handbook
Table  14 :  Warr io r  Exper ience  Leve l s
fo r  de t e rmin ing  expe r i ence  l eve l .  A
s o l d i e r  w h o  h a s  a  S t r e n g t h  s c o r e  o f  1 6
o r  g r e a t e r  r e c e i v e s  a  1 0 %  b o n u s  t o  t h e
n u m b e r  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  p o i n t s  t h a t  t h e
DM awards .  

Spec ia l ty  Weapons :  So ld ie r s  a re
n o t  p e r m i t t e d  t o  s p e c i a l i z e  i n  t h e  u s e
o f  f a v o r e d  w e a p o n s .  T h e  d e g r e e  o f
d e v o t i o n  a n d  t r a i n i n g  r e q u i r e d  t o  s o
fu l l y  mas t e r  a  weapon  i s  no t  cons i s-
t en t  wi th  l i f e  on  Goth ic  Ear th .

Prof ic iency Slo ts :  A sold ier  begins
a  c a r e e r  w i t h  f o u r  w e a p o n  p r o f i c i e n-
c i e s  a n d  t h r e e  n o n w e a p o n  p r o f i c i e n-
c i e s .  O n e  a d d i t i o n a l  w e a p o n  a n d  n o n-
weapon  p ro f i c i ency  s lo t  i s  ga ined  w i th
e v e r y  t h i r d  e x p e r i e n c e  l e v e l  a t t a i n e d .
W h e n  u s i n g  a  w e a p o n ,  w i t h  w h i c h  h e
i s  no t  p ro f ic ien t ,  a  so ld ie r  su f fe r s  a  -2
p e n a l t y  t o  t h e  a t t a c k  r o l l .

M u l t i p l e  A t t a c k s :  A s  a  s o l d i e r
inc reases  in  l eve l ,  he  ga ins  the  ab i l i ty
t o  m a k e  m u l t i p l e  a t t a c k s  p e r  c o m b a t
r o u n d .  T h i s  i s  p l a y e d  i n  a  m a n n e r
iden t i ca l  to  the  ab i l i ty  o f  f igh te r s  in
s t a n d a r d  A D & D .

Adept
Abi l i ty  Score  Requ i rement :
In t e l l i gence  9
Pr ime Requis i te :  In te l l igence

As  men t ioned  p r ev ious ly ,  mag ic  i s
a l l  bu t  unknown on  Goth ic  Ear th .  S t i l l ,
a  f ew  ind iv idua l s  have  s ec r e t l y  kep t
a l i ve  t he  anc i en t  knowledge  o f  spe l l-
c a s t i n g  a n d  m a g i c a l  l o r e .  W h i l e  m a n y
f r a u d s  m i g h t  c l a i m  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e
a r c a n e  a r t s ,  t r u l y  t a l e n t e d  p e o p l e  a r e
f e w  a n d  f a r  b e t w e e n .  A d e p t s  u s e
Player ’ s  Handbook Tab le  20 :  Wiza rd

Exper ience  Leve l s .   An  adep t  who  has
an  In t e l l i gence  s co re  o f  16  o r  g r ea t e r
r e c e i v e s  a  1 0 %  b o n u s  t o  t h e  n u m b e r
o f  e x p e r i e n c e  p o i n t s  t h a t  t h e  D M
a w a r d s .  

P rof ic iency  S lo t s ;  An  adep t  beg ins
a  c a r e e r  w i t h  t w o  w e a p o n  p r o f i c i e n c y
s l o t s  a n d  f i v e  n o n w e a p o n  p r o f i c i e n c y
s l o t s .  A n  a d e p t  g a i n s  o n e  a d d i t i o n a l
w e a p o n  p r o f i c i e n c y  s l o t  w i t h  e v e r y
f i f th  expe r i ence  l eve l .  An  adep t  ga ins
o n e  a d d i t i o n a l  n o n w e a p o n  p r o f i-
c i ency  s lo t  a t  eve ry  th i rd  l eve l .  An
a d e p t  w h o  u s e s  a  w e a p o n  w i t h
which  he  i s  no t  p ro f i c i en t  su f fe r s  a  -
4  p e n a l t y  o n  t h e  a t t a c k  r o l l .  A n
a d e p t  m u s t  d e v o t e  a t  l e a s t  o n e  n o n-
w e a p o n  p r o f i c i e n c y  s l o t  t o  t h e
Spe l lc ra f t  p ro f ic iency .
Spe l l  Use :  Adep t s  a re  the  on ly  cha r-
ac t e r s  ab l e  t o  l e a rn  w iza rd  spe l l s
on  Go th ic  Ea r th .  When  f i r s t  c r e-
a t e d ,  a n  a d e p t  h a s  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o
cas t  on ly  f ive  spe l l s .  These  spe l l s
a r e  c a n t r i p ,  d e t e c t  m a g i c ,  a n d
r e a d  m a g i c  s p e l l s  a n d  o n e  o f f e n-
s i v e  a n d  o n e  d e f e n s i v e  s p e l l
f r o m  t h e  l i s t  p r e s e n t e d  b e l o w .
T h i s  r e p r e s e n t s  a n  i n c o n c e i v-
a b l e  m a s t e r y  o f  t h e  s u p e r n a t-
u r a l  on  Go th i c  Ea r th .  The
n u m b e r  o f  s p e l l s  a n  a d e p t
c a n  c a s t  p e r  d a y  i s  a s  i n  t h e
Player ’ s  Handbook.  Because
o f  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  t i m e  t h e
a d e p t  i s  s p e n d i n g  o n  a c t u a l
miss ions  fo r  the  Whi te  Rose ,
she  ha s  i n su f f i c i en t  t ime  t o
r e s e a r c h  o r  s e a r c h  f o r  n e w
s p e l l s .  T h e r e f o r e  f r o m  t i m e
t o  t i m e  t h e  W h i t e  R o s e
s e n d s  a  s p e l l  t o  t h e  a d e p t .
T h e  a c t u a l  l e a r n i n g  a n d  p r a c t i c e
of  the  spe l l ,  i s  ve ry  per i lous .  Th is
sub j ec t  i s  d i s cus sed  i n  g r ea t e r
d e t a i l  l a t e r  i n  t h i s  m a n u a l .

Mystic
A b i l i t y  S c o r e  R e q u i r e m e n t :
W i s d o m  9
Pr ime  Requ i s i t e :  Wisdom

Member s  o f  t he  mys t i c  c l a s s
t e n d  t o  g a i n  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f
t h e i r  k n o w l e d g e  f r o m  s y s t e m a t i c
s t u d i e s  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s e .  T h e y  a r e
a  h a r d y  f o l k ,  n e a r l y  a s  s t a l w a r t
a s  so ld i e r s  a r e .  The i r  s t udy  o f
t h e  s p i r i t  w o r l d  c a n  m a k e
t h e m  d i s t r a c t e d  a t  t i m e s .

L e v e l  A d v a n c e m e n t :
M y s t i c s  u s e  Player ’ s
H a n d b o o k Table  23 :  P r i e s t

Exper ience  Leve ls .  A mys t ic  who has  a
W i s d o m  s c o r e  o f  1 6  o r  g r e a t e r
r e c e i v e s  a  1 0 %  b o n u s  t o  t h e  n u m b e r
o f  e x p e r i e n c e  p o i n t s  t h a t  t h e  D M
a w a r d s .  

Prof ic iency Slo ts :  A myst ic  begins
w i t h  t w o  w e a p o n  p r o f i c i e n c y  s l o t s  a n d
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f ive  nonweapon  p ro f i c i ency  s lo t s .  A
m y s t i c  g a i n s  o n e  a d d i t i o n a l  w e a p o n
s lo t  wi th  every  f i f th  exper ience  l eve l .
A  m y s t i c  g a i n s  o n e  a d d i t i o n a l  n o n-
weapon  s lo t  a t  eve ry  th i rd  l eve l .  A
m y s t i c  w h o  u s e s  a  w e a p o n  w i t h  w h i c h
he  i s  no t  p ro f i c i en t  su f f e r s  a  –4  pena l-
t y  on  t he  a t t a ck  ro l l .  A  mys t i c  mus t
d e v o t e  a t  l e a s t  o n e  n o n w e a p o n  s l o t  t o
Sp i r i t c ra f t .

Spe l l  Use :  Myst ics  a re  the  only
cha rac t e r s  ab l e  t o  l e a rn  "p r i e s t "  spe l l s
on  Goth ic  Ea r th .  L ike  adep t s ,  t hey
h a v e  s p e n t  m a n y  h o u r s  i n  t h e  s t u d y  o f
l o r e  t h o u g h t  t o  b e  f o r g o t t e n  o r  m y t h i-
c a l .  T h e  m a g i c  t h e y  h a v e  m a s t e r e d ,
wh i l e  i n s ign i f i can t  i n  t e rms  o f  s t an-
d a r d  A D & D  g a m e s ,  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e
c o m m a n d  o f  p o w e r s  f e w  m o r t a l s
wou ld  d r eam o f  on  Go th i c  Ea r th .  A
mys t i c  beg in s  t he  game  w i th  t he  ab i l i-
ty  to  cas t  b l e s s ,  de t ec t  ev i l ,  and  pur i fy
food  & d r ink .   A  Mys t i c  has  minor
a c c e s s  t o  t h e  A l l  s p h e r e  w h e n  t h e y
s t a r t .  T h e y  m u s t  d e c i d e  i f  t h e y  a r e
go ing  t o  s t udy  t he  A l l  sphe re  fo r
m a j o r  a c c e s s  o r  s t a r t  s t u d y  o n  a n o t h-
e r  s p h e r e .  A d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n
m y s t i c s  a n d  s p e l l s  c a n  b e  f o u n d  i n  t h e
c h a p t e r  o n  M a g i c .  T h e  n u m b e r  o f
spe l l s  pe r  day  tha t  a  Mys t i c  can  cas t  i s
t h e  s a m e  a s  i n  t h e  Player ’ s  Handbook.

T u r n i n g  U n d e a d :  A  m y s t i c ' s
k n o w l e d g e  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e

a f t e r l i f e  enab l e s  h im  to  focus  ene rgy
a n d  t u r n  u n d e a d .  I n  g e n e r a l  t h e  r u l e s
f o r  t u r n i n g  u n d e a d  a r e  a s  i s  i n  t h e
r u l e s  i n  t h e  RAVENLOFT C a m p a i g n
Se t t ing .  A  mys t i c  de r ives  th i s  power
n o t  f r o m  g r e a t  f a i t h  i n  a  d e i t y ,  b u t
f r o m  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e  o f
u n d e a d .  S i n c e  t h i s  a b i l i t y  c o m e s  f r o m
a  r i t u a l  a n d  n o t  t h e  p o w e r  o f  a  d e i t y  i t
t a k e s  a  f u l l  r o u n d  t o  p e r f o r m  t h e  r i t u-
a l  s t a r t i n g  o n  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  r o u n d .

Tradesman
Abi l i ty  Score  Requ i rement :  Dex te r i ty  9
Pr ime  Requis i t e :  Dexte r i ty

T r a d e s m a n  c h a r a c t e r s  m a k e  u p
t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  w o r l d ' s  p o p u l a-
t i o n .  C o r n e r  m e r c h a n t s ,  l a b o r e r s ,  a n d
a l l  o the r s  who  make  the  c iv i l i za t ion  o f
Go th i c  Ea r th  run  smoo th ly  f a l l  i n to
th i s  c l a s s .  The  c l a s s  a l so  i nc ludes
t h o s e  f e w  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  o p t  t o  m a k e
a  l i v i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  p u r s u i t  o f  c r i m i-
na l  ac t iv i t i e s .  Charac te r s  wi th  t a l en t s
s imi l a r  t o  t he  rogue  in  t he  AD&D
g a m e  a l s o  q u a l i f y  a s  t r a d e s m e n .

L e v e l  A d v a n c e m e n t :  T r a d e s m e n
u s e  P l a y e r ’ s  H a n d b o o k T a b l e  2 5 :
Rogue  Exper ience  Leve l s .  A  t r adesman
w h o  h a s  a  d e x t e r i t y  s c o r e  o f  1 6  o r
g r e a t e r  r e c e i v e s  a  1 0 %  b o n u s  t o  t h e

n u m b e r  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  p o i n t s  t h a t  t h e
D M  a w a r d s .

P r o f i c i e n c y  S l o t s :  A  t r a d e s m a n
b e g i n s  a  c a r e e r  w i t h  t h r e e  w e a p o n
p r o f i c i e n c y  s l o t s  a n d  s i x  n o n w e a p o n
pro f i c i ency  s lo t s .  A  t r adesman  ga in s
o n e  a d d i t i o n a l  w e a p o n  p r o f i c i e n c y
s l o t  w i t h  e v e r y  f o u r t h  e x p e r i e n c e
l e v e l .  A  t r a d e s m a n  g a i n s  o n e  a d d i t i o n-
a l  n o n w e a p o n  p r o f i c i e n c y  s l o t  a t
e v e r y  t h i r d  l e v e l .  A  t r a d e s m a n  w h o
u s e s  a  w e a p o n  w i t h  w h i c h  h e  i s  n o t
p r o f i c i e n t  s u f f e r s  a  - 3  p e n a l t y  o n  t h e
a t t ack  ro l l .

Specia l ty  Ski l l s :  Jus t  as  the  ar t  of
w e a p o n  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  h a s  d i s a p-
pea r ed  i n  t he  wor ld  o f  Go th i c  Ea r th  so
t o o  h a v e  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  T h i e v i n g
Ski l ls  of  the  AD&D game.  These ski l ls
a r e  n o w  h a n d l e d  a s  p r o f i c i e n c i e s .
C o m p l e t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  p r o f i c i e n-
c i e s  i s  p r e sen t ed  be low.

❏
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I n  g e n e r a l ,  n o n w e a p o n  p r o f i c i e n c i e s
a r e  t r e a t e d  i n  e x a c t l y  t h e  s a m e  m a n-
ne r  a s  i n  t he  t r ad i t i ona l  AD&D game .
T h e  t a b l e  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h i s  g u i d e  p r o-
v ides  a  comple te  l i s t  o f  the  sk i l l s  ava i l-
a b l e  t o  LIVING DEATH Heroes .  The  p ro f i-
c i e n c i e s  h a v e  a l s o  b e e n  g r o u p e d  i n  a
d i f f e r e n t  m a n n e r  f r o m  t h e  A D & D  c o r e
r u l e s ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  b e t t e r  r e f l e c t  t h e
w o r l d  o f  G o t h i c  E a r t h  a n d  t h e  1 8 9 0 s .
N o t e  t h a t  e a c h  c h a r a c t e r  c l a s s  h a s
acces s  t o  two  p ro f i c i ency  g roups  a t
the  cos t  l i s t ed  in  the  t ab les .  I f  a  p l aye r
wi shes  t o  g ive  a  cha rac t e r  a  p ro f i c i en-
c y  o u t s i d e  t h o s e  g r o u p s ,  s u c h  a  p r o f i-
c i e n c y  c o s t s  o n e  s l o t  m o r e  t h a n  t h e
number  o f  s l o t s  l i s t ed  i n  t he  t ab l e .  

N o n w e a p o n  P r o f i c i e n c y
D e s c r i p t i o n s :  A l t h o u g h  m a n y  o f  t h e
p ro f i c i enc i e s  s e t  down  in  t he  o r ig ina l
A D & D  r u l e s  a r e  u n c h a n g e d  i n  M a s q u e
o f  t h e  R e d  D e a t h ,  s e v e r a l  n e e d  f u r t h e r
exp l ana t i on  o r  s l i gh t  mod i f i c a t i on  fo r
use  on  Go th i c  Ea r th .  I n  add i t i on ,  new
pro f i c i enc i e s  need  t o  be  fu l l y  de f ined .
A  ca re fu l  s t udy  o f  t he  p ro f i c i ency
tab le  wi l l  a l so  r evea l  t ha t  some  p ro f i-
c i e n c i e s  h a v e  b e e n  d e l e t e d  b e c a u s e
t h e y  a r e  n o t  u s e d  o n  G o t h i c  E a r t h .
P r o f i c i e n c y  d e s c r i p t i o n s  a r e  p r o v i d e d
f o r  t h o s e  t h a t  a r e  c h a n g e d  f r o m  t h e
Player ’ s  Handbook a n d  f o r  n e w  o n e s .
C h e c k  t h e  c h a r t  o n  p a g e  3 1  f o r  a  c o m-
ple te  l i s t ing  of  ava i lab le  p rof ic ienc ies .

A c a d e m i c i a n This  sk i l l  ident i f ies  a
c h a r a c t e r  w h o  i s  a  t r a i n e d  e d u c a t o r
and  who  i s  f ami l i a r  w i th  t he  s cho la s t i c
e n v i r o n m e n t .  T h e  A c a d e m i c i a n  s k i l l
c a n  b e  u s e d  a s  a  g e n e r a l  c h e c k  w h e n-
e v e r  t h e  h e r o e s  t o  o b t a i n  i n f o r m a t i o n
m u s t  u s e  a n  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  l e a r n i n g .
Agr icu l tu re  Th i s  p ro f i c i ency  iden t i f i e s
a  he ro  as  a  sk i l l ed  fa rmer .  Th i s  sk i l l
a l so  bes tows  knowledge  o f  g rowing
cyc l e s ,  c rop  pe s t s ,  ha rves t  t e chn iques ,
a n d  t h e  l i k e .

A l c h e m y T h i s  p r o f i c i e n c y  i s  t h e
s u p e r n a t u r a l  e q u i v a l e n t  o f  t h e  c h e m-
i s t ry  sk i l l .  I t  p rov ides  a  he ro  wi th  a
chance  t o  i den t i fy  t he  e f f ec t  o f  mag i-
c a l  p o t i o n s  t h a t  m a y  b e  e n c o u n t e r e d
i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  a d v e n t u r i n g .
W h e n e v e r  s u c h  a n  u n k n o w n  p o t i o n  i s
f o u n d ,  t h e  h e r o  c a n  s p e n d  o n e  t u r n
( 1 0  m i n u t e s )  e x a m i n i n g  t h e  e l i x i r .  T h e
DM then  makes  a  p ro f i c i ency  check .  I f
t he  check  i s  succes s fu l ,  t he  he ro  l ea rns
t h e  g e n e r a l  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  p o t i o n .  A s
t h i s  i s  a  t o u r n a m e n t  c a m p a i g n  t h e r e ,
m a y  b e  t i m e s  w h e n  t h e  j u d g e  w i l l  n o t

k n o w  t h e  e x a c t  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  l i q u i d  ( i f
i t  i s  a  un ique  i t em) .  I f  the  check  i s
f a i l ed ,  t he  he ro  i s  unab l e  t o  i den t i fy
t h e  p o t i o n .  T h e  D M  c a n  s i m p l y  i n f o r m
t h e  p l a y e r  t h a t  t h e  a t t e m p t  f a i l e d .  I f
t h e  d i e  r o l l  i s  a n  u n m o d i f i e d  2 0 ,  h o w-
e v e r ,  t h e  h e r o  m i s j u d g e s  t h e  p o t i o n
a n d  b e l i e v e s  i t  t o  b e  s o m e t h i n g  o t h e r
than  i t  i s .  I f  t he  po t i on  i s  haza rdous  o r
even  tox i c ,  t h i s  can  be  a  c ruc i a l  b lun-
d e r .  T h e  D M  m u s t  d e c i d e  w h e t h e r  t o
d e s c r i b e  t h e  m i s j u d g e d  p o t i o n  i n  g e n-
e ra l  t e rms  o r  t o  iden t i fy  i t  a s  a  spec i f-
i c  concoc t ion .
An ima l  Husbandry  Th i s  sk i l l  i nd i ca t e s
t h a t  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  i s  c o n v e r s a n t  w i t h
b o t h  t h e  t r a i n i n g  a n d  h a n d l i n g  o f
d o m e s t i c a t e d  a n i m a l s .  A s  s u c h ,  i t
comb ines  and  r ep l ace s  t he  sk i l l s  o f
A n i m a l  H a n d l i n g  a n d  A n i m a l  T r a i n i n g
i n  t h e  Player ’ s  Handbook.  The  DM
s h o u l d  b e  a w a r e  t h a t  t h e  k n o w l e d g e
assoc ia t ed  wi th  th i s  sk i l l  p r imar i ly
r e g a r d s  d o m e s t i c a t e d  a n i m a l s .
A t t e m p t s  t o  t r a i n  m a t u r e  w i l d  a n i m a l s
shou ld  su f f e r  a  -2  pena l ty  pe r  H i t  D ie
o f  t h e  c r e a t u r e .

A p p r a i s i n g I f  an  app ra i sa l  check  i s
success fu l ,  the  va lue  o f  an  i t em i s  e s t i-
ma t ed  w i th in  10% o f  i t s  a c tua l  va lue
( a c t u a l  v a l u e  i s  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  t h e
DM).  I f  the  ro l l  i s  fa i led ,  the  charac-
t e r ' s  e s t ima te  i s  i nco r r ec t  by  50% o f
t h e  i t e m ' s  a c t u a l  v a l u e .  O n  a n  u n m o d-
i f i ed  ro l l  o f  20 ,  the  charac te r  i s  wi ld ly
o f f  i n  t he  e s t ima t ion  o f  t he  va lue
( D M ' s  d e t e r m i n a t i o n ) .  O n  a n  u n m o d i-
f i ed  ro l l  o f  1 ,  t he  cha rac t e r ' s  e s t ima te
i s  wi th in  1% of  the  ac tua l  va lue .

A r c h a e o l o g y Thi s  p ro f i c i ency  i nd i-
c a t e s  t h a t  a  c h a r a c t e r  i s  f a m i l i a r  n o t
o n l y  w i t h  t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  p a s t ,  b u t
a l s o  t h e  t e c h n i q u e s  b y  w h i c h  s u c h
i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  a c q u i r e d .

A r t i l l e r y i t  a l l o w s  a  h e r o  t o  o p e r a t e
t h e  a r t i l l e r y  o f  t h e  p e r i o d ,  p r i m a r i l y
c a n n o n s  a n d  G a t l i n g  g u n s .  A  h e r o  w h o
d e v o t e s  o n e  s l o t  t o  t h e  s t u d y  o f
a r t i l l e ry  i s  ab l e  t o  l oad ,  c l ean ,  and  o th-
e rw i se  ca r e  f o r  such  a  weapon ,  bu t  i s
no t  su f f i c i en t ly  sk i l l ed  to  ac tua l ly  a im
i t  w i th  any  g rea t  sk i l l .  Wi th  the  devo-
t i on  o f  a  s econd  s l o t ,  h e  becomes  a
f u l l y  q u a l i f i e d  g u n n e r  w h o  m a y  d i r e c t
t h e  f i r e  o f  h e a v y  w e a p o n s  a g a i n s t
e n e m y  p o s i t i o n s .

A r t i s a n This  sk i l l  i s  based  on  the
desc r ip t ion  fo r  Ar t i s t i c  Abi l i ty  p re-

sented in the PLAYER’S HANDBOOK.
When  th i s  p ro f i c i ency  i s  s e l ec t ed ,  t he
p l aye r  mus t  choose  a  spec i f i c  f o rm  o f
a r t i s t i c  exp re s s ion  fo r  t he  he ro .  Ar t
f o r m s  m i g h t  i n c l u d e  p a i n t i n g ,  d r a w-
i n g ,  s c u l p t i n g ,  n e e d l e c r a f t ,  p o e t r y
w r i t i n g ,  o r  o t h e r  m e d i a  o f  t h e  p l a y e r ' s
cho i ce .  The  a r t i s an  p ro f i c i ency  migh t
a l s o  b e  c o m b i n e d  w i t h  a n o t h e r  p r o f i-
c i e n c y ,  s u c h  a s  p h o t o g r a p h y  o r  w e a v-
i n g ,  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  i s
n o t  m e r e l y  c o m p e t e n t  i n  s u c h  a  f i e l d ,
bu t  i s  so  sk i l l ed  as  to  c rea te  works  o f
a r t .

A r i t h m o l o g y This  i s  t he  p rac t i ce  o f
f i nd - ing  t he  numer i ca l  va lue s  o f  l e t-
t e r s ,  w o r d s ,  a n d  n a m e s ,  a n d  u s i n g
t h o s e  v a l u e s  i n  m a g i c a l  e q u a t i o n s  t o
d i s c o v e r  t r u t h s  a b o u t  t h e  s u b j e c t .
N a m e s ,  e v e n  a s s u m e d  n a m e s ,  c a r r y
p o w e r ,  a n d  k n o w i n g  t h e  v a l u e s  o f
t h e s e  n a m e s  g r a n t s  p o w e r  o v e r  t h e
n a m e d  i n d i v i d u a l .  I n  g a m e  t e r m s ,
u s ing  Ar i t hmo logy  t o  f i nd  t he  va lue  o f
a  sub j ec t ' s  name  ( r ea l  o r  g iven )  g ives
the  sub j ec t  a  -2  pena l ty  on  a l l  s av ing
t h r o w s  a g a i n s t  t h e  s p e l l - c a s t e r ' s
m a g i c .  I f  t h e  t r u e  n a m e  o f  a n  o u t e r-
p l a n e s  c r e a t u r e  i s  k n o w n  a n d  c a l c u l a t-
e d ,  t h i s  p e n a l t y  b e c o m e s  - 4 .
A r i t h m o l o g y  h a s  t w o  r e q u i r e m e n t s
a s ide  f rom knowledge  o f  t he  c r a f t :
ma te - r i a l s  and  t ime .  Ma te r i a l s  a r e  ea s-
i l y  a c q u i r e d :  p a p e r  a n d  w r i t i n g  u t e n-
s i l s ,  a n d  p e r h a p s  a  b o o k  o f  t a b l e s  a n d
a n  a b a c u s .  T h e  t i m e  f a c t o r  c a n  b e
m o r e  p r o h i b - i t i v e .  W h e n  u s i n g  t h e
Ar i t hmo logy  p ro - f i c i ency ,  t he  p l aye r
m u s t  a d d  t h e  n u m e r o l o g i c a l  v a l u e  o f
the  sub jec t ' s  name  (where  A=  1 ,  B=2 ,
e t c . ) .  The  sum of  the  l e t t e r s  i s  t he  to t a l
n u m b e r  o f  r o u n d s  t h e  c a l c u l a t i o n  w i l l
t a k e .

For instance, BENJAMIN HARRI-
SON (U.S .  P res iden t  f rom 1889-1893)
h a s  a  n u m e r i c a l  v a l u e  o f  1 7 0 .  T h i s
t r a n s l a t e s  t o  2  h o u r s ,  5 0  m i n - u t e s  f o r
p ro f i c i ency  u se .  
On ly  pa r t  o f  a  name ,  o r  an  a l i a s ,  p ro -
v i d e s  a p p r o p r i a t e  n e g a t i v e  m o d i f i e r s
t o  t he  p ro f i c i ency  check :

A l i a s - 1 0
L a s t  n a m e  o n l y - 8
O n e  m i s s i n g  n a m e - 4

I n  a n y  e v e n t ,  i t s  u s e r  m u s t  b e  f r e e
f r o m  d i s t r a c t i o n s ,  m a k i n g
A r i t h m o l o g y  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  u s e  i n  c o m-
b a t .  P r a c t i t i o n - e r s  s h o u l d  d i s c o v e r
n e c e s s a r y  n a m e s  a n d  e q u a t i o n s  b e f o r e

Masque of the Red Death
Non-weapon Proficiencies
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c o n f r o n t i n g  a n  e n e m y .  B e c a u s e
A r i t h m o l o g y  t a p s  i n t o  t h e  m a g i c a l
ene rg i e s  o f  t he  wor ld ,  any  u se  o f  t h i s
p ro f i c i ency  r equ i r e s  a  Powers  Check .
T h i s  c h e c k  i s  m a d e  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e
r e q u i r e d  c a l c u l a t i o n  t i m e .  I n  m o s t
cases  t h i s  check  has  a  base  o f  1% pe r
h o u r  s p e n t  t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e  p r o c e s s .  I f
t h e  c r e a t u r e  i s  o f  a  m a g i c a l  n a t u r e  o r
a  s p e l l c a s t e r  t h e n  t h e  c h e c k  i s  b a s e d
on  t he  number  o f  h i t  d i c e  o f  t he  NPC.
I f  t he  he ro  who  ha s  Ar i t hmo logy  a l so
pos se s se s  t he  P rognos t i c a t i on  p ro f i-
c i e n c y ,  A r i t h m o l - o g y  m a y  b e  u s e d
w i t h  n u m e r o l o g y  t o  d i v i n e  t h e  f u t u r e .
A  h e r o  w h o  k n o w s  b o t h  p r o f i c i e n c i e s
g a i n s  a  + 2  b o n u s  w h e n  u s i n g
Prognos t i c a t i on .  

A s t r o n o m y Thi s  p ro f i c i ency  i nd i-
ca t e s  a  so l i d  knowledge  o f  t he  r ap id ly
growing  sc i ence  o f  s t e l l a r  obse rva t ion .
This  sk i l l  a l lows  a  hero  to  iden t i fy
c e l e s t i a l  b o d i e s  a n d  t o  p r e d i c t  u p c o m-
ing  s t e l l a r  even t s  such  a s  ec l i p se s  and
m e t e o r  s h o w e r s .  C h a r a c t e r s  w i t h  t h i s
sk i l l  ga in  a  bonus  t o  t he  Nav iga t ion
p r o f i c i e n c y ,  a d d i n g  a  +  1  b o n u s  t o  a
Nav iga t i on  check .

A t h l e t i c s T h i s  p r o f i c i e n c y  r e q u i r e s
tha t  t he  cha rac t e r  s e l ec t  a  spec i f i c
spor t  o r  sk i l l  a s  the  bas i s  o f  the  p ro f i-
c i e n c y .  T h e  e x a c t  b e n e f i t s  o f  t h e
se lec ted  spor t ,  a s  we l l  a s  the  ab i l i ty
s c o r e  u p o n  w h i c h  c h e c k s  w i l l  b e  m a d e ,
i s  u p  t o  t h e  D u n g e o n  M a s t e r .  I t  s h o u l d
b e  k e p t  i n  m i n d  t h a t  m a n y  s p o r t s  c o n-
s i d e r e d  c o m m o n  o n  m o d e r n - d a y
e a r t h  h a v e  n o t  y e t  b e e n  i n v e n t e d  i n
t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s ,  a n d  o t h e r s  ( s u c h  a s  b a s e-
b a l l )  a r e  j u s t  s t a r t i n g  t o  b e c o m e  p o p u-
l a r  on  a  na t i ona l  s ca l e .

B a c k s t a b b i n g t h i s  p r o f i c i e n c y
rep laces  t he  spec i a l  ab i l i t y  o f  t he  s ame
name .  A  he ro  wi th  th i s  sk i l l  ga ins  a  +4
b o n u s  t o  a l l  a t t a c k  r o l l s  m a d e  w i t h
s u r p r i s e  a g a i n s t  t h e  o p p o n e n t ' s  r e a r .
I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a  b a c k s t a b  i n f l i c t s  a
g r e a t e r  a m o u n t  o f  d a m a g e  d e p e n d i n g
on  the  he ro ’ s  l eve l ,  a s  shown be low:

L e v e l  C h a r a c t e r Dmg Mul t
1 - 4 2 x
5 - 8 3 x
9 - 1 2 4 x
1 3 + 5 x

A l l  o f  t h e  n o r m a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  a n d
r e s t r i c t i o n s  l a i d  d o w n  i n  t h e  Player’s
H a n d b o o k a p p l y  t o  c h a r a c t e r s  u s i n g
backs t abb ing  a t t a cks  on  Go th i c  Ea r th .

B i o l o g y Bio logy  invo lves  the  s tudy  o f
a l l  l i v ing  th ings ,  i nc lud ing  humans .  A
charac te r  wi th  the  b io logy  sk i l l  wi l l
h a v e  a  g e n e r a l  k n o w l e d g e  o f  p l a n t s
a n d  c r e a t u r e s  a n d  t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n s
b e t w e e n  t h e m .  S u c h  a  c h a r a c t e r  w i l l
h a v e  a  w o r k i n g  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e

h u m a n  b o d y ,  a n d  m a y  b e  a b l e  t o
d i a g n o s e  s i m p l e  c o m m o n  d i s e a s e s .   A
cha rac t e r  w i th  t he  B io logy  p ro f i c i ency
g a i n s  a  +  1  b o n u s  t o  a t t e m p t s  t o  r e n-
d e r  f i r s t  a i d  ( a s  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  t h e
DM).

B o t a n y C h a r a c t e r s  w i t h  t h i s  s k i l l
h a v e  e x t e n s i v e  k n o w l e d g e  o f  p l a n t
a n a t o m y ,  v a r i e t i e s ,  b y p r o d u c t s ,  p r o p-
aga t ion ,  hyb r id i za t i on ,  and  d i s ea se s .  A
c h a r a c t e r  t h a t  h a s  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g
o f  b o t a n y  m a y  a t t e m p t  a  p r o f i c i e n c y
check  t o  i den t i fy  any  spec i e s  o f  p l an t
e n c o u n t e r e d .

Th i s  p ro f i c i ency  a l so  p rov ides  a  +
1  b o n u s  t o  a n y  a t t e m p t  b y  t h e  c h a r a c-
t e r  t o  c rea t e  a  po i son  ( see  Tox ico logy)
t h a t  i s  d e r i v e d  f r o m  a  p l a n t .

C h e m i s t r y A  c h a r a c t e r  w i t h  a  p r o f i-
c i ency  in  chemis t ry  i s  ab l e  t o  i den t i fy
a n d  c r e a t e  c h e m i c a l  c o m p o u n d s .  T h i s
i n c l u d e s  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  r u n  t e s t s  t h a t
wi l l  i den t i fy  t he  compos i t i on  o f  a  sub-
s t a n c e ,  s o  t h a t  a  b l o o d  s p o t  m i g h t  b e
i d e n t i f i e d  a s  s o m e t h i n g  o t h e r  t h a n
d a r k  r e d  p a i n t .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  c h e m i c a l
c o m p o u n d s  s u c h  a s  e x p l o s i v e s  o r  p o i-
s o n s  c a n  b e  m a n u f a c t u r e d  ( a s s u m i n g
t h a t  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  h a s  s u f f i c i e n t  m a t e-
r i a l s ,  l a b  e q u i p m e n t ,  a n d  t i m e  t o
work) .  The  in i t i a l  purchase  o f  th i s  sk i l l
a l l o w s  a  c h a r a c t e r  t o  p e r f o r m  c h e m i-
ca l  ana ly s i s  o f  ex i s t i ng  compounds
a n d  m i x  c h e m i c a l s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  p r e-
d e t e r m i n e d  f o r m u l a e  i f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r
h o p e s  t o  s u c c e s s f u l l y  c o n c o c t  n e w
c o m p o u n d s ;  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  s l o t  m u s t
b e  a l l o c a t e d .  O n e  s l o t  s h o u l d  b e  c o n-
s ide r  the  equ iva len t  o f  a  BA two  an  MA
a n d  t h r e e  a  D o c t o r a t e .

C l i m b  W a l l s T h i s  p r o f i c i e n c y
rep laces  the  th i e f  sk i l l  o f  t he  same
n a m e .  W h e n  u s e d  s u c c e s s f u l l y ,  i t
a l lows  a  cha rac te r  t o  sca le  v i r tua l ly
sheer  wal l s .  Heroes  wi th  th i s  sk i l l  a re
a b l e  t o  c l i m b  a t  t h e  s a m e  r a t e  a s  a n
A D & D  g a m e  t h i e f  ( s e e  T i m e  a n d
M o v e m e n t  i n  t h e  Player ’ s  Handbook) .
W h e n e v e r  a  t h i e f  c h a r a c t e r  w o u l d  b e
c a l l e d  u p o n  t o  m a k e  a  r o l l  a g a i n s t  h i s
Cl imb Wal ls  ab i l i ty  in  an  AD&D game,
y o u  n o w  m u s t  m a k e  a  p r o f i c i e n c y
c h e c k .  W h e n  m a k i n g  t h i s  c h e c k ,  t h e
DM wi l l  need  t o  app ly  t he  mod i f i e r s
l i s t ed  i n  Player ’ s  Handbook T a b l e  6 6 :
Cl imbing  Modi f ie r s .  S ince  these  a re
g i v e n  a s  p e r c e n t a g e s ,  a  q u i c k  c o n v e r-
s i o n  m u s t  b e  m a d e ,  s o  t h a t  e v e r y  5 %
b o n u s  o r  p e n a l t y  e q u a t e s  t o  a  1  p o i n t
mod i f i e r  t o  t he  p ro f i c i ency  check .  

C l o c k w o r k A  c h a r a c t e r  w i t h  t h i s
p ro f i c i ency  i s  sk i l l ed  wi th  sma l l  mech-
an i sms  s imi l a r  t o  t hose  u sed  i n  c locks
and  mus i c  boxes .  Wi th  t he  r i gh t  t oo l s ,
t h e  c h a r a c t e r  c a n  u s e  t h i s  t a l e n t  t o
cons t ruc t  c locks ,  wa tches ,  o r  s imi l a r
t i m i n g  m e c h a n i s m s .  I n  a  c a s e  i n  w h i c h
a  t r a p  i s  f a s h i o n e d  f r o m  s u c h  c o m p o-
n e n t s ,  t h e  D M  m a y  a l l o w  a  c h a r a c t e r
w i th  t h i s  sk i l l  an  a t t emp t  t o  d i s a rm  i t
(pos s ib ly  w i th  a  nega t ive  mod i f i e r  t o
success ) .  The  in i t i a l  a l loca t ion  o f  one
s lo t  to  th i s  sk i l l  a l lows  the  charac te r  to
m a i n t a i n  a n d  r e p a i r  d e v i c e s  o f  t h i s
n a t u r e .  I f  n e w  d e v i c e s  a r e  t o  b e
d e s i g n e d  a n d  b u i l t ,  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  s l o t
m u s t  b e  a l l o c a t e d .

C r i m i n o l o g y T h e  s t u d y  o f  c r i m e
a n d  i t s  h i s t o r y  c a n  b e  o f  g r e a t  i m p o r-
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t a n c e  t o  a n  a d v e n t u r e r  o n  G o t h i c
Ea r th .  A t  a  c r ime  scene ,  a  cha rac t e r
wi th  th i s  t a l en t  wi l l  gene ra l ly  be  ab le
t o  n o t i c e  c l u e s  t h a t  o t h e r s  m a y  m i s s
( i f  such  c lues  ex is t ,  o f  course) .  Such  a
c h a r a c t e r  m a y  a l s o  h a v e  a n  a d v a n t a g e
in  work ing  w i th  l oca l  l aw  en fo rcemen t
a g e n c i e s .

D e m o l i t i o n Heroes  sk i l l ed  wi th  the
u s e  o f  d y n a m i t e  a n d  s i m i l a r  e x p l o s i v e
d e v i c e s  c a n  u s e  t h e m  t o  c o l l a p s e
b r i d g e s ,  h o u s e s ,  a n d  o t h e r  s t r u c t u r e s .
W h e n e v e r  a  h e r o  a t t e m p t s  t o  s e t  a n
exp los ive  cha rge ,  a  p ro f i c i ency  check
m u s t  b e  m a d e  t o  a v o i d  m i s h a p .  A  n o n-
p ro f i c i en t  cha rac t e r  u s ing  exp los ive s
m u s t  m a k e  a n  I n t e l l i g e n c e  c h e c k  w i t h
a  - 4  m o d i f i e r  t o  p e r f o r m  t h e  s a m e
fea t .  I f  a  check  fa i l s ,  t he  number  o f
po in t s  by  wh ich  i t  was  mi s sed  i nd i-
ca t e s  t he  s eve r i t y  o f  t he  mi shap ,  a s
d e t e r m i n e d  b y  t h e  D M .  I f  t h e  c h e c k
fa i l s  by  on ly  1  o r  2  po in t s ,   t he  cha rge
may  s imply  f a i l  t o  de tona te .  A  ro l l
t h a t  f a i l s  b y  3  o r  4  p o i n t s  m i g h t  i n d i-
c a t e  u n f o r e s e e n  c o l l a t e r a l  d a m a g e ;  a
r o l l  t h a t  f a i l s  b y  5  p o i n t s  o r  m o r e
m i g h t  i n d i c a t e  a  p r e m a t u r e  e x p l o s i o n
t h a t  i n j u r e s  o r  k i l l s  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  s e t-
t i ng  t he  cha rge .  On ly  a  he ro  w i th  t h i s
p r o f i c i e n c y  c a n  p l a c e  a  c h a r g e  f o r
m a x i m u m  e f f e c t .  T o  r e f l e c t  t h a t ,
w h e n e v e r  a  d a m a g e  d i e  f o r  a  s e t
c h a r g e  c o m e s  u p  s i x  i t  i s  a d d e d  t o  t h e
d a m a g e  t o t a l  a n d  t h e n  r e r o l l e d  f o r
a d d i t i o n a l  d a m a g e .  T h r o w n  s t i c k s  o f
d y n a m i t e  d o  n o t  g e t  t h i s  b o n u s .

D e t e c t  N o i s e This  p ro f i c i ency  i s
used  in  p lace  o f  the  th i e f  sk i l l  o f  the
s a m e  n a m e .  T h e  D M  s h o u l d  a p p l y
a p p r o p r i a t e  m o d i f i e r s  f o r  s u c h  t h i n g s
a s  b a c k g r o u n d  n o i s e ,  p h y s i c a l
o b s t r u c t i o n s  a n d  s i m i l a r  c o n d i t i o n s .

E l e c t r i c i t y The  wonde r s  o f  e l ec t r i c i-
t y  a r e  s w e e p i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  w o r l d  o f
Go th i c  Ea r th .  Ha rd ly  a  day  goes  by
t h a t  a  n e w  u s e  i s  n o t  f o u n d  f o r  t h i s
r e c e n t l y  h a r n e s s e d  p o w e r  s o u r c e .
W i t h  t h i s  s k i l l ,  a  c h a r a c t e r  c a n  u n d e r-
s t a n d  a n d  d e s i g n  v a r i o u s  m a c h i n e s
t h a t  d e p e n d  u p o n  e l e c t r i c i t y  f o r  t h e i r
o p e r a t i o n .  T h e  i n i t i a l  p u r c h a s e  o f  t h i s
s k i l l  a l l o w s  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  t o  u n d e r-
s t a n d  a n d  r e p a i r  s u c h  m a c h i n e s .  I f  t h e
c h a r a c t e r  w i s h e s  t o  d e s i g n  a n d  b u i l d
e lec t r i ca l  dev ices ,  an  add i t iona l  s lo t
mus t  be  a l l oca t ed  to  t he  sk i l l .

E n g i n e e r i n g A  c h a r a c t e r  w i t h  t h i s
s k i l l  i s  a s s u m e d  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  u n d e r-
s t a n d ,  d e s i g n ,  a n d  b u i l d  c o m p l e x
m a c h i n e s  u s i n g  t h e  m o s t  m o d e r n
a d v a n c e s  o f  1 8 9 0 ' s  s c i e n c e .  F o r  t h e
m o s t  p a r t ,  s t e a m  e n g i n e s  o r  s i m i l a r
m e c h a n i s m s  s u c h  a s  w a t e r  w h e e l s  o r
windmi l l s  wi l l  power  these  dev ices .
The  in i t i a l  purchase  o f  th i s  sk i l l  a l lows
a  c h a r a c t e r  t o  m a i n t a i n  a n d  r e p a i r

c o m p l e x  m e c h a n i s r n s .  I f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r
i s  t o  u n d e r t a k e  d e s i g n  a n d  c o n s t r u c-
t i o n  t a s k s ,  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  s l o t  m u s t  b e
a l l o c a t e d .  P e r s o n s  w i s h i n g  t o  b e
s k i l l e d  i n  t h e  m a n u f a c t u r e  a n d  o p e r a-
t ion  o f  e l ec t r i ca l  mach ines  wi l l  need  to
purchase  the  E lec t r i c i t y  p ro f i c i ency .

E q u e s t r i a n This  sk i l l  r ep laces  the
Land-based  Rid ing  p ro f i c i ency .  Unless
o t h e r w i s e  s t a t e d  b y  a  p l a y e r  a t  t h e
t i m e  t h e  s l o t  i s  a l l o c a t e d ,  t h e
E q u e s t r i a n  p r o f i c i e n c y  i n c l u d e s  o n l y
hor ses ,  came l s ,  and  s imi l a r  an ima l s .  A
p l a y e r  w h o  w i s h e s  a  c h a r a c t e r  t o  b e
p r o f i c i e n t  i n  t h e  r i d i n g  o f  p a c h y d e r m s
o r  o t h e r  u n u s u a l  m o u n t s  m a y  d o  s o
by  de f in ing  t he  sk i l l  and  a l l oca t i ng  an
add i t iona l  s lo t  t o  i t  when  in i t i a l ly
a c q u i r e  t h e  p r o f i c i e n c y .
F i n d  a n d  R e m o v e  T r a p s  L i k e  t h e  o t h e r
s k i l l s  n o r m a l l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h
t h i e v e s ,  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  f i n d  a n d  r e m o v e
t r aps  i s  t r e a t ed  a s  a  p ro f i c i ency  i n
Masque  o f  the  Red  Dea th  ru les .  I t  i s
o t h e r w i s e  a d j u d i c a t e d  j u s t  a s  i t s
A D & D  g a m e  c o u n t e r p a r t .

F o r b i d d e n  L o r e Like  the  His to ry
p r o f i c i e n c y ,  t h i s  s k i l l  i n d i c a t e s  a
knowledge  o f  even t s  l ong  pas t .  Whi l e
t h e  f o r m e r  p r o f i c i e n c y  i s  i n t e n d e d  t o
show tha t  a  cha r ac t e r  i s  f ami l i a r  w i th
w r i t t e n ,  d o c u m e n t e d  f a c t s ,  t h o s e  w h o
c a r r y  t h e  F o r b i d d e n  L o r e  p r o f i c i e n c y
a r e  a s s u m e d  t o  h a v e  s t u d i e d  t h e  s i n i s-
t e r  a n d  m a c a b r e  s e c r e t s  t h a t  m a n k i n d
has  chosen  t o  f o rge t .  Whi l e  a  cha r ac-
te r  wi th  the  His to ry  sk i l l  migh t  we l l
k n o w  a  g r e a t  d e a l  a b o u t  V l a d  T e p e s
a n d  h i s  t e r r i b l e  r u l e  i n  e a s t e r n
E u r o p e ,  o n l y  s o m e o n e  v e r s e d  i n
F o r b i d d e n  L o r e  w o u l d  k n o w  t h a t  t h i s
v i l e  i n d i v i d u a l  t r a n s f o r m e d  i n t o  t h e
mas te r  vampi re ,  Dracu la .  In i t i a l  s e l ec-
t ion  o f  th i s  sk i l l  i nd ica tes  a  genera l
f ami l i a r i t y  w i th  t h ings  fou l  and  s in i s-
t e r .  Add i t i ona l  s lo t s  can  be  a l loca t ed
t o  m a k e  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  a n  e x p e r t  i n
some f i e ld .  Or  the  in i t i a l  s lo t  cou ld
( l ike  the  Hi s to ry  p ro f i c i ency)  be  fo r
knowledge  o f  some  f i e ld  o r  a r ea  o f  t he
w o r l d .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  n o t e d  m e t a-
phys ic ian  Van  Hels ing  i s  we l l  ve r sed
i n  b a t t l i n g  t h e  s u p e r n a t u r a l  e v i l s  o f
Goth ic  Ea r th ,  bu t  i s  e spec ia l ly  devo ted
t o  ( a n d  k n o w l e d g e a b l e  a b o u t )  v a m-
p i r e s .  He roes  w i th  t he  Fo rb idden  Lore
p r o f i c i e n c y  h a v e  a  g r e a t e r  u n d e r-
s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  d a r k  a n d  m a c a b r e  s i d e
o f  t he  un ive r se .  As  such ,  t hey  make  a l l
f e a r  a n d  h o r r o r  c h e c k s  w i t h  a  + 2
bonus .  I f  t he  check  i s  d i r ec t ly  r e l a t ed
t o  s o m e  a r e a  i n  w h i c h  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  i s
a n  e x p e r t ,  t h a t  b o n u s  i n c r e a s e s  t o  + 4 .

G e o l o g y A  c h a r a c t e r  t h a t  i s  p r o f i-
c i en t  i n  Geo logy  has  a  good  work ing
k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  b y  w h i c h
t h e  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  e a r t h ' s  s u r f a c e  a r e
f o r m e d  a n d  h a s  a  g o o d  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f

v a r i o u s  r o c k s  a n d  m i n e r a l s .  S u c h  a
c h a r a c t e r  m a y  b e  a b l e  t o  e s t i m a t e  t h e
re l a t ive  sa fe ty  o f  t r ave l  i n  a  sub te r-
r a n e a n  e n v i r o n m e n t  o r  d e t e r m i n e  t h e
l ike ly  source  o f  a  rock  o r  so i l  s ample
( p r o v i d e d  t h a t  t h e  s a m p l e  i s  s i g n i f i-
c a n t l y  u n c o m m o n ) .  T h i s  p r o f i c i e n c y
i n c l u d e s  a  w o r k i n g  k n o w l e d g e  o f  m i n-
e r a l o g y  a n d  t o p o g r a p h y .  A  c h a r a c t e r
w h o  h a s  b o t h  t h i s  s k i l l  a n d  t h e  M i n i n g
p r o f i c i e n c y  g a i n s  a  + 2  b o n u s  t o  a n y
c h e c k s  i n  w h i c h  t h e  t w o  a r e a s  o v e r l a p .

G u n s m i t h i n g Heroes  w i th  t h i s  p ro f i-
c i e n c y  a r e  a b l e  t o  c l e a n ,  m a i n t a i n ,  a n d
repa i r  such  weapons  wi th  g rea t  sk i l l .  A
s e c o n d  s l o t  a l l o c a t e d  t o  t h i s  s k i l l
w o u l d  a l l o w  a  c h a r a c t e r  t o  m a n u f a c-
t u r e  a  f i r e a r m ,  b u t  s u c h  a b i l i t y  w o u l d
be  r a r e .  The  ava i l ab i l i t y  o f  mass -p ro-
d u c e d  f i r e a r m s  m a k e s  s u c h  a b i l i t y
s o m e w h a t  u s e l e s s .  P e r h a p s  t h e  m o s t
v a l u a b l e  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  G u n s m i t h i n g
p r o f i c i e n c y ,  o t h e r  t h a n  g u n  r e p a i r ,  i s
tha t  i t  g ives  i t s  owner  the  ab i l i t y  to
m a n u f a c t u r e  a m m u n i t i o n  ( i f  m a t e r i a l s
a r e  a v a i l a b l e )  a n d  t o  a r m  w e a p o n s
wi th  spec ia l  loads  ( s i lve r  bu l le t s ,  fo r
example ) .  The  mak ing  o f  s i l ve r  bu l l e t s
i s  d e t a i l e d  i n  t h e  e q u i p m e n t  s e c t i o n  o f
th i s  gu ide .  The  in i t i a l  pu rchase  o f  t h i s
s k i l l  e n a b l e s  a  c h a r a c t e r  t o  r e p a i r  a n d
ma in t a in  f i r e a rms ,  a s  we l l  a s  r e load
s p e n t  c a r t r i d g e s  a n d  f a s h i o n  s p e c i a l
t y p e s  o f  a m m u n i t i o n .

H e a l i n g This  p ro f i c i ency  re f l ec t s  a
f a m i l i a r i t y  w i t h  f i r s t  a i d ,  n a t u r a l
r emed ies ,  and  the  l i ke .  As  such ,  i t
func t ions  a s  in  the  AD&D game  ru le s .
P l a y e r s  w h o  w i s h  t o  h a v e  c h a r a c t e r s
s k i l l e d  i n  t h e  m o r e  m o d e r n  m e d i c i n e
o f  t h e  d a y  s h o u l d  c o n s i d e r  t h e
Med ic ine  p ro f i c i ency .

H e r a l d r y While  th i s  sk i l l  func t ions
in  a  manner  s imi l a r  t o  i t s  u se  in  AD&D
g a m e s ,  p l a y e r s  a n d  D M s  s h o u l d
u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  i t  r e f l e c t s  t h e  m o d e r n
f lags  o f  the  wor ld ,  mi l i t a ry  ins ign ia ,
a n d  v a r i o u s  i c o n s  o f  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s .

H i d e  i n  S h a d o w s This  sk i l l  r ep laces
the  th ie f  sk i l l  o f  the  same  name .  I t  i s
u s e d  i n  t h e  s a m e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a s  t h e
th i e f  sk i l l ,  r ep l ac ing  the  pe rcen tage
ro l l  w i th  a  p ro f i c i ency  check .

H i e r a r c h y  C o n t a c t H e r o e s  w h o  a r e
m e m b e r s  o f  a n  o r g a n i z e d  r e l i g i o n ,
w h i c h  h a v e  a n  e s t a b l i s h e d  c h u r c h
h i e r a r c h y  m a y  h a v e  a c c e s s  t o
r e s o u r c e s  u n a v a i l a b l e  t o  o t h e r  h e r o e s .
T h i s  p r o f i c i e n c y  r e f l e c t s  s u c h
r e s o u r c e s  a n d  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  h e r o
k n o w s  h o w  t o  w o r k  w i t h i n  h i s  o r  h e r
h i e r a r c h y  t o  g e t  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d
o t h e r  s u p p l i e s  a n  a d v e n t u r i n g  g r o u p
m a y  n e e d .  T h i s  p r o f i c i e n c y  m a y b e
u s e d  t o  g a t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  a
spec i f i c  p lace ,  pe r son  o r  ob jec t .  In  th i s
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a s p e c t  t h i s  p r o f i c i e n c y  w o r k s  m u c h
l ike  consu l t ing  a  sage ,  a s  desc r ibed  in
t h e  DUNGEON M ASTER G u i d e.  No  p ro f i-
c i e n c y  c h e c k  i s  r o l l e d  b y  t h e  h e r o
i n s t e a d  a  n o r m a l  s u c c e s s  r o l l  i s
r e q u i r e d  f o r  t h e  s a g e .  M o n e t a r y
r e s o u r c e s  a r e  n o t  r e q u i r e d  t o  o b t a i n
i n f o r m a t i o n  b u t  a c c e s s  t o  a  m o d e r n
m e a n s  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  s u c h  a s  a
t e l e g r a p h  o r  m a i l  s y s t e m  i s  n e c e s s a r y .
T h e  s y s t e m  u s e d  t o  c o m m u n i c a t e  t h e
reques t  wi l l  e f f ec t  the  l eng th  o f  t ime  i t
t akes  t o  r ece ive  an  answer .  Th i s  i s  up
to  the  DMs  d i sc re t ion  a s  i s  t he  s cope
o f  i n fo rma t ion  ava i l ab l e .

Howeve r ,  t he  o the r  a spec t  o f  t h i s
p ro f i c i ency  does  r equ i r e  a  check .  I f
t h e  h e r o  w a n t s  a c c e s s  t o  c o n s e c r a t e d
o r  o t h e r w i s e  s p e c i a l  i t e m s  t h a t  m a y b e
h e l p f u l  i n  f i g h t i n g  t h e  s u p e r n a t u r a l ,
h e y  m u s t  m a k e  a  s u c c e s s f u l  p r o f i c i e n-
c y  c h e c k .  S u c h  i t e m s  m a y  i n c l u d e  h o l y
w a t e r  o r  w a f e r s  o r  o t h e r  s u c h  i t e m s .
The  ava i lab i l i ty  i s  up  to  the  DM.   I t  i s
a  c a m p a i g n  r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a t  t h e  h e r o
b e  a t  l e a s t  f o u r t h  l e v e l  t o  g e t  a n y  b e n-
e f i t  when  us ing  th i s  p ro f i c i ency .

H i s t o r y This  sk i l l  i s  s imi la r  to  the
a n c i e n t  h i s t o r y  p r o f i c i e n c y  i n  t h e
Player ’ s  Handbook.  W h e n  t h e  p r o f i-
c i e n c y  i s  c h o s e n ,  t h e  p l a y e r  m u s t
se lec t  a  spec i f i c  a rea  o r  pe r iod  o f  h i s-
t o r y  t o  b e  t h e  c h a r a c t e r ’ s  a r e a  o f
expe r t i s e .  Fo r  example ,  t he  h i s to ry  o f
w i n e m a k i n g  i n  E u r o p e  m i g h t  b e  a n
a p p r o p r i a t e  c h o i c e ;  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f
E u r o p e  w o u l d  n o t  b e  a p p r o p r i a t e ;  t h e
h i s t o r y  o f  a  s i n g l e  v i n e y a r d  i n  t h e
B u r g u n d y  r e g i o n  w o u l d  a l s o  b e  i n a p-
p r o p r i a t e .  I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  m a k e  a
d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h i s  s k i l l  a n d  t h e
Forb idden  Lore  p ro f i c i ency .

J e w e l e r This  sk i l l  r ep laces  the  Gem
C u t t i n g  p r o f i c i e n c y  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e
Player ’ s  Handbook a n d  i s  e x p a n d e d  t o
inc lude  t he  f a sh ion ing  o f  j ewe l ry  f rom
p r e c i o u s  m e t a l s  a n d  o t h e r  v a l u a b l e
subs t ances ;  i t  o the rwi se  func t i ons  a s
d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  Player ’ s  Handbook

J o u r n a l i s m This  ski l l  re f lec ts  a  ta l-
en t  f o r  wr i t i ng  and  a  f ami l i a r i t y  w i th
the  bus ine s s  o f  pub l i sh ing .  I t  m igh t
i n d i c a t e  o n e  o f  a  n u m b e r  o f  o c c u p a-
t i o n s .  A  c h a r a c t e r  e m p l o y e d  a s  a
w r i t e r  o r  e d i t o r  b y  a  n e w s p a p e r  o r
m a g a z i n e ;  a  c h a r a c t e r  w o r k i n g  a s  a
f r e e l a n c e  w r i t e r  o r  p h o t o g r a p h e r ;  o r  a
cha rac t e r  who  wr i t e s  f i c t i ona l  s to r i e s
o r  n o v e l s .  A t t e m p t s  b y  a  c h a r a c t e r  t o
se l l  wr i t t en  work  wi l l  be  gove rned  by
p ro f i c i ency  checks  and  t he  DM's  e s t i-
m a t e  o f  t h e  q u a l i t y  a n d  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e
work .  I n  any  ca se ,  an  unmod i f i ed  ro l l
o f  1  ind ica te s  tha t  c r i t i c s  ha i l  a  work
a s  m a s t e r f u l ,  w h i l e  a n  u n m o d i f i e d  r o l l
o f  20  ind ica t e s  t ha t  a  work  wi l l  be
s c o r n e d  a n d  r i d i c u l e d .

L a n g u a g e ,  A n c i e n t W h e n  a  p l a y e r
se l ec t s  t h i s  p ro f i c i ency  fo r  a  he ro  a
s p e c i f i c  l a n g u a g e  m u s t  b e  c h o s e n .
L a n g u a g e s  t h a t  q u a l i f y  a s  a n c i e n t
inc lude  anc i en t  Egyp t i an ,  Baby lon i an ,
G r e e k ,  a n d  S u m e r i a n .  D u e  t h e  f r e-
q u e n c y  w i t h  w h i c h  L a t i n  i s  u s e d  o n
Goth ic  Ea r th ,  i t  may  be  se l ec t ed  a s  a
m o d e r n  l a n g u a g e .  T h i s  p r o f i c i e n c y
b e s t o w s  k n o w l e d g e  o f    b o t h  w r i t t e n
a n d  s p o k e n  e l e m e n t s  o f  a  l a n g u a g e ,  i f
bo th  ex i s t .  Fo r  example ,  a  p ro f i c i ency
i n  E g y p t i a n  h i e r o g l y p h i c s  d o e s  n o t
a l l o w  a  c h a r a c t e r  t o  " s p e a k "  h i e r o-
g lyphics .  The  DM is  f ree  to  d isa l low
a n y  l a n g u a g e  t h a t  s e e m s  i n a p p r o p r i-
a t e .  
Language ,  Modern  L ike  the  Anc ien t
Language  p ro f i c i ency ,  a  cha rac t e r  i s
r equ i r ed  to  s e l ec t  a  spec i f i c  l anguage .
Th i s  sk i l l  a l l ows  the  cha rac t e r  t o  bo th
s p e a k  a n d  w r i t e  t h e  s e l e c t e d  l a n g u a g e .
As  no t ed  i n  t he  Anc i en t  Language
d e s c r i p t i o n ,  L a t i n  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  m o d-
e r n  l a n g u a g e  o n  G o t h i c  E a r t h  b e c a u s e
i t  i s  s o  c o m m o n l y  u s e d  i n  c h u r c h  s e r v-
i ces ,  med ic ine ,  and  sc i ence ,  and  i s
t a u g h t  a l m o s t  r o u t i n e l y  i n  g r a m m a r
schoo l s .  I t  i s  no t  no rma l ly  u sed  fo r
c o n v e r s a t i o n  a n d  t h e  j u d g e  s h o u l d
dec ide  i f  an  ac tua l  p ro f i c i ency  check
i s  n e e d e d  f o r  e a c h  o f  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s .

L a w Heroes  wi th  th i s  sk i l l  have  a  good
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  l e g a l  c o u r t  s y s-
t e m  a n d  r e l a t e d  s u b j e c t s .  I f  a  h e r o
w i s h e s  t o  s p e n d  a n  e x t r a  s l o t  o n  t h i s
p r o f i c i e n c y  t h e y  a r e  t h e n  c o n s i d e r e d
t o  h a v e  b e e n  a d m i t t e d  t o  t h e  b a r  a n d
m a y  p r a c t i c e  l a w .  T h e y  m u s t  d e n o t e
w h a t  c o u n t r y  ( o r  s t a t e )  t h e y  a r e  p r a c-
t i c i ng  i n ,  a s  t he  cou r t  sy s t ems  va ry
f r o m  c o u n t r y  t o  c o u n t r y .   E x t r a  s l o t s
e x p e n d e d  i n  t h i s  d o  n o t  i n c r e a s e  t h e
h e r o ’ s  c h a n c e  o f  s u c c e s s  w h e n  m a k i n g
a  p ro f i c i ency  check .  A  p layer  se lec t ing
t h i s  s k i l l  m a y  d e c i d e  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e
s tud ied  a  spec i f i c  type  o f  l aw.  I f  such
i s  a  c a s e  t h e n  t h e y  r e c e i v e  a  + 2  b o n u s
to  p ro f i c i ency  checks  w i th in  h i s  a r ea
of  exper t i se  bu t  su f fe r s  a  –2  on  a l l
o the r  l aw  p ro f i c i ency  checks .

M a r k s m a n s h i p This  sk i l l  ind ica tes
t h a t  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  h a s  d e v o t e d  a  g r e a t
d e a l  o f  t i m e  a n d  e f f o r t  t o  t h e  m a s t e r y
of  a  spec i f i c  f i r ea rm.  A  f i r ea rm mus t
be  s e l ec t ed  when  the  sk i l l  i s  pu r-
c h a s e d .  A  m a r k s m a n  m a y  b e  s k i l l e d
w i t h  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  w e a p o n  i f  a  p r o f i-
c i e n c y  s l o t  i s  a l l o c a t e d  f o r  e a c h
weapon .  At  f i r s t  l eve l ,  he roes  can  on ly
d e v o t e  a  m a x i m u m  o f  2  s l o t s  t o  a n y
o n e  w e a p o n .  A d d i t i o n a l  s l o t s  m a y b e
a d d e d  l a t e r  a s  t h e y  a r e  o b t a i n e d
t h r o u g h  l e v e l  a d v a n c e m e n t .  E v e r y  s l o t
( i n c l u d i n g  t h e  f i r s t )  e x p e n d e d  o n  t h i s
p ro f i c i ency  g ive s  t he  cha rac t e r  a  +  1
b o n u s  t o  a t t a c k  a n d  d a m a g e  r o l l s
w h e n  u s i n g  t h e  s e l e c t e d  w e a p o n  f o r
Aimed  F i r e .  I f  t he  cha rac t e r  employs

Rap id  F i r e ,  t he  cha rac t e r  r ece ives  t he
b o n u s  t o  a t t a c k  r o l l s ,  b u t  n o t  t o  d a m-
age  ro l l s .  I f  engaged  in  Panic  F i re ,  no
b o n u s  t o  t h e  a t t a c k  o r  d a m a g e  r o l l  i s
a l l o w e d .

M a s o n r y A cha rac t e r  w i th  t h i s  p ro f i-
c i ency  i s  sk i l l ed  in  a l l  manner s  o f  con-
s t r u c t i o n  i n v o l v i n g  s t o n e ,  b r i c k ,
c e m e n t ,  a n d  s i m i l a r  b u i l d i n g  m a t e r i-
a l s .  Th is  p rof ic iency  i s  s imi la r  to  the
S t o n e m a s o n r y  p r o f i c i e n c y  i n  t h e
Player ’ s  Handbook.

M e d i c i n e A  c h a r a c t e r  w i t h  t h i s  p r o-
f i c i e n c y  i s  a  p h y s i c i a n  w h o  h a s  a t t e n d-
e d  a  m e d i c a l  s c h o o l  o r  h a s  s t u d i e d
c l o s e l y  a n d  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s  u n d e r  a
sk i l l ed  phys i c i an .  Such  cha rac t e r s  a r e
wel l  ve r sed  in  the  sc ien t i f i c  hea l ing
m e t h o d s  o f  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s .  P h y s i c i a n s  a r e
a b l e  t o  t e n d  t h e  w o u n d e d ,  a s  a r e  c h a r-
ac te rs  wi th  the  Heal ing  sk i l l .  A suc-
ces s fu l  p ro f i c i ency  check  by  a  phys i-
c i an ,  howeve r ,  r e s to r e s  l d4  h i t  po in t s .
I n  a d d i t i o n  a  p h y s i c i a n  i s  a b l e  t o  r e n-
d e r  f i r s t  a i d  t o  a n y  c h a r a c t e r  o n c e
e v e r y  1 2  h o u r s  r a t h e r  t h a n  o n c e  p e r
d a y .  H e r o e s  p l a c e d  u n d e r  t h e  c a r e  o f  a
p h y s i c i a n  h e a l  m o r e  r a p i d l y  t h a n
t h o s e  n o t  c a r e d  f o r  b y  a  d o c t o r .  S u c h
c h a r a c t e r s  r e c o v e r  1  h i t  p o i n t  p e r  d a y
i f  engag ing  in  no rma l  ac t iv i ty ;  2  h i t
p o i n t s  p e r  d a y  o f  n o n - s t r e n u o u s  a c t i v-
i t y ;  3  h i t  p o i n t s  p e r  d a y  o f  c o m p l e t e
r e s t ;  a n d  4  p o i n t s  p e r  d a y  i f  p l a c e d  i n
a  hosp i ta l  o r  s imi la r  medica l  fac i l i ty .  A
p h y s i c i a n  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  h e l p  a  p o i-
s o n e d  h e r o  g r a n t s  t h e  h e r o  a  + 2  b o n u s
t o  s a v i n g  t h r o w s  v e r s u s  p o i s o n
( r e g a r d l e s s  o f  h o w  t h e  p o i s o n  e n t e r e d
t h e  s y s t e m ) .  I f  t h e  p h y s i c i a n  h a s
a c c e s s  t o  a  r e a s o n a b l y  e q u i p p e d  s t o r e
o f  med ica l  supp l i e s  ( such  a s  a  sh ip ' s
i n f i r m a r y  o r  d o c t o r ' s  o f f i c e ) ,  t h i s
modi f i e r  inc reases  to  +3 .  I f  ca re  i s
g iven  in  a  hosp i ta l  o r  s imi la r  fac i l i ty ,
t he  bonus  i nc r ea se s  t o  +4 .  Phys i c i ans
a r e  a b l e  t o  d i a g n o s e  a n d  t r e a t  d i s-
e a s e s .  T r e a t m e n t  d o e s  n o t  a l w a y s  i n d i-
c a t e  a n  i m m e d i a t e  c u r e  ( o r  a n y  c u r e ) .
I t  m a y  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  e a s i n g  o f  s y m p-
t o m s  t h r o u g h  h e r b s ,  d r u g s ,  p o u l t i c e s ,
o r  o t h e r  t h e r a p y .  T r e a t m e n t  m a y
s h o r t e n  t h e  d u r a t i o n  o f  a n  i l l n e s s
d e p e n d i n g  o n  t h e  s e v e r i t y  o f  t h e  d i s-
ea se .  To  admin i s t e r  succes s fu l  t r e a t-
m e n t ,  t h e  p h y s i c i a n  m u s t  m a k e  a  p r o-
f i c i enccy  check .  I f  t he  phys ic i an  ha
acce s s  t o  r e a sonab l e  med i ca l  supp l i e s ,
t h i s  check  i s  made  wi th  a  +2  bonus .  I f
ca re  i s  g iven  in  a  hosp i t a l  o r  s imi l a r
f ac i l i t y ,  t he  bonus  inc reases  to  +4 .
N o t e  t h a t  t h e  a v e r a g e  p h y s i c i a n  h a s
n o  k n o w l e d g e  o f  m a g i c a l l y  c r e a t e d  o r
t r a n s m i t t e d  d i s e a s e s .  F o r  t r e a t m e n t  o f
s u c h  a i l m e n t s ,  c h a r a c t e r s  m u s t  s e e k
o u t  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  w i t h  b o t h  t h e
Hea l ing  and  Herba l i sm p ro f i c i enc i e s .
No te  a l so  t ha t  t he  Med ic ine  p ro f i c i en-
c y  i s  r a r e l y  c o m b i n e d  w i t h  e i t h e r  o f
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those  sk i l l s .  Some  mag ica l ly  c rea ted  o r
t r a n s m i t t e d  d i s e a s e  r e q u i r e s  t h e
knowledge  o f  a  mys t i c  t o  cu re .

M e d i t a t i o n Most  r e l ig ious  p ro fes-
s i o n a l s  a r e  t r a i n e d  i n  v a r i o u s  p r a c-
t i c e s  o f  sp i r i t ua l  d i s c ip l i ne  and  med i-
t a t i on .  In  add i t i on  to  t he  e f f ec t s  o f
t h e s e  p r a c t i c e s  o n  t h e  s o u l  o f  t h e  m e d-
i t a t o r ,  t h e y  h a v e  c o n c r e t e  p h y s i c a l
and  men ta l  e f f ec t s  a s  we l l .  By  spend-
i n g  t i m e  i n  m e d i t a t i o n  a n d  p r a y e r
( a n d  m a k i n g  a  s u c c e s s f u l  p r o f i c i e n c y
c h e c k )  t h e  h e r o  c a n  t e m p o r a r i l y  b o o s t
one  men ta l  ab i l i t y  sco re - In te l l i gence ,
W i s d o m ,  o r  C h a r i s m a - b y  + 2 .  T h e
e f f e c t  l a s t s  o n e - t h i r d  t h e  t i m e  s p e n t  i n
m e d i t a t i o n .  M e d i t a t i o n  r e q u i r e s  f r e e-
d o m  f r o m  d i s t u r b a n c e s  a n d  d o e s  n o t
e l i m i n a t e  t h e  n e e d  f o r  f o o d ,  d r i n k  o r
s l eep .  On ly  one  ab i l i t y  can  be  boos t ed
a t  a  t i m e .

M e s m e r i s m T h e  p o w e r s  o f  t h e  m i n d
a r e  o n l y  b e g i n n i n g  t o  b e  u n d e r s t o o d
i n  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s .  T h e  m y s t e r i e s  o f  h y p-
n o s i s  a r e  s t i l l  b e y o n d  t h e  c o m p r e h e n-
s ion  o f  sc ience .  A  charac te r  wi th  th i s
sk i l l  i s  ab le  to  p lace  a  wi l l ing  subjec t
i n t o  a  t r a n c e .  T h i s  e n a b l e s  t h e  m e s-
m e r i s t  t o  e x p l o r e  t h e  i n n e r  r e a c h e s  o f
t h e  m i n d  w i t h  c a r e f u l l y  p h r a s e d  q u e s-
t i ons .  Unwi l l i ng  cha rac t e r s  o r  t hose
w h o  a r e  u n a w a r e  o f  t h e  a t t e m p t  a r e
i m p o s s i b l e  t o  e n t r a n c e .  A n  i n d i v i d u a l
m a y  b e  m e s m e r i z e d  o n l y  o n c e  p e r
d a y .  E s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  t r a n c e  r e q u i r e s
1 d 4  m i n u t e s .  D u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e ,  t h e
m e s m e r i s t  a n d  s u b j e c t  m u s t  b e  i n  a
q u i e t  p l a c e  w i t h  n o  o b v i o u s  d i s t r a c-
t i o n s .  T h e  m e s m e r i s t  m u s t  s u p p l y
s o m e  o b j e c t  u p o n  w h i c h  t h e  s u b j e c t
c a n  f o c u s  h i s  c o n c e n t r a t i o n ,  s u c h  a s  a
b u r n i n g  c a n d l e ,  g l e a m i n g  r i n g ,  o r  p o l-
i s h e d  p o c k e t  w a t c h .  T h e  c o m b i n a t i o n
o f  t h e  f o c u s e d  a t t e n t i o n  a n d  t h e
s o o t h i n g  w o r d s  o f  t h e  m e s m e r i s t  l u l l
t he  sub j ec t  i n to  a  s l eep l ike  t r ance .
O n c e  t h e  s u b j e c t  h a s  b e e n  m e s m e r-
i z e d ,  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  c a n  b e g i n  t o  a s k
q u e s t i o n s .  W i t h  e a c h  q u e s t i o n  a s k e d ,
t h e  h e r o  m u s t  s u c c e e d  a  p r o f i c i e n c y
c h e c k .  A  c u m u l a t i v e  - 1  p e n a l t y  i s
app l i ed  t o  a l l  ques t i ons  a f t e r  t he  f i r s t .
F a i l u r e  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  t r a n c e  h a s
f a l t e r e d  a n d  t h e  s u b j e c t  h a s  a w a k-
e n e d .  T h e  q u e s t i o n s  a s k e d  m u s t  b e
fa i r ly  s imp le  and  s t r a igh t fo rward .  I t  i s
i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e  m e s m e r i z e d  s u b j e c t
t o  l i e  o r  d e c e i v e  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  i n  a n y
w a y ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  e m o t i o n s  o r  b e l i e f s
o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  m a y  t a i n t  t h e  a n s w e r s
g i v e n .  A  m e s m e r i z e d  h e r o  h a s  a l m o s t
to ta l  reca l l ,  so  th is  sk i l l  i s  useful  for
r e c o v e r i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  m a y  h a v e
b e e n  l o s t  t o  t h e  c o n s c i o u s  m i n d .  F o r
e x a m p l e ,  a  s u b j e c t  w h o  w i t n e s s e d  a
werewol f  a t t ack  in  the  foggy  a l l eys  o f
L o n d o n  m i g h t  w e l l  h a v e  b e e n  s o
s h o c k e d  a n d  h o r r i f i e d  b y  t h e  s i g h t
t h a t  h e  b l o c k e d  o u t  n e a r l y  a l l  m e m o r y

o f  t h e  e v e n t .  U n d e r  t h e
in f luence  o f  a  sk i l l ed  mes-
m e r i s t ,  t h e  s u b j e c t  c o u l d  b e
m a d e  t o  r e c a l l  m a n y  o f  t h e
spec i f i c s  o f  the  scene ,  which
h e  w a s  u n a b l e  t o  r e c a l l  c o n-
sc ious ly .

M o v e m e n t  M e d i t a t i o n
C e r t a i n  m y s t i c a l  t r a d i t i o n s
in  Go th i c  Ea r th ,  pa r t i cu l a r ly
(bu t  no t  exc lu s ive ly )  i n  t he
E a s t ,  e m p h a s i z e  p h y s i c a l
d i sc ip l ine  and  exe rc i s e  a s  a
m e a n s  o f  s p i r i t u a l  g r o w t h .
T h i s  i s  i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h e
M e d i t a t i o n  p r o f i c i e n c y
d e s c r i b e d  p r e v i o u s l y ,
e x c e p t  t h a t  o n e  p h y s i c a l
ab i l i t y -S t r eng th ,  Dex te r i t y ,
o r  C o n s t i t u t i o n - c a n  b e
i m p r o v e d  b y  + 1  f o r  a  p e r i-
o d  e q u a l  t o  h a l f  t h e  t i m e
s p e n t  i n  m e d i t a t i o n .  T h e
s a m e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  t h e
m e d i t a t i o n  m u s t  b e  m e t .

M o v e  S i l e n t l y T h i s  p r o f i-
c i e n c y  i s  u s e d  i n  t h e  s a m e
c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a s  t h e  t h i e f
sk i l l  o f  t he  s ame  name .  The
p e r c e n t a g e  r o l l  n o r m a l l y
used  fo r  the  th ie f  sk i l l  i s
r e p l a c e d  w i t h  a  p r o f i c i e n c y
c h e c k .

M u s i c i a n Thi s  p ro f i c i ency
f u n c t i o n s  a s  d e s c r i b e d  i n
t h e  Player ’ s  Handbook.  T h e
p l a y e r  m u s t  s e l e c t  a  m u s i c a l
i n s t r u m e n t  p r o f i c i e n c y  i s
c h o s e n .  T h e  p r o f i c i e n c y
m a y  b e  t a k e n  m o r e  t h a n
once  t o  ga in  p ro f i c i ency  i n
m u l t i p l e  i n s t r u m e n t s .

N a v i g a t i o n This  ski l l  i s
s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  i n
t h e  P l a y e r ’ s  H a n d b o o k.
N a v i g a t i o n  i s  m u c h  m o r e
e x a c t  o n  G o t h i c  E a r t h  t h a n
i t  i s  i n  mos t  f an t a sy  cam-
pa ign  wor lds .  A  sk i l l ed  nav-
i g a t o r  w i t h  t h e  p r o p e r
e q u i p m e n t  ( m a p s ,  s e x t a n t
a n d  a  c o m p a s s ,  a t  t h e  v e r y  l e a s t )  c a n
f i n d  h i s  w a y  a c r o s s  a n y  s t r e t c h  o f  l a n d
or  sea  wi th  r e l a t ive  ease .
Open  Locks  Th i s  p ro f i c i ency  i s  used  in
t h e  s a m e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a s  t h e  t h i e f
s k i l l  o f  t h e  s a m e  n a m e .  T h e  p e r c e n t-
a g e  r o l l  n o r m a l l y  u s e d  f o r  t h e  t h i e f
sk i l l  i s  r ep laced  wi th  a  p ro f ic iency
c h e c k .  T h e  m o d i f i e r s  n o r m a l l y
app l i ed  to  the  ro l l  fo r  ava i l ab le  too l s ,
l o c k  C o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  t h e  l i k e  a r e
app l i ed  to  th i s  p ro f i c i ency  as  we l l .
E v e r y  5 %  b o n u s  o r  p e n a l t y  t o  t h e  t h i e f
sk i l l  check  ind ica te s  a  l -po in t  ad jus t-
m e n t  t o  t h e  p r o f i c i e n c y  r o l l .

P h o t o g r a p h y A  c h a r a c t e r  w i t h  t h i s
p ro f i c i ency  i s  sk i l l ed  i n  t he  u se  and
r e p a i r  o f  c a m e r a  e q u i p m e n t .  I n  a d d i-
t i ons  t h i s  t a l en t  a l l ows  a  cha rac t e r  t o
d e v e l o p  p h o t o g r a p h i c  p l a t e s  a n d
p r i n t  p i c t u r e s  i f  t h e  p r o p e r  e q u i p m e n t
i s  ava i l ab l e .  I f  comb ined  w i th  t he
A r t i s a n  p r o f i c i e n c y ,  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  c a n
p r o d u c e  p h o t o g r a p h s  t h a t  a r e  c o n s i d-
e r e d  a r t i s t i c  r a t h e r  t h a n  m e r e l y  c o m-
p e t e n t .  T h e  1 8 9 0 ' s  a r e  a  t i m e  i n  w h i c h
t h e  w o n d e r  o f  p h o t o g r a p h y  i s  s p r e a d-
i n g  r a p i d l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  w o r l d .
S t e r e o s c o p e s  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  s t y l i s h
n o v e l t i e s  a n d  h a v e  e n a m o r e d  t h e  m i d-
d le  c l a s s .   George  Eas tman  has  r ecen t-
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l y  i n v e n t e d  t h e  K o d a k  c a m e r a  t h a t
u s e s  f i l m  i n s t e a d  o f  g l a s s  p l a t e s
( 1 8 8 8 ) ,  b u t  s u c h  c a m e r a s  a r e  n o t  y e t
c o m m o n l y  a v a i l a b l e .

P h y s i c s A charac te r  wi th  th i s  sk i l l  i s
f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  f o r c e s  o f  n a t u r e  a n d
t h e  p h y s i c a l  l a w s  a n d  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e
un ive r se .  Phys i c s  i n  t he  1890 ' s  was
r ad i ca l l y  d i f f e r en t  f r om the  phys i c s  o f
o u r  m o d e r n  E a r t h .  C o n c e p t s  o f  q u a n-
t u m  m e c h a n i c s ,  m o l e c u l a r  b o n d i n g
a n d  e v e n  e l e c t r o n s  w e r e  u n k n o w n .
Th i s  p ro f i c i ency  i nc ludes  knowledge
o f  fo r ce s  and  mo t ion ,  g r av i t y ,  hea t ,
l i g h t  m a g n e t i s m ,  a n d  p r o p e r t i e s  o f
m a t t e r  a n d  e n e r g y .  T h e  P h y s i c s  p r o f i-
c i e n c y  p r o v i d e s  a  g o o d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g
o f  e l e c t r i c i t y  a n d  m a y  p r o v i d e  a  + 2
b o n u s  o n  a t t e m p t s  t o  u s e  t h e
Elec t r i c i ty  o r  Engineer ing  t a len t  i f  the
D M  d e e m s  t h i s  a p p r o p r i a t e .  L i k e  o t h e r
p ro f i c i enc i e s  dea l ing  wi th  the  sc i ence
add i t iona l  s lo t s  i nd ica t e  the  l eve l  o f
l e a r n i n g  a n d  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  p o s t u l a t e
n e w  t h e o r i e s .

P i c k  P o c k e t s This  p ro f i c i ency  i s
u s e d  i n  t h e  s a m e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a s  t h e
th i e f  sk i l l  o f  t he  s ame  name .  The  pe r-
c e n t a g e  r o l l  n o r m a l l y  u s e d  f o r  t h e
th ie f  sk i l l  i s  r ep laced  wi th  a  p rof ic ien-
c y  c h e c k .  T h e  c h a n c e  t h a t  a  v i c t i m
no t i ce s  a  f a i l ed  a t t emp t  i s  app l i ed  a s
d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  Player ’ s  Handbook.

P r e s e n c e S o m e  h e r o e s  h a v e  s u c h
s p i r i t u a l  p o w e r  t h a t  t h e i r  a u r a s  a r e
a lmos t  t ang ib l e ,  e spec i a l l y  t o  supe r-
n a t u r a l  c r e a t u r e s .  O n  a  s u c c e s s f u l  p r o-
f i c i e n c y  c h e c k  t h e  h e r o  c a n  s h i f t  t h e
r e a c t i o n  o f  a  s u p e r n a t u r a l  c r e a t u r e  b y
o n e  l e v e l  t o w a r d s  t h e  l o w  e n d  o f  t h e
c h a r t - s o  t h a t  a  h o s t i l e  r e s u l t  b e c o m e s
t h r e a t e n i n g ,  a  t h r e a t e n i n g  r e s u l t
b e c o m e s  c a u t i o u s  a n d  a  c a u t i o u s
resu l t  becomes  f r i end ly  o r  f l igh t .  I f
t h e  p r o f i c i e n c y  c h e c k  i s  f a i l e d  b y
r o l l i n g  a n  u n m o d i f i e d  2 0 ,  t h e n  t h e
r e a c t i o n  s h i f t  i s  m o v e d  o n e  l e v e l
t o w a r d s  t h e  h i g h  e n d  o f  t h e  c h a r t .

P r o g n o s t i c a t i o n With th is  sk i l l ,  a
c h a r a c t e r  i s  a b l e  t o  c a t c h  f l e e t i n g
g l i m p s e s  o f  t h e  f u t u r e .  W h e n  t h i s  p r o-
f i c i ency  i s  s e l ec t ed ,  t he  p l aye r  mus t
s e l e c t  a  m e t h o d  b y  w h i c h  t h e  c h a r a c-
t e r  a t t e m p t s  t o  r e a d  t h e  f u t u r e .
Pos s ib l e  t e chn iques  i nc lude  a s t ro logy ,
p a l m  r e a d i n g ,  t e a l e a f  r e a d i n g ,  a n d
numero logy .  Th i s  p ro f i c i ency  ac t s  i n
t h e  s a m e  m a n n e r  a s  t h e  A s t r o l o g y  s k i l l
d e f i n e d  i n  t h e  Player ’ s  Handbook.  For
t h e  m o s t  p a r t ,  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  p r a c-
t i c e  p rognos t i c a t i on  on  Go th i c  Ea r th
a r e  f r a u d s  o r  f o o l s .  T h e y  l e a r n  n o t h-
i n g  f r o m  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  a n d  k n o w  n o t h-
i ng  o f  t he  t r ue  mag i c  a s soc i a t ed  w i th
fo r tune  t e l l i ng .  He roes  who  t ake  t h i s
p r o f i c i e n c y  a r e  a s s u m e d  t o  h a v e  a n
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  t r u e  m y s t i c a l

n a t u r e  o f  t h e i r  c r a f t ,  h o w e v e r  a n d  c a n
u s e  t h i s  t a l e n t  t o  a c c u r a t e l y  p r e d i c t
t h e  f u t u r e  ( a l t h o u g h  t o  a  l i m i t e d
degree ) .  Because  th i s  ab i l i t y  t aps  t he
mag ica l  ene rg i e s  o f  t he  wor ld— ene r-
g i e s  long  ago  fou led  by  the  a r r iva l  o f
t h e  R e d  d e a t h — a n y  u s e  o f  t h i s  p r o f i-
c i e n c y  r e q u i r e s  a  p o w e r s  c h e c k .  T h e
chance  o f  f a i l i ng  a  powers  check  i s
b a s e d  o n  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  i n f o r m a-
t i o n  s o u g h t  b y  t h e  p r o g n o s t i c a t o r .  I f
t h e  c h a r a c t e r  s e e k s  o n l y  t r i v i a l  o r
vague  knowledge  ( fo r  example ,  "Sha l l
I  b e  l u c k y  a t  c a r d s  t h i s  m o n t h ? " )  t h e n
t h e  c h e c k  h a s  o n l y  a  1 %  c h a n c e  o f
f a i l u r e .  A n  a t t e m p t  t o  g l e a n  m o r e  s p e-
c i f i c  in format ion  ( fo r  example ,  "Wi l l
o u r  b a t t l e  a g a i n s t  t h e  v a m p i r e  b e  s u c-
cess fu l?")  car r ies  a  2% chance  of  fa i l-
u re  More  p rec i se  ques t ions ,  i f  t he  DM
a l l o w s  t h e m  t o  b e  a s k e d ,  c a n  r e s u l t  i n
more  d i f f i cu l t  checks .  No te  t ha t  t h i s
c h e c k  m u s t  b e  m a d e  e a c h  t i m e  t h e
p ro f i c i ency  i s  a t t emp ted ,  r ega rd l e s s  o f
whether  i t  i s  successfu l .  Also ,  the  DM
may  inc r ea se  t he  d i f f i cu l t y  o f  t he  pow-
e r s  c h e c k  i f  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  s o u g h t  i s
t o  be  u sed  fo r  an  ev i l  o r  ma l i c ious
i n t e n t .

P s y c h o l o g y T h e  m o d e r n  s c i e n c e s
t h a t  s t u d y  t h e  h u m a n  m i n d  a r e  s t i l l  i n
t h e i r  i n f a n c y  i n  1 8 9 0 .  S i g m u n d  F r e u d ,
t h e  f a t h e r  o f  m o d e r n  p s y c h i a t r i c  p r a c-
t i ce s ,  i s  l abo r ing  in  Vienna ,  pe r fo rm-
i n g  t h e  r e s e a r c h  t h a t  w i l l  e v e n t u a l l y
c h a n g e  t h e  w a y  h u m a n s  t h i n k  a b o u t
m e n t a l  h e a l t h .  T h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  F r e u d ' s
i m p o r t a n t  e a r l y  r e s e a r c h  w i l l  n o t  b e
pub l i shed  fo r  a t  l ea s t  f i ve  yea r s .  No t
u n t i l  1 9 0 5  d o e s  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  c o m m u-
n i ty  beg in  to  t ake  h i s  work  se r ious ly .

The  acqu i s i t i on  o f  a  Psycho logy
p r o f i c i e n c y  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  a  c h a r a c t e r
i s  t r a i n e d  i n  t h e  c a r e  a n d  h a n d l i n g  o f
p e r s o n s  s u f f e r i n g  f r o m  v a r y i n g  t y p e s
o f  men ta l  i l l nes s .  Th i s  i nc ludes  the
e f f e c t s  o f  f a i l e d  h o r r o r  o r  m a d n e s s
checks .  Th i s  p ro f i c i ency  has  no  e f fec t
on  f a i l ed  f ea r  checks .  More  i n fo rma-
t ion  on  the  u se  o f  t h i s  p ro f i c i ency  i s
found  i n  Append ix  I I I :  Adven tu r ing  on
Go th i c  Ea r th  i n  t he  Guide  t o  Go th i c
E a r t h r u l e b o o k .

P s y c h o m e t r y A  p e r s o n  w i t h  t h i s
p ro f i c i ency  has  a  l imi t ed  psych ic  g i f t
t h a t  e n a b l e s  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  d e t e c t
t h e  f a i n t  i m p r e s s i o n s  a t t a c h e d  t o
i t e m s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t r a u m a t i c  e v e n t s .
Fo r  i n s t ance ,  i f  a  p sycho rne t r i s t  we re
t o  a t t e m p t  a  p r o f i c i e n c y  c h e c k  o n  a
k n i f e  t h a t  w a s  s u s p e c t e d  a s  a  m u r d e r
w e a p o n ,  a  s u c c e s s f u l  c h e c k  m i g h t
r e v e a l  g r e a t  p a i n  a n d  t e r r o r  l i n k e d  t o
t h e  w e a p o n .  I f  t h e  o b j e c t  h a d  n o  t r a u-
mat i c  even t  a s soc ia t ed  wi th  i t s ,  o r  i f
t h e  r o l l  f a i l e d ,  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  w o u l d
s e n s e  n o t h i n g .  I f  t h e  r o l l  i s  a n  u n m o d-
i f i ed  1 ,  t he  cha rac te r  wi l l  r e l ive  the
t r a u m a t i c  e x p e r i e n c e  a s  i f  h e  h a d  b e e n
p re sen t  a t  t he  even t .  I n  a  s eve re  c a se ,
t h i s  c o u l d  r e s u l t  i n  a  f e a r  o r  h o r r o r
check  o r  even  a  Sys t em Shock  ro l l  t o
a v o i d  d e a t h  o r  c o m a .  I n  o r d e r  t o  u s e
t h i s  s k i l l ,  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  m u s t  h o l d  t h e
o b j e c t  i n  q u e s t i o n  a n d  s p e n d  o n e
c o m p l e t e  r o u n d  c o n c e n t r a t i n g  o n  i t .

P u g i l i s m Heroes  w i th  t h i s  p ro f i c i en-
c y  a r e  h i g h l y  s k i l l e d  i n  u n a r m e d  c o m-
b a t .  M o r e  t h a n  o n e  s l o t  m a y  b e  d e v o t-
e d  t o  t h e  p r o f i c i e n c y ,  a n d  e v e r y  s l o t
d e d i c a t e d  p r o v i d e s  a  +  1  b o n u s  t o  t h e
c h a r a c t e r ' s  a t t a c k  r o l l  w h e n  p u n c h i n g ,
wres t l ing ,  o r  ove rbea r ing .  Th i s  i s  in
a d d i t i o n  t o  a l l  o t h e r  m o d i f i e r s .

Q u i c k  D r a w A hero  wi th  th is  sk i l l  i s
a b l e  t o  q u i c k l y  p r e p a r e  a n d  a i m  a
w e a p o n  i n  c o m b a t .  A  s p e c i f i c  w e a p o n
t y p e  m u s t  b e  c h o s e n  w h e n  t h e  p r o f i-
c i ency  i s  chosen .  Thus ,  a  cha r ac t e r
m a y  h a v e  a  Q u i c k  D r a w  p r o f i c i e n c y
w i t h  a  h a n d g u n ,  b u t  t h e  p r o f i c i e n c y
d o e s  n o t  a p p l y  t o  k n i v e s  o r  c l u b s .
M o r e  t h a n  o n e  s l o t  m a y  b e  d e v o t e d  t o
t h e  p r o f i c i e n c y ,  a n d  e v e r y  s l o t  d e d i-
c a t e d  p r o v i d e s  a  l - p o i n t  b o n u s  t o  t h e
i n i t i a t i v e  r o l l  w h e n  t h e  c h a r a c t e r
r e a c h e s  f o r  t h e  c h o s e n  w e a p o n .  S i n c e
the  mod i f i e r  app l i e s  on ly  t o  a  s i ng l e
c h a r a c t e r ,  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r  w i l l  n e e d  t o
ro l l  i n i t i a t i ve  s epa ra t e ly  f rom the  r e s t
o f  h i s  pa r ty  i f  g roup  in i t i a t ive  i s  used .
Th i s  p ro f i c i ency  i s  mos t  bene f i c i a l
( a n d  l o g i c a l )  w h e n  w e a p o n  s p e e d s  a r e
u s e d  w h e n  d e t e r m i n i n g  i n i t i a t i v e .
Rep l ac ing  t he  weapon  i n  i t s  ho l s t e r
d u r i n g  c o m b a t  n e g a t e s  a n y  b e n e f i t
f r o m  t h i s  p r o f i c i e n c y  i n  t h e  n e x t
r o u n d .  
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R e a d  L a n g u a g e s T h i s  a b i l i t y
a p p l i e s  t o  n o n m a g i c a l  l a n g u a g e s  t h a t
o r i g i n a t e d  o n  E a r t h .  T h e  p r o f i c i e n c y
func t ions  a s  t he  th i e f  sk i l l  o f  t he  s ame
name .  He roes  w i th  t h i s  p ro f i c i ency  a r e
u n a b l e  t o  r e a d  d e a d  o r  a n c i e n t  l a n-
guages  such  a s  Baby lon i an ,  l anguages
w i t h  m a g i c a l  p o w e r s ,  a n d  o b s c u r e
s h o r t h a n d s  a n d  a r c a n e  s c r i p t .

R e l i g i o n ,  A n c i e n t Thi s  p ro f i c i ency
p r o v i d e s  a  h e r o  w i t h  a  g e n e r a l  u n d e r-
s t a n d i n g  o f  a n c i e n t  r e l i g i o n s  t h a t  a r e
n o  l o n g e r  p r a c t i c e d  o p e n l y  o n  G o t h i c
Ea r th .  Add i t i ona l  s l o t s  c an  be  devo t ed
t o  t h i s  p r o f i c i e n c y  t o  m a k e  a  c h a r a c t e r
a n  e x p e r t  o n  t h e  t e n e t s  a n d  b e l i e f s  o f
a  spec i f ic  los t  re l ig ion .

T h i s  s k i l l  t e n d s  t o  p r o v i d e
m a c a b r e  a n d  u n u s u a l  i n f o r m a t i o n
a b o u t  " t h e  d e a d  g o d s "  a n d  s i m i l a r  s i n-
i s t e r - s o u n d i n g  c o n c e r n s .  S o m e  s m a l l
c r o s s o v e r  e x i s t s  w i t h  t h e  M o d e r n
Rel ig ion  prof ic iency .

R e l i g i o n ,  M o d e r n This  ski l l  i s  s im-
i l a r  to  the  Re l ig ion  p ro f i c i ency  in  the
Player ’ s  Handbook.  I t  g r an t s  a  cha rac-
t e r  a  gene ra l  f ami l i a r i t y  wi th  r e l ig ions
c u r r e n t l y  p r a c t i c e d  o n  G o t h i c  E a r t h .
Add i t i ona l  s l o t s  may  be  a l l oca t ed  t o
a l l o w  a  c h a r a c t e r  t o  b e  a n  e x p e r t  i n
the  t ene t s  and  h i s t o ry  o f  a  spec i f i c
f a i t h .  A  sma l l  amoun t  o f  c ro s sove r
ex is t s  wi th  the  Ancien t  Re l ig ion  prof i-
c i e n c y .

S a v o i r - F a i r e A  c h a r a c t e r  w i t h  t h i s
sk i l l  h a s  t he  ab i l i t y  t o  smoo th ly  and
q u i c k l y  a d a p t  t o  a n y  s i t u a t i o n  i n  a n y
t y p e  o f  c o m p a n y .  A  m a l e  c h a r a c t e r
s u d d e n l y  c o n f r o n t e d  b y  a  p a c k  o f
a n g r y  t h u g s  m i g h t  m a k e  a  S a v o i r - f a i r e
c h e c k  t o  s t r i k e  u p  a  c o n v e r s a t i o n  a n d
pass  a s  one  o f  t he i r  own .  A  f ema le
c h a r a c t e r  i n  t h e  s a m e  s i t u a t i o n  m a y
b e  a b l e  t o  c h a r m  h e r  w a y  o u t  o f  d a n-
g e r .  C o n v e r s e l y ,  s u c h  c h a r a c t e r s  c a n
e x h i b i t  a l l  t h e  g r a c e  a n d  n o b i l i t y
s h o w n  i n  t h e  g r e a t  c o u r t s  o f  E u r o p e ,
p e r h a p s  g a r n e r i n g  t h e  f i n e s t  t a b l e s  i n
r e s t a u r a n t s  o r  t h e  b e s t  s u i t e s  i n
h o t e l s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  a n y  e f f e c t s
ca l l ed  fo r  by  ro le -p lay ing  and  DM’s
judgmen t  i n  spec i f i c  s i t ua t i ons ,  a  suc-
cess fu l  Savoi r - fa i re  ro l l  appl ies  a  +2
b o n u s  t o  t h e  R e a c t i o n  A d j u s t m e n t  a n d
Loya l ty  Base  mod i f i e r s  a s  de t e rmined
b y  a  c h a r a c t e r ' s  C h a r i s m a .  A  c h a r a c t e r
wi th  the  Savo i r - fa i re  p rof ic iency  i s
a b l e  t o  b l e n d  i n t o  a  s e t t i n g  a n d  l e a r n
c u s t o m s  b y  o b s e r v i n g  t h e  n a t i v e s .  T h e
DM may  impose  a  pena l ty  o f  l ,  2 ,  o r  3
po in t s  t o  the  d i e  ro l l  i n  cases  o f
u n u s u a l  o r  o b s c u r e  c u s t o m s  i n  f o r e i g n
l a n d s .

S e a m a n s h i p Thi s  sk i l l  i s  unchanged
f r o m  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  i n  t h e  Player’s
H a n d b o o k.  I t  r e f lec t s  a  knowledge  of
a n d  f a m i l i a r i t y  w i t h  t h e  m o r e

a d v a n c e d  t y p e s  o f  s h i p s  e m p l o y e d  i n
t h e  1 8 9 0 ’ s .

S i x t h  S e n s e A  c h a r a c t e r  w i t h  t h i s
p ro f i c i ency  i s  s ens i t i ve  to  t he  p re s-
e n c e  o f  t h e  s u p e r n a t u r a l  i n  i t s  m a n y
m a n i f e s t a t i o n s .  I f  s u c h  a  c h a r a c t e r
s p e n d s  o n e  r o u n d  c l e a r i n g  h i s  m i n d
a n d  m a k i n g  h i m s e l f  r e c e p t i v e  t o  t h e
a m b i e n t  e n e r g i e s  o f  t h e  a r e a ,  h e  c a n
s e n s e  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  s p e l l  u s e  a n d
u n d e a d  o r  s u p e r n a t u r a l  c r e a t u r e s .
( T h e  D M  m u s t  d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  a
c rea tu re  f a l l s  i n to  t h i s  ca t ego ry . )  The
sensa t i on  i s  on ly  a  t i ng l ing  awarenes s
t h a t  s u p e r n a t u r a l  e n e r g i e s  a r e  n e a r ,
a n d  g i v e s  n o  c l u e  a s  t o  t h e  n a t u r e  o f
the  ene rg i e s  o r  exac t  l oca t i on ,  bu t  i t
m a y  p r o v i d e  a  c h a r a c t e r  w i t h  s u f f i-
c i e n t  w a r n i n g  t o  t a k e  s p e c i a l  p r e c a u-
t i o n s .  W h e n  t h e  h e r o  ( i n  a  c o n s c i o u s
a t t e m p t  t o  s e e  i f  s u c h  e n e r g i e s  a r e  i n
t h e  a r e a )  i n v o k e s  t h i s  s e n s e  t h e y  a r e
r e a c h i n g  o u t  i n t o  t h e  w e b  a n d  t h u s  a
powers  check  i s  ca l led  fo r .  I t  i s  a  base
1% power s  check .  The  DM can  up  t h i s
p e r c e n t a g e  a t  t h e i r  d i s c r e t i o n .

S p e c i a l  I n t e r e s t This  sk i l l  can  be
d e f i n e d  b y  t h e  D M  a n d  p l a y e r  t o  s i m-
u l a t e  a n y  o f  t h e  w i d e  r a n g e  o f  t a l e n t s
a v a i l a b l e  t o  c h a r a c t e r s  i n  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s .
F o r  e x a m p l e  a  p l a y e r  m i g h t  w i s h  t o
have  a  he ro  who  i s  a  sk i l l ed  b icyc l i s t
o r  an  expe r t  a t  g rowing  ro se s .  I n
e i t h e r  c a s e s  t h e  D M  c o u l d  r e q u i r e  t h a t
the  p l aye r  a l loca t e  a  Spec ia l  In t e re s t
p ro f i c i ency  s l o t  t o  a ccoun t  f o r  t he
d e s i r e d  t a l e n t .  W h e n  t h i s  s k i l l  i s
s e l ec t ed ,  t he  DM mus t  a s s ign  a  r e l a t ed
ab i l i ty  sco re ;  fo r  example ,  dex te r i ty
wou ld  app ly  t o  t he  b i cyc l i s t .  Th i s  p ro-
f i c i e n c y  i s  i n t e n d e d  p r i m a r i l y  f o r
ac t iv i t i e s  t ha t  migh t  s e rve  a s  ca sua l
h o b b i e s  o r  i n t e r e s t s .  S u c h  a r e a s  a r e
t y p i c a l l y  t h o s e  t h a t  a  c h a r a c t e r  c a n
l e a r n  w i t h o u t  s p e n d i n g  e x t e n d e d  t i m e
i n  a  c l a s s r o o m  o r  u n d e r  t h e  t u t e l a g e
o f  a  r e c o g n i z e d  m a s t e r s  i f  t h e  j u d g e
fee l s  tha t  the  sk i l l  i s  compl ica ted ,  he
m a y  a s k  t h a t  a  c h a r a c t e r  a l l o c a t e  t w o
s lo t s  to  i t .  I f  a  charac te r  wishes  to
make  a  p ro f e s s ion  o f  an  ac t i v i t y  t yp i-
c a l l y  t h o u g h t  o f  a s  a  h o b b y ,  f o r  e x a m-
p l e ,  s e r v i n g  a s  a  s t a m p  o r  c o i n  d e a l e r
ins t ead  o f  s imply  a  co l l ec to r ,  o r  a s  a
w i n e  s t e w a r d  i n s t e a d  o f  a  c o n n o i s s e u r ,
e x t r a  s l o t s  m a y  b e  r e q u i r e d  a s  d e e m e d
b y  t h e  j u d g e .  I f  t h e r e  i s  a n y  q u e s t i o n
o n  h o w  a  p a r t i c u l a r  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t
w o r k s  o r  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  s l o t s ,  i t  s h o u l d
t a k e  i t  s h o u l d  b e  f o r w a r d e d  t o  t h e
c a m p a i g n  c o o r d i n a t o r .

S p e l l c r a f t While  th i s  t a l en t  c lose ly
r e s e m b l e s  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  i n  t h e
Player ’ s  Handbook,  i t  m u s t  b e  r e f i n e d
fo r  use  on  Goth ic  Ear th .  As  in  s t an-
da rd  AD&D ru le s ,  t he  f i r s t  s lo t  spen t
o n  S p e l l c r a f t  i n d i c a t e s  a  g e n e r a l
knowledge  o f  mag ica l  l o r e  and  spe l l-

cas t ing .  Addi t iona l  p ro f i c i ency  s lo t s
c a n  b e  a p p l i e d  t o  i n d i c a t e  e x p e r t i s e
wi th  a  spec i f ic  school  of  magic .  A
c h a r a c t e r  g a i n s  a  + 2  b o n u s  w h e n  m a k-
i n g  c h e c k s  t h a t  i n v o l v e  o n e  o f  t h e
schoo l s  i n  wh ich  he  i s  an  expe r t .  No te
t h a t  S p e l l c r a f t  r e c o g n i z e s  o n l y  t h e
m a g i c  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  a d e p t s  ( o r
A D & D  g a m e  w i z a r d s ) .  C h a r a c t e r s
wi sh ing  to  be  f ami l i a r  w i th  t he  mag ic
o f  m y s t i c s  s h o u l d  r e f e r  t o  t h e
Sp i r i t c ra f t  p ro f i c i ency .

S p i r i t c r a f t Thi s  sk i l l  ope ra t e s  i n  t he
s a m e  m a n n e r  a s  t h e  S p e l l c r a f t  p r o f i-
c i ency .  I n s t ead  o f  app ly ing  t o  w iza rd
and  adep t  spe l l s ,  i t  app l i e s  t o  mys t i c
spe l l s .  Heroes  wish ing  fami l ia r i ty  wi th
t h e  s p e l l s  c a s t  b y  a d e p t s  s h o u l d  r e f e r
to  the  Spe l lc ra f t  p rof ic iency .  Spe l l s
c a s t  b y  m y s t i c s  o p e r a t e  d i f f e r e n t l y  o n
Go th i c  Ea r th  t han  do  p r i e s t  spe l l s  i n
s t anda rd  AD&D ru l e s .  I n  o rde r  t o  ca s t
m y s t i c  s p e l l s ,  a  c h a r a c t e r  m u s t  b e
f a m i l i a r  w i t h  a p p r o p r i a t e  m y s t i c a l
p r o c e d u r e s  a n d  l o r e .  S e l e c t i o n  o f  o n e
s lo t  o f  the  Sp i r i t c ra f t  p ro f i c i ency  ind i-
ca t e s  a  gene ra l  f ami l i a r i t y  w i th  t he
n a t u r e  o f  m y s t i c i s m  a n d  t h e  p r o c e-
d u r e s  b y  w h i c h  s p e l l s  a r e  c a s t .
A d d i t i o n a l  s l o t s  c a n  b e  d e v o t e d  t o
g ive  a  he ro  expe r t i s e  i n  t he  l o r e  a s so-
c i a t ed  w i th  one  spec i f i c  sphe re  o f
m a g i c .  M a n y  m o d i f i e r s  m a y  b e
app l i ed  to  Sp i r i t c ra f t  checks .  A  mys t i c
c h a r a c t e r  w i t h  m i n o r  a c c e s s  t o  t h e
sphe re  i nvo lved  i n  a  check  ga in s  a  +  1
b o n u s  t o  t h e  r o l l .  A  c h a r a c t e r  w i t h
e x p e r t i s e  i n  t h e  s p h e r e  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e
check  ga ins  a  +2  bonus  to  t he  ro l l .  A
m y s t i c  c h a r a c t e r  w i t h  m a j o r  a c c e s s  t o
t h e  s p h e r e  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  c h e c k  g a i n s
a  +3  bonus  t o  t he  ro l l .  A  he ro  who  i s
a n  e x p e r t  i n  t h e  s p h e r e  i n  q u e s t i o n
a n d  a l s o  h a s  m i n o r  a c c e s s  t o  t h a t
s p h e r e  g a i n s  a  + 3  b o n u s  t o  c h e c k s
aga in s t  t ha t  sphe re .  I f  a  cha rac t e r  i s
a n  e x p e r t  i n  a n d  h a s  m a j o r  a c c e s s  t o  a
s p h e r e ,  a  + 4  b o n u s  i s  a p p l i e d  t o
c h e c k s  a g a i n s t  t h a t  s p h e r e .

T a i l o r T h i s  s k i l l  r e p l a c e s  t h e
S e a m s t r e s s / T a i l o r  p r o f i c i e n c y  i n  t h e
Player ’ s  Handbook a n d  i n c l u d e s  c o m-
p e t e n c e  w i t h  a l l  t h e  m o d e r n  s e w i n g
t e c h n i q u e s  a n d  d e v i c e s  o f  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s .

T a n n i n g T h i s  s k i l l  r e p l a c e s  t h e
L e a t h e r w o r k i n g  p r o f i c i e n c y  i n  t h e
Player ’ s  Handbook

T a x i d e r m y A  h e r o  w h o  c h o o s e s  t h i s
s k i l l  i s  a b l e  t o  d i s m e m b e r  a n d  s u c-
ces s fu l ly  r econs t ruc t  t he  ca rcas se s  o f
a n i m a l s  f o r  d i s p l a y  p u r p o s e s .  S u c h  a
c h a r a c t e r  m a y  b e  e m p l o y e d  b y  a
m u s e u m  o r  m a y  w o r k  i n d e p e n d e n t l y ,
p o s s i b l y  a s  a  h o b b y .  W h e n  t h i s  p r o f i-
c i e n c y  i s  c h o s e n ,  t h e  p l a y e r  m u s t  d e s-
i g n a t e  t h e  s k i l l  t o  a p p l y  t o  m a m m a l s ,
b i r d s ,  o r  r e p t i l e s  a n d  a m p h i b i a n s .  I f
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a d d i t i o n a l  s l o t s  a r e  a l l o c a t e d  a n  a d d i-
t i o n a l  c a t e g o r y  o f  a n i m a l  m a y  b e
s e l e c t e d .

T e a m s t e r A  c h a r a c t e r  w i t h  t h i s  p r o-
f ic iency i s  ab le  to  sk i l l fu l ly  dr ive  wag-
o n s ,  c a r t s ,  a n d  s i m i l a r  a n i m a l  d r a w n
conveyances .  I n  gene ra l ,  no  p ro f i c i en-
cy  check  i s  r equ i r ed  fo r  t h i s  ac t iv i ty
u n l e s s  a n  u n u s u a l  s i t u a t i o n  a r i s e s ,
s u c h  a s  b a d  w e a t h e r  o r  f r i g h t e n e d  a n i-
m a l s .  I n  s u c h  c a s e s ,  t h e  D M  m a y
a s s i g n  b o n u s e s  o r  p e n a l t i e s  t o  t h e  r o l l
a s  a p p r o p r i a t e

T h e s p i a n Heroes  w i th  t h i s  p ro f i c i en-
cy  a r e  sk i l l ed  pe r fo rmer s  w i th  expe r i-
ence  on  the  s t age .   A  sk i l l ed  Thesp ian
i s  a b l e  t o  a d o p t  t h e  m a n n e r i s m s  a n d
s p e e c h  p a t t e r n s  o f  t h o s e  s h e  i s  i m p e r-
sona t ing  wi th  g rea t  e f f i cacy .  A  he ro
w h o  s u c c e s s f u l  c o m b i n e s  t h i s  s k i l l
w i th  the  Di sgu i se  sk i l l  can  wi ths t and
the  c lo se s t  s c ru t i ny  by  c r i t i c s  and
aud iences .  Th i s  sk i l l  may  a l so  be  u sed
in  un i son  w i th  Danc ing  o r  S ing ing  t o
r e f l ec t  backg rounds  i n  spec i f i c  t ypes
o f  t h e a t e r  o r  o p e r a .

T o x i c o l o g y Toxico logy  i s  the  sc ience
o f  po i sons ,  t he i r  e f f ec t s  and  hand l i ng .
The  cha rac t e r  w i th  Tox ico logy  has  a
c h a n c e  t o  i d e n t i f y  c o m m o n  p o i s o n s ,
k n o w  h o w  t h e y  a r e  a d m i n i s t e r e d  a n d
b a s i c  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e i r  e f f e c t .
S h e  k n o w s  h o w  t o  h a n d l e  m o s t  p o i-
s o n s  w i t h o u t  e n d a n g e r i n g  h e r s e l f .
Knowledge  o f  Chemis t ry  a l so  pe rmi t s
the  i den t i f i ca t i on  o f  new po i sons ,  a s
w e l l  a s  t h e  m a k i n g  o f  p o i s o n s .
M e d i c i n e  a n d  T o x i c o l o g y  a r e  n e e d e d
i n  o r d e r  t o  c r e a t e  n e w  p o i s o n s  t h a t
m i m i c  a  s p e c i f i c  n a t u r a l  d i s e a s e  a n d
t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  f o r m u l a  f o r  a n t i d o t e s .
T h e  k n o w l e d g e  o f  B o t a n y  g i v e s  a
b o n u s  ( + 1 )  w h e n  c r e a t i n g  a  p o i s o n
d e r i v e d  f r o m  p l a n t s  w h i l e  B i o l o g y
g i v e s  a  b o n u s  ( + 1 )  w h e n  a n i m a l
venom i s  used .   B io logy  can  a l so  g ive  a
b o n u s  ( + 1 )  i f  a n  a t t e m p t  i s  b e i n g
made  t o  p roduce  a  spec i f i c  e f f ec t  ( f o r
e x a m p l e ,  p a r a l y z a t i o n )  f r o m  a  p o i s o n .
As  wi th  o the r  s c i ences  a  supp ly  o f
m a t e r i a l s  a n d  l a b o r a t o r y  e q u i p m e n t  i s
r e q u i r e d  f o r  m a k i n g  n e w  p o i s o n s ,
a n t i d o t e s  o r  a n t i t o x i n s .  T h e  m a k i n g  o f
an t i t ox in s  r equ i r e s  bo th  Tox i co logy
and  B io logy .  The  check  fo r  mak ing  an

an t i t ox in  i s  In t e l l i gence  -2  (no  bonus
f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  p r o f i c i e n c i e s )  a n d  t h e y
c a n  o n l y  d o  s o  i n  a  l a b o r a t o r y .  T h e
f i r s t  success fu l  use  o f  an  an t i tox in  was
i n  1 8 9 4  a g a i n s t  d i p h t h e r i a .  

Z o o l o g y A charac te r  wi th  th i s  sk i l l
h a s  a  w o r k i n g  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e
k n o w n  a n i m a l s  a n d  t h e i r  h a b i t s .  T h i s
s k i l l  d o e s  n o t  p e r m i t  a  c h a r a c t e r  t o
t r a i n  w i l d  a n i m a l s ,  b u t  i t  c a n  b e  u s e d
wi th  t he  An ima l  Husband ry  sk i l l  t o
e l i m i n a t e  t h e  p e n a l t y  n o r m a l l y  a s s o c i-
a t e d  w i t h  s u c h  a t t e m p t s .  T h i s  p r o f i-
c i e n c y  m i g h t  a l l o w  a  c h a r a c t e r  t o  t e n d
a  m i n o r  i n j u r y  o r  r e c o g n i z e  a n  a i l-
m e n t  i n  a n  a n i m a l ,  b u t  i t  d o e s  n o t
c o n f e r  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  p e r f o r m  s u r g e r y
o r  d i a g n o s e  c o m p l e x  d i s e a s e s .
M u l t i p l e  s l o t s  m a y  b e  d e v o t e d  t o
Zoology  to  improve  th i s  ab i l i ty  i f  the
p l a y e r  a n d  D M  s o  c h o o s e .

❏



Proficiency Listing
G e n e r a l S l o t s A b i l i t y M o d P r o f e s s i o n a l S l o t s A b i l i t y M o d
A r t i s a n 1 W i s 0 A g r i c u l t u r e 1 I n t 0
A t h l e t i c s 1 ? 0 B l a c k s m i t h * 1 S t r 0
Cooking* 1 I n t 0 Brewing* 1 I n t 0
Dancing* 1 D e x 0 C a r p e n t r y * 1 S t r 0
E t i q u e t t e * 1 C h a 0 Clockwork 1 D e x 0
H i s t o r y 1 I n t 0 Cobbl ing* 1 D e x 0
Language ,  Modern 1 I n t 0 G u n s m i t h i n g 1 I n t 0
M u s i c i a n 1 D e x - 1 H e a l i n g 1 W i s 0
Singing* 1 C h a 0 J e w e l e r 2 D e x - 2
S a v o i r - f a i r e 1 C h a 0 J o u r n a l i s m 1 I n t 0
S p e c i a l  I n t e r e s t 1 o r 2 ? 0 M a s o n r y 1 S t r - 2
Swimming* 1 S t r 0 Mining* 2 W i s - 3

P h o t o g r a p h y 1 D e x 0
M i l i t a r y S l o t s A b i l i t y M o d P o t t e r y * 1 D e x - 2
A r t i l l e r y 1 I n t 0 S e a m a n s h i p  1 D e x + 1
Bl ind  F igh t i ng* 2 N / A N / A T a i l o r 1 D e x - 1
D e m o l i t i o n 2 I n t - 2 T a n n i n g 1 I n t 0
E n d u r a n c e * 2 Con 0 T a x i d e r m y 1 D e x - 2
H e r a l d r y 1 I n t 0 T h e s p i a n 1 C h a 0
M a r k s m a n s h i p 1 N / A N / A Weaving* 1 I n t - 1
P u g i l i s m 1 N / A N / A
Q u i c k  D r a w 1 N / A N / A A r c a n e S l o t A b i l i t y M o d

A l c h e m y 1 I n t - 1
Runn ing* 1 Con - 6 A r i t h m o l o g y 2 I n t - 2
Surv iva l* 2 I n t 0 F o r b i d d e n  L o r e 2 I n t - 1

H i e r a r c h y  C o n t a c t  2 C h a - 2
E d u c a t i o n a l S l o t s A b i l i t y M o d L a n g u a g e ,  A n c i e n t 1 I n t 0
A c a d e m i c i a n 1 W i s 0 M e d i t a t i o n 1  W i s - 1
A r c h a e o l o g y 2 I n t 0 M e s m e r i s m 2 C h a 0
A s t r o n o m y 2 I n t 0 Movement  Medi ta t ion  1 W i s - 2
Bio logy 2 I n t 0 P r e s e n c e 2 C h a 0
Bo ta ny  2 I n t 0 P r o g n o s t i c a t i o n 2 I n t 0
C h e m i s t r y 2 I n t 0 P s y c h o m e t r y 2  W i s  - 2
C r i m i n o l o g y 2 I n t 0 R e l i g i o n ,  A n c i e n t 1 W i s 0
E l e c t r i c i t y 2 I n t - 2 S i x t h  S e n s e 2 I n t - 2
E n g i n e e r i n g 2 I n t 0 S p e l l c r a f t 1  I n t - 2
Geology 2 I n t 0 S p i r i t c r a f t 1 W i s - 2
Law 1 I n t - 2
M e d i c i n e 2 W i s 0
P h y s i c s 2 I n t 0 W i l d e r n e s s S l o t s A b i l i t y M o d
P s y c h o l o g y 2 W i s 0   A n i m a l  H u s b a n d r y 1 W i s - 1
Re l ig ion ,  Modern 1 W i s 0 E q u e s t r i a n 1 D e x + 2
Zoology 2 I n t 0 F i r e  B u i l d i n g * 1 W i s - 1

F i s h i n g * 1 W i s - 1
R o g u e S l o t s A b i l i t y M o d H e r b a l i s m * 2 I n t - 2
A p p r a i s i n g 1 I n t 0 H u n t i n g * 1 W i s - 1
B a c k s t a b b i n g 2 N / A N / A M o u n t a i n e e r i n g * 1 N / A N / A
C l i m b  W a l l s 2 D e x - 2 Nav iga t i on 1 I n t - 2
De tec t  No i se 2 I n t - 2 Rope Use* 1 D e x 0
Disgu i s e* 1 C h a - 1 Surv iva l* 2 I n t 0
F i n d / R e m o v e  T r a p s 2 D e x - 2 T e a m s t e r 1 D e x + 1
F o r g e r y * 1 D e x - 1 T r a c k i n g * 2 W i s 0
Gaming* 1 C h a - 1
Hide  in  Shadows 2 D e x - 2 *  These  sk i l l s  a r e  unchanged  f rom the  PHB.
Move  S i l en t ly 2 D e x - 2   
O p e n  L o c k s 2 D e x - 2
P i c k  P o c k e t s 2 D e x - 2 C l a s s A v a i l a b l e  C a t e g o r i e s
Read  Languages  2 I n t - 2 A d e p t G e n e r a l  a n d  A r c a n e
Read Lips* 2 I n t - 2 M y s t i c G e n e r a l  a n d  A r c a n e
Set  Snares* 1 D e x - 1 S o l d i e r G e n e r a l  a n d  M i l i t a r y
T igh t rope  Walk ing* 1 D e x 0 T r a d e s m a n G e n e r a l  a n d  P r o f e s s i o n a l
Tox ico logy 2  I n t - 2
Tumbl ing* 1 D e x 0
V e n t r i l o q u i s m * 1 I n t - 2  
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Explosives 
Three  t ypes  o f  exp lo s ive s  a r e  com-
m o n l y  a v a i l a b l e :  d y n a m i t e ,  g u n p o w-
d e r  a n d  n i t r o g l y c e r i n e .  A l l  h a v e  s p e-
c i f i c  u se s ,  advan t ages ,  and  haza rd s .
O n l y  a  c h a r a c t e r  w i t h  t h e  D e m o l i t i o n
p r o f i c i e n c y  s h o u l d  a t t e m p t  t o  h a n d l e
explos ives ,  espec ia l ly  in  a  c r i s i s  s i tua-
t ion .  Unl ike  f i r ea rms ,  exp los ives  have
a  b l a s t  r a d i u s  t h a t  c a n  p o t e n t i a l l y
in ju re  o r  k i l l  severa l  peop le .  To  re f l ec t
th i s ,  each  o f  the  th ree  exp los ives  i s
r a t e d  f o r  d a m a g e  a n d  b l a s t  r a d i u s .
A n y o n e  c a u g h t  w i t h i n  t h e  b l a s t  r a d i u s
a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  d e t o n a t i o n  s u f f e r s  d a m-
a g e .  V i c t i m s  a r e  a l l o w e d  a  s a v i n g
t h r o w  v s .  b r e a t h  w e a p o n  t o  s u f f e r
o n l y  h a l f  d a m a g e .

D y n a m i t e:  This  i s  the  bes t  a l l -
a r o u n d  e x p l o s i v e  f o r  G o t h i c  E a r t h
adven tu re r s .  I t  i s  f a i r l y  s t ab l e ,  mean-
i n g  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  e a s i l y  d e t o n a t e d  b y
acc iden t ;  i t  de l ive r s  a  good  k i ck  when
exp loded ;  and  i t  i s  f a i r ly  easy  to  con-
c e a l  a n d  t r a n s p o r t .  I n  c o m b a t  a  h e r o  i s
a l l owed  to  l i gh t  and  t h row one  s t i ck  o f
d y n a m i t e  p e r  r o u n d ,  u s i n g  t h e  s t a n-
d a r d  r u l e s  f o r  g r e n a d e - l i k e  w e a p o n s
i n  C h a p t e r  9  o f  t h e  Player ’ s  Handbook.

G u n p o w d e r:  W h e n  u s e d  f o r
d e m o l i t i o n ,  g u n p o w d e r  i s  e m p l o y e d
in  f i ve -pound  wooden  kegs .  I t  i s  more
c u m b e r s o m e  a n d  l e s s  e f f i c i e n t  t h a n
d y n a m i t e ,  b u t  i s  s o m e w h a t  c h e a p e r .
G u n p o w d e r  i s  t o o  b u l k y  t o  b e  u s e d  i n
c o m b a t  u n l e s s  s p e c i a l  p r e p a r a t i o n s
h a v e  b e e n  t a k e n  i n  a d v a n c e .

N i t r o g l y c e r i n e:  W h i l e  n i t r o-
g lycer ine  i s  an  ef f ic ient  explos ive ,  i t  i s
s o  d a n g e r o u s  t h a t  f e w  a d v e n t u r e r s
wi l l  u se  i t  excep t  i n  despe ra t e  s i t ua-
t ions .  V ia l s  o f  n i t rog lyce r ine  may  be
u s e d  a s  g r e n a d e s  i n  c o m b a t ,  b u t  t h i s
p r e s e n t s  n e a r l y  a s  m u c h  d a n g e r  t o  t h e
use r  a s  to  the  v ic t im.  Ni t rog lyce r ine  i s
s u s c e p t i b l e  t o  e x p l o d i n g  i n  e x t r e m e
t e m p e r a t u r e s  o r  w h e n  j o s t l e d .

F u s e s:  An explos ive  device  i s  gen-
e r a l l y  d e t o n a t e d  w i t h  a  b l a s t i n g  c a p
c o n n e c t e d  t o  a  l i g h t e d  f u s e .  O t h e r
m e c h a n i s m s ,  b o t h  m u n d a n e  a n d  m a g-
ica l ,  can  be  used  to  se t  o f f  exp los ions .
T h e  m o s t  c o m m o n  o f  t h e s e  i s  a
p l u n g e r  d e t o n a t o r  ( a  d e s c r i p t i o n  f o l-
lows) .  Success fu l  use  o f  a  fuse  o r  de to-
n a t o r  r e q u i r e s  a  p r o f i c i e n c y  c h e c k
when  the  dev ice  i s  se t .  I f  the  ro l l  i s
s u c c e s s f u l ,  t h e  c h a r g e  e x p l o d e s  a s
expec t ed .  I n  l e s s  t han  i dea l  cond i t i ons
p e n a l t i e s  o r  a d d i t i o n a l  r o l l s  m a y  b e
r e q u i r e d .
Fuse :  Th i s  i s  a  l eng th  o f  f l ammable
co rd  t ha t  i s  w i r ed  t o  a  b l a s t i ng  cap .
W h e n  t h e  c o r d  b u r n s  d o w n  t o  t h e  c a p ,
t he  cap  i gn i t e s  and  s e t s  o f f  an  exp lo-
s ive  dev ice .  I t  i s  by  fa r  the  mos t  com-
m o n  m e t h o d  o f  t r i g g e r i n g  d e m o l i t i o n
c h a r g e s  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  s a f e  t o  t r a n s p o r t
and  fa i r ly  r e l i ab le  to  use .  Because
s u c h  f u s e s  b u r n  u n e v e n l y  a n d  a t  d i f-
f e r i ng  r a t e s ,  p r ec i s ion  t im ing  o f  an
exp los ion  i s  no t  poss ib le .  As  a  genera l
r u l e ,  a  o n e - y a r d  l e n g t h  o f  f u s e  b u r n s
i n  o n e  r o u n d  ( o n e  m i n u t e ) .  A  d e v i a-
t i on  o f  p lu s  o r  m inus  10% i s  cons id-
e r ed  ave rage .  A  ca re fu l  demol i t i on i s t

wi l l  p l an  fo r  th i s  va r i ance .
P l u n g e r  D e t o n a t o r:  W h e n  p r e-

c i s ion  t iming  i s  r equ i r ed ,  t h i s  t ype  o f
d e t o n a t o r  i s  a  m u s t .  W h e n  a  c h a r g e  i s
p laced ,  a  l eng th  o f  wi re  i s  l a id  to  con-
n e c t  t h e  c h a r g e  t o  t h e  p l u n g e r .  T h e
d e m o l i t i o n i s t  c a n  t h e n  c h o o s e  t h e

p rec i s e  t ime  o f  t he  exp lo s ion ,  dep re s s
t h e  p l u n g e r  o n  t h e  d e t o n a t o r ,  a n d
s e n d  a n  e l e c t r i c a l  c h a r g e  d o w n  t h e
wi re  to  se t  o f f  the  exp los ives .  When
p u r c h a s e d ,  a  d e t o n a t o r  o f  t h i s  t y p e
inc ludes  50  f ee t  o f  w i re .  Add i t iona l
cab le  i s  ava i l ab l e  t o  a l l ow de tona t ion
f r o m  g r e a t e r  d i s t a n c e s .

Silver Bullets *
The  Gunsmi th  P ro f i c i ency  does  a l l ow
f o r  t h e  m a k i n g  o f  s p e c i a l  a m m u n i t i o n .
H o w e v e r  s i l v e r  m e l t s  a t  a  m u c h  h i g h e r
t e m p e r a t u r e  t h a n  l e a d  d o e s .  Y o u  n e e d
acces s  t o  some th ing  s imi l a r  t o  a  b low-
t o r c h  ( o r  f o r c e d  a i r  f u r n a c e )  t o  m e l t
enough  s i l ve r  t o  make  t he  bu l l e t s .  You
a l s o  n e e d  s p e c i a l  e q u i p m e n t  t o  m a k e
s i lver  bul le t s .  The  fo l lowing l i s t  i s  the
c o s t  p e r  b u l l e t  f o r  t h e  r a w  m a t e r i a l
( s i lve r )  i f  your  he ro  i s  mak ing  s i lve r
bu l l e t s :  de r r i nge r -10  cen t s ,  navy  p i s-
t o l - 3 0  c e n t s ,  a r m y  p i s t o l - 5 0  c e n t s ,
r i f l e -60  cen t s .   The re  i s  a l so  the  add i-
t i o n a l  c o s t  o f  t h e  e q u i p m e n t  n e e d e d .
A b lowtorch  and  v i se  wi l l  cos t  you
$20 ;  a  sma l l  fo rced  a i r  fu rnace  wi l l
cos t  you  $65 .   S i lve r  bu l l e t s  a re  ava i l-
a b l e  i n  s m a l l  q u a n t i t i e s  f r o m  s o m e  o f
t h e  l a r g e r  s u p p l i e r s  o f  a m m u n i t i o n .
T h e y  s e e  i t  a s  a  n o v e l t y  i t e m  a n d  d o
n o t  k e e p  l a r g e  a m o u n t s  o n  h a n d
(1d10  o f  any  one  t ype  w i l l  be  ava i l-
a b l e  o n c e  p e r  a d v e n t u r e  i f  t h e r e  i s  a
company in  the  a rea) .  E ley  Bros .  LTD. ,
o f  London ,  B i rmingham,  Glasgow,  and
L iege  (Be lg ium)  a r e  one  such  compa-
n y .  T h e  c o s t  p e r  b u l l e t  f r o m  s u c h  c o m-
p a n i e s  i s :  d e r r i n g e r - 1 5  c e n t s ;  n a v y
p i s to l -40  cen t s ;  a rmy  p i s to l -55  cen t s
a n d  r i f l e - 7 5  c e n t s .

S i l v e r  B u l l e t s  a n d  D a m a g e.
S i lve r  bu l l e t s  w i l l  do  -1pe r  d6  used
w h e n  f i g u r i n g  d a m a g e .  

Masque of the Red Death
Equipment Details

Firearms Chart
F i r e a r m ROF Rds . R a n g e  S / M / L Size S p e e d D m g .
C a r b i n e 1 / 1 1 1 0 / 2 5 / 3 0 M 7 2 d 6 - 1
C a r b i n e  r e p . 4 / 1 1 2 1 0 / 2 5 / 3 0 M 4 2 d 6 + 1
Pi s to l ,  a rmy 6 / 1 6 6 / 1 5 / 2 5 S 3 2 d 6 + 1
Pis to l ,  navy 6 / 1    6 6 / 1 5 / 2 0 S 3 2 d 6 - 1
D e r r i n g e r 1 / 1   1 1 / - / - S 2 1 d 6
Rifle 1 / 1   1 1 2 / 3 0 / 4 0 M 8 3 d 6 - 1
Rif le ,  rep. 4 / 1   1 5   1 2 / 3 0 / 4 0 M 5 3 d 6 + 1
S c a t t e r g u n 2 / 1   2 1 / 2 / 3 M 4  3 d 6 - 2
S h o t g u n 2 / 1   2 1 / 4 / 1 0 M  5 3 d 6

Dynamite Chart
#  o f  s t i cks Blas t  r ad ius D a m a g e
1 5  f e e t 1 d 6
2 - 3 1 0  f e e t 2 d 6
4 - 7 1 5  f e e t 3 d 6
8 - 1 5 2 0  f e e t 4 d 6
1 6 + 2 5  f e e t 5 d 6

Gunpowder
# of  Kegs Blas t  r ad ius D a m a g e
1 5  f e e t 1 d 6
2 - 3 1 5  f e e t 3 d 6
4 - 7 2 0  f e e t 4 d 6
8 - 1 5 2 5  f e e t 5 d 6
1 6 + 3 0  f e e t 6 d 6

Nitroglycerine
#  o f  v ia l s Blas t  r ad ius D a m a g e
1 5  f e e t 1 d 6
2 - 3 1 0  f e e t 2 d 6
4 - 7 1 5  f e e t 3 d 5
8 - 1 5 2 0  f e e t 4 d 6
1 6 + 2 5  f e e t 5 d 6
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Firearms
W e  u s e  a  v e r y  s i m p l i f i e d  l i s t  o f
f i r e a r m s ,  b u t  e v e n  t h a t  i s  t o o  l e n g t h y
fo r  t he  space  we  have  ava i l ab l e  i n  t h i s
g u i d e .  T h e  c h a r t  a b o v e  s u p p l i e s  t h e
b a s i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  a v a i l a b l e
w e a p o n s .  P l e a s e  n o t e  t h a t  o n  a n y
d a m a g e  d i e  r o l l  o f  6  i t  i s  a d d e d  a n d
r e r o l l e d .  

T h e  s p e e d  f a c t o r  i f  l o a d e d  a n d
ready  fo r  a l l  r i f l e s  and  ca rb ines  i s  2 ,
for  a l l  p is to ls  i t  i s  1 .

Aimed  f i r e :  One  sho t  on ly  wi th  +4

b o n u s  t o  h i t - n o  m o v e m e n t  d u r i n g
r o u n d .

Rapid  F i re :  ( repea t ing  r i f l es  & p is-
t o l s )  Th ree  sho t s  (2  on  t he  he ro ’ s  i n i-
t i a t i v e  &  o n e  e n d  o f  r o u n d )  u p  t o  h a l f
n o r m a l  m o v e m e n t  d u r i n g  r o u n d  c a n
b e  t a k e n - n o  p e n a l t y  t o  t h e  t o  h i t  r o l l .
Pan ic  F i re :  In  despera te  s i tua t ions ,  a
h e r o  c a n  r e p e a t e d l y  p u l l  t h e  t r i g g e r
and  f i l l  t he  a i r  w i th  l ead .  When  th i s
o p t i o n  i s  t a k e n  t h e  h e r o  c a n  f i r e  a
t o t a l  o f  6  r ounds ,  bu t  t he r e  i s  a  –4  t o
a l l  a t t ach  ro l l s  and  lo ses  a l l  bonuses
fo r  h igh  dex t e r i t y .   I f  t he  he ro  moves
m o r e  t h a n  _  h i s  n o r m a l  r a t e  t h e  a t t a c k

p e n a l t y  b e c o m e s  – 8 .
Bl ind  F i re :  ( repea t ing  r i f l e  o r  p i s to l )
F i r i n g  a  g u n  b l i n d l y  i n  a n  a r e a  i n
o r d e r  t o  m a k e  y o u r  e n e m i e s  t a k e
c o v e r  c a n  o n l y  b e  d o n e  b y  a  h e r o  w i t h
a  f u l l y  l o a d e d  w e a p o n .  E n e m i e s  a r e
o n l y  h i t  w i t h  a n  u n m o d i f i e d  2 0  a n d
t h e  h e r o  i s  a s s u m e d  t o  e m p t y  h i s
w e a p o n  a n d  m u s t  s p e n d  t h e  n e x t
r o u n d  r e l o a d i n g .  F u l l  m o v e m e n t  i s
a l lowed .  

❏

Equipment Cost List
C l o t h i n g  C o s t Book ,  c lo th  cover $ 1 . 0 0 T y p e w r i t e r $ 2 5 . 0 0
Bel t ,  l ea the r $ . 3 0 Book ,  l ea the r  cove r $ 1 . 5 0 Viol in $ 6 . 0 0
Blouse $ 1 . 2 5 B o o k ,  p a p e r  c o v e r $ . 5 0 Wal l e t $ . 5 0
B o n n e t $ 2 . 2 5 Bugle $ 2 . 5 0 W a t c h ,  p o c k e t $ 2 . 5 0
Boots ,  Riding $ 3 . 0 0 B u r n e r ,  B u n s e n $ . 7 5 W a t c h ,  c h a i n $ 6 . 0 0
Boots ,  sof t $ 1 . 5 0 B u t t o n  h o o k $ . 4 0 W a t c h ,  f o b $ . 7 5
B o o t s ,  r u b b e r $ 1 . 2 5 C a b i n e t  b a g $ 3 . 0 0 Whis t le ,  po l ice $ . 7 5
C a p $ . 5 0 Ca l l ing  ca rds ,  50 $ . 1 0 Z i t h e r $ 3 . 0 0
C a p e ,  O p e r a $ 1 . 0 0 C a m e r a ,  b o x $ 3 . 0 0
D r e s s ,  C o m m o n $ 4 . 0 0 C a m e r a ,  f o l d i n g $ 8 . 0 0 F i r e a r m s C o s t
Dres s ,  woman’s  f ancy $ 7 . 5 0 C a m e r a ,  s t e r e o $ 4 . 0 0 C a r b i n e ,  b r e e c h  l o a d i n g $ 3 . 5 0
Gloves ,  k id $ 1 . 0 0 Clock ,  a l a rm $ 1 . 5 0 Carb ine ,  l eve r  a c t i on $ 1 2 . 5 0
Hat ,  Bowler $ 1 . 0 0 C l u b  b a g $ 3 . 0 0 P i s to l ,  a rmy $ 3 . 5 0
Ha t ,  Dee r s t a lke r $ 1 . 2 5 C o m p a s s ,  m a g n e t i c $ 1 . 0 0 Pis to l ,  navy $ 2 . 5 0
Hat ,  Ten  Ga l lon $ 1 . 7 5 G r a p h a p h o n e  c y l i n d e r $ . 5 0 P i s to l ,  de r r i nge r $ 5 . 0 0
Hat ,  S i lk  Topha t $ 4 . 0 0 G r a p h a p h o n e ,  p l a y e r  o n l y $ 2 5 . 0 0 Ri f l e ,  b reech  load ing $ 5 . 0 0
Overa l l s $ 2 . 5 0 G r a p h a p h o n e ,  r e c o r d e r $ 4 5 . 0 0 Rif le ,  lever  ac t ion $ 1 5 . 0 0
O v e r c o a t $ 1 1 . 0 0 Goggles $ . 7 5 S c a t t e r g u n  ( s a w e d - o f f  s h u t g u n ) $ 2 . 5 0
P a n t s $ 1 . 7 5 G u i t a r $ 9 . 0 0 S h o t g u n $ 3 . 0 0
P e t t i c o a t $ 1 . 0 0 H a n d b a g $ 1 . 2 5
Raincoa t  (o i l  s l i cker ) $ 4 . 0 0 H a n d c u f f s ,  d o u b l e  l o c k $ 3 . 5 0 A m m u n i t i o n C o s t
S h i r t $ . 7 5 H a n d k e r c h i e f $ . 0 5 P i s to l ,  a rmy  (box  o f  25  rnds . ) $ . 2 5
S h o e s $ 1 . 0 0 H a r m o n i c a $ . 3 0 P i s to l ,  Der r inge r  (box  o f  25  rnds . ) $ . 2 0
Sk i r t ,  d res s $ 3 . 5 0 H o u r g l a s s $ 1 . 0 0 P i s to l ,  navy  (box  o f  25  rnds ) $ . 2 5
Ski r t ,  walk ing $ 2 . 5 0 H o u s e  p a i n t ,  g a l l o n $ 1 . 0 0 Ri f le  (box  o f  25  rnds . ) $ . 3 0
Sui t ,  l ad ies’  dress $ 1 2 . 0 0 I n k ,  1  o u n c e  b o t t l e $ . 5 0 S h o t g u n  ( b o x  o f  2 5  r n d s . ) $ . 3 5
Su i t ,  men’s  bus iness $ 5 . 0 0 I n k s t a n d $ . 3 0
Su i t ,  men’s  d res s $ 9 . 0 0 L a n t e r n $ 2 . 0 0 Explos ives C o s t
Union  su i t ,  woo l $ 2 . 0 0 L i g h t b u l b $ . 3 0 D y n a m i t e  ( p e r  s t i c k ) $ 1 . 5 0
Serv ices C o s t L u n c h b o x $ . 2 5 G u n p o w d e r  ( p e r  k e g ) $ 2 . 5 0
O c e a n l i n e r  ( p e r  1 0 0  m i l e s ) $ 2 . 5 0 M a g i c  L a n t e r n $ 4 . 0 0 Ni t rog lyce r ine  (pe r  v i a l ) $ 2 . 0 0
R a i l r o a d  ( p e r  5 0  m i l e s ) $ 1 . 5 0 Magic  Lan te rn  s l ides  (10 ) $ 1 . 0 0 G u n p o w d e r  F u s e  ( 5 0  f e e t ) $ 5 . 0 0
R i v e r b o a t  ( p e r  5 0  m i l e s ) $ 1 . 0 0 Magni fy ing  g lass $ 1 . 7 5 D e t o n a t o r ,  P l u n g e r $ 1 0 . 0 0
H o r s e d r a w n  c a b  ( p e r  m i l e ) $ . 1 0 M a r b l e s  ( 5 0 ) $ 1 . 0 0 Wire  (50  foo t  co i l ) $ 2 . 5 0
T e l e g r a m  ( p e r  w o r d ) $ . 0 5 M a t c h e s  ( 2 5 / b o x ) $ . 0 5
T e l e g r a m ,  i n t e r n a t i o n a l $ . 2 5 Match  box ,  s i lve r $ 1 . 1 5 M e l e e  W e a p o n s C o s t
Tools  & Kits C o s t M e a s u r i n g  t a p e  ( 5  f e e t ) $ . 2 5 B a t o n $ . 7 5
Blacksmith’s  k i t $ 1 2 . 5 0 M i c r o s c o p e $ 1 8 . 0 0 B l a c k j a c k / s a p $ . 2 5
C a r p e n t r y  k i t $ 1 5 . 0 0 M o n o c l e $ 1 . 2 5 Brass  Knuckles $ 1 . 5 0
W a t c h m a k e r ’ s  t o o l s $ 3 0 . 0 0 Mus ic  box $ 4 . 5 0 C l u b F r e e
Cobble r ’ s  too l s $ 3 . 0 0 N o t e b o o k ,  p o c k e t $ . 1 0 C u t l a s s $ 1 2 . 0 0
G u n s m i t h s  k i t $ 5 . 0 0 N o t e b o o k ,  t a b l e t $ . 2 5 Dagger  (Hun t ing  Kn i fe ) $ 2 . 0 0
P h o t o g r a p h i c  k i t $ 2 5 . 0 0 O p e r a  g l a s s e s $ 2 . 5 0 H a n d  a x e $ 1 . 0 0
Phys ic ian’s  bag $ 1 2 . 5 0 Pen ,  wr i t i ng $ 1 . 0 0 Kni fe ,  pocke t $ . 7 5
Sewing  k i t $ 2 . 5 0 Penc i l $ . 0 1 M a c h e t e $ 2 . 5 0
T h e s p i a n  k i t  ( w i g  & m a k e u p ) $ 3 0 . 0 0 P h o t o g r a p h i c  p l a t e $ 1 . 0 0 R a p i e r / F o i l $ 1 5 . 0 0
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  e q u i p . C o s t P i p e ,  M e e r s c h a u m $ 5 . 0 0 S a b r e $ 1 7 . 0 0
Bicycle $ 1 0 . 0 0 P o c k e t b o o k $ . 7 5 S w o r d  C a n e $ 2 5 . 0 0
Bicycle  t i re $ 1 . 5 0 Sca l e ,  coun t e r $ 2 . 0 0 W h i p $ . 2 5
T i r e  p u m p ,  f o o t $ . 3 0 Scissors $ . 7 5
Boa t ,  fo ld ing  canvass $ 2 0 . 0 0 S o a p ,  b a r $ . 0 3 L e a t h e r  g o o d s  C o s t
B u g g y ,  o p e n $ 3 0 . 0 0 Spec tac l e s $ 2 . 7 5 S a d d l e ,  p l a i n  ( w e s t e r n ) $ 6 . 5 0
Buggy ,  cove red $ 4 0 . 0 0 Spyg la s s $ 7 . 0 0 S a d d l e ,  f a n c y  ( w e s t e r n ) $ 9 .  t o  $ 3 5 .
S l e igh ,  open $ 2 2 . 5 0 S t e p l a d d e r ,  5  f e e t $ 1 . 0 0 Ri f l e  cover ,  wa te rp roof  wi th  s l ing  s t r ap $ 7 . 5 0
G e n e r a l  E q u i p m e n t C o s t S t e r e o s c o p e $ . 5 0 S h o u l d e r  h o l s t e r ,  n a v y  p i s t o l $ . 6 0
Alcohol  ( fue l ) $ . 1 0 Su i t ca se $ 2 . 0 0 S h o u l d e r  h o l s t e r ,  a r m y  p i s t o l $ . 8 5
B a c k p a c k $ 2 . 0 0 T a m b o u r i n e $ 1 . 5 0 P i s to l  ho l s t e r  w i th  be l t ,  a rmy $ . 9 5
B a n j o $ 4 . 0 0 T e l e s c o p e $ 1 2 . 5 0 Pis to l ,  ho l s t e r  wi th  be l t ,  navy $ . 7 0
Baseba l l  mi t t $ 2 . 0 0 T r i p o d ,  w o o d e n $ 1 . 5 0 C o m b i n e  c a r t r i d g e  &  m o n e y  b e l t $ . 8 0
Binocu l a r s $ 1 0 . 0 0 T r u n k $ 2 . 5 0 G u n  C a s e $ 6 . 5 0
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T h o u s a n d s  o f  y e a r s  a g o ,  t h e  a n c i e n t
E g y p t i a n s  u n w i t t i n g l y  a l l o w e d  a n
unspeakab le  ev i l  i n to  t he  wor ld .  I t  was
n e i t h e r  t h e i r  i n t e n t i o n  t o  t a r n i s h  t h e
m a g i c  t h e y  s o u g h t  t o  p e r f e c t  n o r  t o
de l i ve r  an  ev i l  f o r ce  un to  mank ind .   I t
w a s  n o t  t h e i r  i n t e n t ,  b u t  i t  w a s  t h e
consequence  o f  t he i r  ac t i ons .  A  be ing ,
a l r e a d y  b a n i s h e d  f r o m  t h e  n e t h e r-
r ea lms  i t  ca l l ed  home  fo r  i t s  ac t s  o f
u n s p e a k a b l e  d a r k n e s s ,  f o u n d  i t s e l f
t r a p p e d  s o m e w h e r e  b e t w e e n  l i f e  a n d
d e a t h .  W h e n  a n c i e n t  p r i e s t s  o f  E g y p t
a t t e m p t e d  t o  s u n d e r  t h e  b a r r i e r s
b e t w e e n  t h o s e  r e a l m s ,  t h e  d i a b o l i c a l
c r e a t u r e  s l i p p e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  t e m p o-
r a r y  r i f t  a n d  i n t o  G o t h i c  E a r t h  a n d  s o
t h e  R e d  D e a t h  e n t e r e d  G o t h i c  E a r t h .

General
Guidelines
A l t h o u g h  i t s  u s e  t h r e a t e n s  g r e a t  p e r i l ,
i t  c an  c r ea t e  r e su l t s  t ha t  s c i ence  can-
no t  beg in  to  exp la in .  Magic  i s  no t  a l l -
power fu l .  I t  ha s  l im i t a t i ons ,  and  no
c r e a t u r e ,  n o t  e v e n  t h e  R e d  D e a t h
i t s e l f ,  c a n  b e n d  i t  t o w a r d  e v e r y
d e s i r e d  r e s u l t .  

P l a n a r  T r a v e l:  Un l ike  the  l ands
o f  Raven lo f t ,  s ea t ed  i n  t he  Demip l ane
o f  D r e a d ,  G o t h i c  E a r t h  s p i n s  t h r o u g h
t h e  p r i m e  m a t e r i a l  p l a n e .  S i n c e  t h e
d a y  t h a t  t h e  R e d  D e a t h  e n t e r e d  t h i s
wor ld ,  t r ave l  f rom Goth i c  Ea r th  t o
o t h e r  p l a n e s  o f  e x i s t e n c e  h a s  b e e n  a l l
bu t  imposs ib l e .  Whi l e  ce r t a in  c r ea-
t u r e s  c an  t r ave l  t o  Go th i c  Ea r th
f r o m  t h e s e  n e t h e r  r e g i o n s ,  t h e y
i n v a r i a b l y  f i n d  t h e m s e l v e s  p e r m a-
n e n t l y  t r a p p e d .  N o  s p e l l  t h a t  a l l o w s
c r e a t u r e s  t o  t r a v e l  t o  a n o t h e r  p l a n e
o f  ex i s t ence  func t ions  on  Go th ic
Ea r th .  The  on ly  excep t i on  t o  t he se
inacces s ib l e  p l anes  i s  t he  Borde r
E t h e r e a l ,  w h i c h  m a y  b e  r e a c h e d  b y
use  o f  ce r t a in  spe l l s .  He roes  on  the
B o r d e r  E t h e r e a l  c a n n o t  p a s s  b e y o n d
t h a t  r e a l m ,  h o w e v e r ,  a n d  m a y  e x i t
on ly  to  Go th ic  Ea r th .  

D i v i n a t i o n:  L ike  the  evi l  per-
m e a t i n g  t h e  d o m a i n s  o f  R a v e n l o f t ,
t h e  r a d i a n t  e n e r g y  o f  t h e  R e d  D e a t h
c o m p l e t e l y  p r e v e n t s  t h e  u s e  o f
spe l l s  fo r  de tec t ion  o f  good  o r  ev i l .
L a w  a n d  c h a o s  c a n  b e  s e n s e d  m a g i-
ca l ly .

P o w e r s  C h e c k s:  A s  m a n y
w i s e  a d e p t s  h a v e  o b s e r v e d ,  t h e
mag ic  o f  t h i s  wor ld  i s  a r r ayed  l i ke  a
g r e a t  s p i d e r  w e b .  A t  t h e  h e a r t  o f
th i s  web ,  wa i t ing  to  s t r ike  l ike  a  rav-

e n o u s  s p i d e r  c r o u c h e s  t h e  R e d  D e a t h .
Any  use  o f  mag ica l  ene rg i e s  s ends
m i n u t e  v i b r a t i o n s  t h r o u g h  t h e  w e b
t h a t  c a n  b e  s e n s e d  b y  t h i s  m y s t e r i o u s
p resence .  The  cas t ing  o f  any  spe l l ,
e spec ia l ly  one  used  fo r  ev i l  o r  se l f i sh
r e s u l t s ,  h a s  a  c h a n c e  o f  d r a w i n g  t h e
a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  R e d  d e a t h .  T h e  m o r e
m a g i c  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  u s e s ,  t h e  g r e a t e r
t h e  c h a n c e s  o f  b e c o m i n g  a n  e v i l  p a w n
u n d e r  t h e  m a l i g n a n t  h a n d  o f  t h e
Grea t  Evi l  i t se l f .  The  DM may choose
t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  u s e d  f o r
t h e  p o w e r  c h e c k  o f  a d e p t s  a n d  m y s t i c s
w h o  w o r k  w i t h  m a g i c  f r e q u e n t l y .

N e c r o m a n c y  a n d  t h e
U n d e a d:  Aspec t s  o f  mag ic  tha t  dea l
w i t h  t h e  u n d e a d  a n d  t h e i r  s i n i s t e r
p o w e r s  h a v e  b e e n  e n h a n c e d  b y  t h e
a r r iva l  o f  the  Red  Dea th .  Al l  such
spe l l s  ca r ry  someth ing  o f  an  ev i l  tw i s t ,
even  i f  u sed  fo r  bene f i c i a l  pu rposes ,
a n d  r e q u i r e  t h e  c a s t e r  t o  m a k e  a n
espec i a l l y  r i sky  power s  check  when
u s i n g  t h e m .

T h e  E n e m y ' s  L a i r:  i n  t h e  l a n d s
o f  Raven lo f t ,  no  mag ic  u sed  by  he roe s
can  eve r  equa l  t he  spec i f i c  power s  o f  a
doma in  lo rd .  Go th i c  Ea r th ,  howeve r ,  i s
n o t  d i v i d e d  i n t o  d o m a i n s  a n d  d o e s
n o t  h a v e  l o r d s .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  m o s t
p o w e r f u l  o f  t h e  p l a n e t ' s  s u p e r n a t u r a l
c r e a t u r e s  h a v e  e s t a b l i s h e d  l a i r s  w h e r e
t h e i r  p o w e r s  a r e  a s s u m e d  t o  b e  m a x i-
m i z e d .

V i s u a l  E f f e c t s:  M a n y  o f  t h e
spe l l s  l i s t ed  in  the  Player ’ s  Handbook
h a v e  p r o n o u n c e d  v i s u a l  e l e m e n t s
a s soc i a t ed  w i th  t he i r  c a s t i ng  such  a s
Colo r  Spray .  On  Goth ic  Ear th ,  t he
v i sua l  e l emen t s  o f  t he se  spe l l s  a r e

e i t h e r  m u t e d  o r  e l i m i n a t e d  e n t i r e l y .
Deta i l s  fo r  ind iv idua l  spe l l s  fo l low in
t h e  s p e l l  d e s c r i p t i o n s .

C a s t i n g  a  S p e l l  a n d
P r o f i c i e n c y  C h e c k s:  Mag ic  u sed  on
Go th i c  Ea r th  i s  by  no  means  t he  " exac t
sc i ence"  tha t  i t  i s  i n  many  o the r  AD&D
g a m e  w o r l d s .  H e r o e s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o
make  Spe l l c r a f t  checks  ( fo r  adep t s )  o r
Sp i r i t c ra f t  checks  ( fo r  mys t i c s )  each
t ime  a  spe l l  i s  a t t emp ted .  Th i s  check
suf fe r s  a  -1  pena l ty  fo r  each  l eve l  o f
the  spe l l ,  so  tha t  a  4 th - leve l  spe l l  i s
cas t  w i th  a  -4  mod i f i e r .  A  he ro  who
h a s  a l l o c a t e d  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  p r o f i c i e n-
cy  s l o t  t o  t he  mag ica l  s choo l  o r  sphe re
f rom wh ich  t he  spe l l  i s  d r awn  su f f e r s
no  pena l ty  fo r  t he  spe l l  l eve l .  I n  mos t
cases ,  i f  the  check  fa i l s ,  the  spe l l
fa i l s—no e f fec t ,  des i red  o r  o the rwise ,
t a k e s  p l a c e .  A n  u n k n o w n  e l e m e n t  o f
t h e  c a s t i n g  w a s  p e r f o r m e d  i n c o r r e c t l y ,
a n d  t h e  a d e p t  o r  m y s t i c  h a s  s i m p l y
was ted  the  e f fo r t .  However ,  i f  t he  cas t-
e r ' s  r o l l  i s  a n  u n m o d i f i e d  2 0 ,  h o w e v e r ,
a  t r ag ic  mis take  t akes  p lace .  A  spe l l
e f f ec t  i s  c r ea t ed ,  bu t  t he  r e su l t  i s  no t
w h a t  t h e  c a s t e r  i n t e n d e d .  T h e  g u i d e-
l i n e s  t h a t  f o l l o w  c a n  b e  u s e d  t o
a p p r o x i m a t e  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  c a l a m i-
ty .  I f  the  spe l l  was  an  a t tack  spe l l ,  i t
b o o m e r a n g s  o n t o  t h e  c a s t e r ' s  p a r t y .
The  DM se l ec t s  t he  new t a rge t  o f  t he
s p e l l  o r  r o l l s  r a n d o m l y  t o  d e t e r m i n e
i t .  I f  the  spe l l  was  of  a  defens ive
n a t u r e ,  i t s  p o w e r s  a r e  r e v e r s e d  s o  a s
t o  m a k e  t h e  c a s t e r  m o r e  v u l n e r a b l e  t o
a t t a cks  by  enemies .  Fo r  example ,  a
m i s c a s t  A r m o r  s p e l l  c a n  r e s u l t  i n  a n
AC of  14!  Al l  o ther  spe l l s  have  the i r
e f f e c t s  p e r v e r t e d  i n  s o m e  m a n n e r  a s

Magic on Gothic Earth
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d e t e r m i n e d  b y  t h e  D u n g e o n  M a s t e r .  
P o w e r s  C h e c k s  f o r

S p e l l c a s t e r s:  I n  t h e  d r e a d  d o m a i n s
of  Raven lof t ,  a l l  spe l l s  r equ i re  the
cas t e r  t o  make  powers  checks .  Th i s  i s
e s p e c i a l l y  t r u e  o f  m a g i c  f r o m  t h e
N e c r o m a n c y  s c h o o l  a n d  N e c r o m a n t i c
s p h e r e ,  o r  a n y  m a g i c  u s e d  f o r  a n  o b v i-
ous ly  ev i l  pu rpose .  On  Goth ic  Ea r th ,
no  one  ca s t s  a  spe l l  w i thou t  a l e r t i ng
t h e  R e d  D e a t h  t o  h i s  p r e s e n c e  t o  s o m e
d e g r e e .  I n  m o s t  c a s e s ,  t h a t  m a l e v o l e n t
e n t i t y  w i l l  n o t  r e s p o n d  t o  t h e  v i b r a-
t ions  wi th in  i t s  web .  S t i l l ,  t he  danger
a s soc i a t ed  w i th  mag i c  i s  eve r  p r e sen t
a n d  m u s t  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  e a c h  t i m e
tha t  a  spe l l  i s  cas t .  The  cas t ing  o f  any
spe l l  r equ i r e s  a  power s  check  w i th  a
p e r c e n t a g e  c h a n c e  o f  f a i l u r e  e q u a l  t o
the  level  of  the  spel l .  I f  a  spel l  i s  cas t
f o r  a n  e v i l  o r  s i n i s t e r  p u r p o s e ,  o r  t h e
s p e l l  i s  f r o m  t h e  N e c r o m a n c y  s c h o o l
o r  t h e  N e c r o m a n t i c  s p h e r e ,  t h i s
chance  i s  doub led .  A  f a i l ed  power s
c h e c k  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  c a s t e r  h a s
d r a w n  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  R e d  D e a t h .
A s  t h i s  i s  a  t o u r n a m e n t  c a m p a i g n
t h e s e  a r e  d e a l t  w i t h  d i f f e r e n t l y  t h a n  i n
a  n o r m a l  RAVENLOFT campa ign .  I f  a
s p e l l c a s t e r  f a i l s  t w o  p o w e r  c h e c k s
whi l e  ca s t i ng  spe l l s  o r  u s ing  a r cane
p r o f i c i e n c i e s  t h e y  m u s t  r e f r a i n  f r o m
us ing  any  a r cane  ab i l i t y  o r  spe l l .  The
u s e  o f  s u c h  a n  a b i l i t y  i n s u r e s  t h e i r
c o r r u p t i o n  b y  t h e  R e d  D e a t h  a n d  t h e
Whi te  Rose  wi l l  no  longer  ca l l  upon
t h e m  t o  a i d  i n  t h e  c a u s e  o f  g o o d .
T h o s e  w h o  r e f r a i n  f r o m  u s i n g  a n y  o f
t h o s e  s k i l l s  d u r i n g  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  t o u r-
n a m e n t  w i l l  h a v e  t h e  t a i n t  r e m o v e d
(wi th  t he  a id  o f  f r i ends  o r  t he  soc i e ty )
a n d  w i l l  r e m a i n  a n  a c t i v e  m e m b e r .
Th i s  app l i e s  on ly  t o  f a i l ed  powers
check  invo lv ing  spe l lcas t ing .  Th is  a l so
as sumes  t ha t  t he  spe l l  was  no t  o f  ev i l
i n t e n t .

C a s t i n g  T i m e s:  T h e  d e p l e t e d
and  tw i s t ed  mag ica l  ene rg i e s  o f  Go th i c
E a r t h  a r e  h a r d e r  t o  t a p  t h a n  t h e  e n e r-
g ies  in  o the r  AD&D game wor lds .  In
o r d e r  t o  a c c e s s  t h e s e  p o w e r s ,  a n  a d e p t
o r  m y s t i c  m u s t  s p e n d  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f
t i m e  p e r f o r m i n g  a r c a n e  r i t u a l s  a n d
speak ing  mys t i ca l  ph ra se s .  To  r e f l ec t
th i s ,  a l l  cas t ing  t imes  l i s ted  for  spe l l s
a re  inc reased .  Spe l l s  in  the  AD&D
game  r e f l ec t  ca s t i ng  t ime  in  one  o f  two
ways ,  a s  a  mod i f i e r  t o  the  in i t i a t ive
r o u n d ,  o r  a s  a  s p e c i f i c  n u m b e r  o f
g a m e  r o u n d s  o r  t u r n s .  C a s t i n g  t i m e s
t h a t  i n d i c a t e  a  m o d i f i e r  t o  t h e  c a s t e r ' s
i n i t i a t i v e  r o u n d  a r e  c o n v e r t e d  d i r e c t l y
t o  r o u n d s  u n d e r  M a s q u e  o f  t h e  R e d
D e a t h r u l e s .  T h u s ,  a  b u r n i n g  h a n d s
s p e l l  t a k e s  a  f u l l  m i n u t e  (  1  r o u n d )  t o
cas t ,  whi le  a  f u m b l e spe l l  ( ca s t i ng  t ime
o f  4 )  r e q u i r e s  f o u r  m i n u t e s  t o  w e a v e .
In  a  l i ke  manner  spe l l s  l i s t ed  a s  t ak ing
o n e  o r  m o r e  r o u n d s  ( m i n u t e s )  t o  c a s t
a r e  a d j u s t e d  t o  t a k e  a  n u m b e r  o f  t u r n s
to  cas t .  Spe l l s  tha t  l i s t  a  cas t ing  t ime  in

t u r n s  a r e  c o n v e r t e d  i n t o  h o u r s  o n
Gothic  Ear th .  F ina l ly ,  a  few spel l s  ( f ind
fami l i a r ,  fo r  example )  w i th  cas t ing
t i m e  i n  h o u r s ,  r e q u i r e  i n  G o t h i c  E a r t h
a  s i m i l a r  n u m b e r  o f  d a y s  t o  c a s t .  I n
un ique  ca ses ,  s imi l a r  i nc reases  i n  ca s t-
i n g  t i m e  a r e  m a n d a t e d .  A  s p e l l  w i t h  a
ca s t i ng  t ime  l i s t ed  i n  days  wou ld  t ake
one  o r  more  weeks  to  ca s t .  I n  ca ses  i n
w h i c h  a  s p e l l  r e q u i r e s  m o r e  t h a n  o n e
d a y  t o  c a s t ,  a  c h a r a c t e r  i s  a s s u m e d  t o
be  a l lowed  a  f ew b r i e f  b reaks  fo r  food ,
d r i n k ,  a n d  o t h e r  n a t u r a l  n e e d s
A n y t h i n g  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e s e  m i n i m a l
d i s t r ac t ions ,  however ,  r e su l t s  i n  spe l l
f a i l u r e .

R e v e r s i b l e  S p e l l s:  Many  spe l l s
i n  t h e  A D & D  g a m e  c a n  b e  r e v e r s e d  t o
p r o d u c e  o p p o s i t e  e f f e c t s .  I n  s t a n d a r d
c a m p a i g n s ,  k n o w l e d g e  o f  o n e  v e r s i o n
o f  t h e  s p e l l  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  c o n f e r s
knowledge  o f  t he  r eve r se .  I n  M a s q u e
o f  t h e  R e d  D e a t h,  however ,  t h i s  i s  no t
the  case .   The  reverse  o f  a  spe l l  i s  con-
s i d e r e d  t o  b e  a  s e p a r a t e  u n i q u e  s p e l l ,
n o t  a  s i m p l e  r e v e r s a l .

M a g i c a l  I t e m s:  U n l i k e  m o s t
campa ign  wor ld s  o f  t he  AD&D game ,
Goth ic  Ea r th  i s  no t  l i t t e r ed  wi th  mag i-
ca l  i t ems .  Magica l  i t ems  whi le  no t
i m p o s s i b l e  t o  o b t a i n ,  a r e  a p p r o p r i a t e-
ly  r a r e .  Pe rmanen t  mag ica l  i t ems  wi l l
o n l y  b e  a v a i l a b l e  f r o m  f i r s t  r u n  e v e n t s
a n d  i n  m o s t  c a s e s  t h e r e  w i l l  o n l y  b e
one .   Occas iona l ly ,  i t ems  wi l l  be  made
a v a i l a b l e  t h a t  h a v e  a  t e m p o r a r y  ( o n e
u s e )  e f f e c t .  W h e n  t h e s e  a p p e a r  t h e y
wi l l  no t  be  un ique  i t ems  and  wi l l  s t i l l
b e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  p l a y e r s  o f  t h o s e  m o d-
u l e s  a f t e r  t he  f i r s t  r un  o f  t he  even t .  On
Goth i c  Ea r th ,  t he r e  i s  no  such  t h ing  a s
a  dagge r  +  1 ,  t ha t  i s ,  a  gene r i c  dagge r
o f  u n k n o w n  o r i g i n  t h a t  p r o v i d e s  a
c o m b a t  b o n u s .  S u c h  w e a p o n s  e x i s t ;
h o w e v e r ,  n o  t w o  s u c h  w e a p o n s  a r e
a l ike .  Each  has  i t s  own  h i s to ry  and
spec ia l  charac te r i s t i c s .  As  a  sample ,
c o n s i d e r  a  w e a p o n  o f  o r i e n t a l  d e s i g n .
I t  m i g h t  b e  k n o w n  a s  f i r e  o f  t h e  m o r n-
i n g  s u n ;  s o m e  r e s e a r c h  m i g h t  r e v e a l
t h a t  i t  i s  s a i d  t o  h a v e  b e l o n g e d  t o  t h e
f i r s t  Empero r  o f  Japan .  A l so ,  t he  dag-
g e r  m i g h t  c o n f e r  a  + 2  b o n u s  i f  u s e d
w i t h i n  t h e  b o r d e r s  o f  a n c i e n t  J a p a n
o r  i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  a  J a p a n e s e  c h a r a c-
t e r .

T h e  T a i n t e d  W e b:  J u s t  a s
s p e l l s  h a v e  b e e n  c o r r u p t e d  b y  t h e
p re sence  o f  t he  Red  Dea th ,  so  t oo
h a v e  m a g i c a l  i t e m s  b e e n  t a r n i s h e d .
A n y  w e a p o n ,  e v e n  t h e  d a g g e r  p r e s e n t-
e d  i n  t h e  l a s t  p a r a g r a p h ,  c a r r i e s  a  l i n-
ge r ing  cu r se .  Th i s  migh t  be  a s  s imp le
a s  f o r c i n g  t h e  w e a p o n ' s  o w n e r  t o  w a k e
a b r u p t l y  a t  s u n r i s e  e v e r y  m o r n i n g .
F o r  m o r e  p o w e r f u l  w e a p o n s  o r  i t e m s ,
t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  c o u l d  b e  c o n s i d e r-
a b l y  w o r s e .

Wizardry
W i z a r d r y  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  m a g i c
e m p l o y e d  b y  a d e p t s .  I t  i s  f u e l e d  b y
the  ca s t e r ' s  own  l i f e  f o r ce  and  d i r ec t-
e d  b y  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  h i s  w i l l  a n d  t h e
fo rce  o f  h i s  i n t e l l e c t .  When  an  adep t
c a s t s  a  s p e l l ,  h e  i s  c o m m a n d i n g  t h e
u n i v e r s e  t o  c h a n g e  i n  s o m e  w a y ,  a n d
fue l ing  th i s  r eac t ion  wi th  a  sma l l  f r ag-
men t  o f  h i s  own  l i f e .  Th i s  p rocess
obv ious ly  poses  a  r i sk  to  the  l i f e  o f  the
spe l l cas te r .  Wi th  each  spe l l  cas t ,  t he
a d e p t  b e c o m e s  g r a d u a l l y  c o n s u m e d
b y  t h e  m a g i c  h e  h a s  m a s t e r e d .  I n  t h e
e n d ,  h e  m a y  h a v e  g r e a t  s u p e r n a t u r a l
powers ,  bu t  w i l l  be  phys ica l ly  weak
a n d  d e c r e p i t .  T h i s  a s p e c t  o f  a d e p t
m a g i c  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  w h e n  a
c h a r a c t e r  a t t e m p t s  t o  l e a r n  a  n e w
spe l l .  A t  such  a  t ime ,  wh i l e  the  cha r-
a c t e r  a t t e m p t s  t o  h a r n e s s  t h e  m i g h t i-
e s t  o f  mag ica l  ene rg i e s  and  knowl-
edge ,  he  i s  a t  t he  g rea t e s t  r i sk .  Thus ,
a n y  t i m e  a  c h a r a c t e r  a t t e m p t s  t o  l e a r n
a  new spe l l ,  a  Sys tem Shock  ro l l  mus t
be  made .  I f  t he  ro l l  f a i l s ,  t he  adep t
l o s e s  1  p o i n t  o f  S t r e n g t h  o r
Cons t i t u t i on .  The  p l aye r  c an  s e l ec t
w h i c h  a t t r i b u t e  t o  r e d u c e  o r  c a n  r o l l
r a n d o m l y  t o  d e c i d e .

S c h o o l s  o f  W i z a r d r y:  Al l  the
wiza rd  spe l l s  i n  M a s q u e  o f  t h e  R e d
D e a t h a r e  d i v i d e d  i n t o  n i n e  s c h o o l s  a s
in  the  AD&D 2ED rules .  

I n i t i a l  S p e l l s:  A d e p t s  m u s t
m a i n t a i n  s p e l l b o o k s .  W h e n  a  h e r o  i s
f i r s t  c r ea t ed ,  t h i s  book  wi l l  con ta in
on ly  a  f ew spe l l s .  A l l  adep t  cha rac te r s
b e g i n  t h e  g a m e  w i t h  t h e  c a n t r i p ,
de t ec t  mag ic ,  and  r ead  mag ic  spe l l s .  I n
a d d i t i o n ,  a  c h a r a c t e r  i s  a s s u m e d  t o
know two  o the r  spe l l s ,  fo r  a  to t a l  o f
f ive .  One  spe l l  mus t  be  a  de fens ive
e n c h a n t m e n t ,  w h i l e  t h e  o t h e r  m a y  b e
a n  o f f e n s i v e  o n e .  T h e  p l a y e r s  m a y
se l ec t  t he  spe l l s  t he i r  he ro  knows .

M a g i c a l  S t u d i e s:  As  th i s  i s  a  tour-
n a m e n t  c a m p a i g n ,  s o m e  a d j u s t m e n t
h a s  b e e n  m a d e  t o  h o w  a d e p t s  a c q u i r e
new spe l l s .  Because  o f  t he  amoun t  o f
t ime  spen t  work ing  fo r  t he  Whi t e  Rose
t h e  t i m e  a n  a d e p t  h a s  t o  r e s e a r c h  a n d
learn  new spe l l s  i s  l imi ted .  Because  of
t h i s  t h e  W h i t e  R o s e  s e n d s  t h e  a d e p t
( a t  t h e  e n d  o f  m o s t  a d v e n t u r e s )  a  n e w
spe l l  t o  l ea rn .  Occas iona l ly ,  t he  adep t
m a y  f i n d  a  s p e l l b o o k  w h i l e  o n  a  m i s-
s i o n .  S o m e  o f  t h e s e  b o o k s  a r e  t a i n t e d

Offensive  Spel ls Defens ive  Spel l s
B u r n i n g  h a n d s A l a r m
C h a r m  p e r s o n A r m o r
C h i l l  t o u c h D e t e c t  u n d e a d
S h o c k i n g  g r a s p H o l d  p o r t a l
S l e e p Pro t ec t i on  f rom  ev i l
S p o o k S h i e l d
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s o  s t r o n g l y  b y  t h e  R e d  D e a t h  t h a t
k e e p i n g  t h e m  f o r  a n y  l e n g t h  o f  t i m e
c a n  c o r r u p t  t h e  a d e p t ,  s o  s o m e  c a u-
t ion  i s  ca l led  for .    

L e a r n i n g  a n  E x i s t i n g  S p e l l:
Fo r  a  he ro  t o  l e a rn  a  spe l l  d i s cove red
i n  a  s p e l l b o o k ,  t h r e e  s t e p s  a r e  n e c e s-
s a r y :

● A  p r o f i c i e n c y  c h e c k  m u s t  b e
m a d e  f o r  t h e  h e r o  t o  d e t e r m i n e
the  spe l l ' s  l eve l  and  schoo l .

● The  PC  mus t  copy  t he  spe l l  i n to
h i s  own  spe l l book ,  t hen  ro l l  a
p r o f i c i e n c y  c h e c k  t o  d e t e r m i n e
w h e t h e r  t h e  s p e l l  w a s  c o p i e d
c o r r e c t l y .

● I f  the  spe l l  was  cop ied  success-
f u l l y ,  t h e  h e r o  m a y  a t t e m p t  t o
cas t  t he  spe l l ;  a l l  no rma l  p ro f i-
c i e n c y  c h e c k s  a p p l y .

N o t e  t h a t  t h i s  p r o c e d u r e  i s  d i f f e r e n t
f r o m  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  i n  t h e  Player’s
H a n d b o o k.  Whi le  r e a d  m a g i c a l lows
y o u  t o  l e a r n  t h e  r i t u a l  i n v o l v e d  i n
cas t ing  the  spe l l  found ,  i t  does  no t  t e l l
t h e  a d e p t  e x a c t l y  w h a t  t h e  s p e l l  d o e s .

The  s t ep s  t o  l e a rn ing  a  new  spe l l
a r e  d e t a i l e d  b e l o w
D e t e r m i n e  l e v e l  a n d  s c h o o l .  T o  d e t e r-
mine  the  na tu re  o f  a  spe l l ,  a  Spe l l c r a f t
p r o f i c i e n c y  c h e c k  m u s t  b e  m a d e  b y
t h e  c h a r a c t e r .

I f  t he  ro l l  f a i l s ,  t he  he ro  has  no
idea  wha t  t he  spe l l  w i l l  do  when  cas t .
N o  s u b s e q u e n t  r o l l  m a y  b e  m a d e  t o
l e a r n  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  s p e l l  u n t i l  t h e
c h a r a c t e r  h a s  a d v a n c e d  o n e  l e v e l .
Fa i l i ng  t he  p ro f i c i ency  check  does  no t
p r e v e n t  t h e  a d e p t  f r o m  a t t e m p t i n g  t o
c o p y  t h e  s p e l l  i n t o  h i s  s p e l l b o o k  a n d
then  ca s t  i t ,  bu t  ca s t i ng  a  spe l l  whose
r e s u l t s  a r e  u n k n o w n  c a n  b e  i n c r e d i b l y
d a n g e r o u s .  A n  a d e p t  w h o  c o p i e s  a
spe l l  fo l lowing  a  fa i l ed  prof ic iency
c h e c k  s u f f e r s  a  p e n a l t y  t o  t h e  p r o f i-
c iency  ro l l  fo r  copy ing  the  spe l l .  Th i s
i s  de t a i l ed  in  t he  nex t  s ec t ion .

I f  the  ro l l  i s  success fu l  the  cas te r
l e a rn s  t he  l eve l  o f  t he  spe l l  and  t he
s c h o o l  t o  w h i c h  i t  b e l o n g s .  N o  a m o u n t
o f  r e sea r ch  o r  s t udy  w i l l  r evea l  t he
exac t  e f fec t s  o f  the  spe l l .  Only  when  a
cha rac t e r  ca s t s  t he  spe l l  w i l l  t he  p r e-
c i se  na tu re  o f  i t s  mag ic  be  r evea l ed .
O b v i o u s l y ,  t h i s  c a n  b e  h a z a r d o u s .

Spe l l s  g iven  t o  t he  he ro  by  t he
Whi te  Rose  wi l l  i nc lude  th i s  in fo rma-
t i o n  s o  t h i s  s t e p  n e e d  n o t  b e  d o n e  f o r
those  spe l l s .  The  he ro  wi l l  a l so  be
i n f o r m e d  o f  w h a t  t h e  e x p e c t e d  e f f e c t
o f  t he  spe l l  shou ld  be .

C o p y  t h e  S p e ll :  Once  a  he ro  ha s
a t t e m p t e d  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  n e w l y
d i s c o v e r e d  s p e l l ,  s h e  m a y  r e c o r d  i t  i n
h e r  s p e l l b o o k .  T h e  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  t h e
f o r m u l a  i n t o  a  f o r m a t  t h a t  i s  u s a b l e  b y
the  cha r ac t e r  i s  no t  d i f f i cu l t  i n  game
t e r m s ,  b u t  i t  r e p r e s e n t s  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f
t i m e  a n d  e f f o r t  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e

cha rac t e r .  As  such  i t  i s  gene ra l ly  no t
a t t e m p t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  a n
a d v e n t u r e .  F o r  t h i s  r e a s o n  s p e l l s  a r e
n o t  t r a d a b l e  b e t w e e n  a d e p t s .  

I n  o r d e r  t o  r e c o r d  a  n e w  s p e l l  i n
t h e  s p e l l b o o k ,  t h e  h e r o  m u s t  c a r e f u l l y
c o p y  i t s  c a s t i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  T h i s
t a k e s  o n e  d a y  ( 1 6  h o u r s )  o f  u n i n t e r-
rup ted  work  pe r  l eve l  o f  t he  spe l l .  A t
t h e  e n d  o f  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e  p l a y e r  m a k e s
a  p r o f i c i e n c y  c h e c k  t o  d e t e r m i n e
w h e t h e r  t h e  f o r m u l a  w a s  c o p i e d  a c c u-
r a t e l y .

A  he ro  who  fa i l ed  the  in i t i a l  ro l l  t o
eva lua t e  t he  spe l l  su f f e r s  a  pena l t y  t o
the  p ro f i c i ency  check  fo r  copy ing  i t .
The  pena l ty  i s  equa l  t o  t he  l eve l  o f  t he
s p e l l .  T h u s ,  a n  a d e p t  w h o  c o p i e s  a
5 th- leve l  spe l l  a f t e r  t a i l ing  the  in i t i a l
p ro f i c i ency  ro l l  su f f e r s  a  -5  pena l ty  to
t h e  r o l l  t h a t  i s  m a d e  a f t e r  t h e  f o r m u l a
h a s  b e e n  c o p i e d .

I f  t he  p ro f i c i ency  check  to  copy
t h e  s p e l l  f a i l s  t h e  e n c h a n t m e n t  i s
b e y o n d  t h e  c h a r a c t e r ' s  c u r r e n t  a b i l i t y .
T h e  h e r o  m a y  t r y  a g a i n  a f t e r  a d v a n c-
ing  to  t he  nex t  expe r i ence  l eve l .

C a s t  t h e  s p e l l:  I f  the  ro l l  suc-
c e e d s ,  t h e  a d e p t  h a s  c o p i e d  t h e  s p e l l
c o r r e c t l y  a n d  m a y  a t t e m p t  t o  u s e  i t  a t
any  t ime ,  f o l l owing  t he  i n s t ruc t i ons
fo r  spe l l cas t ing  in  th i s  ru l ebook .

Fol lowing is  a  l i s t  of  spel ls  f rom
t h e  P l a y e r ’ s  H a n d b o o k a n d  t h e
c h a n g e s  i n  t h e i r  e f f e c t s  w h e n  c a s t  o n
Goth ic  Ea r th .

F i r s t  L e v e l  S p e l l s
A l a r m p r o d u c e s  n o  a u d i b l e  a l a r m .
W h e n  t h e  w a r d e d  a r e a  i s  v i o l a t e d ,  t h e
adep t  who  ca s t  t he  spe l l  i s  i n s t an t l y
a w a r e  o f  a n  i n t r u d e r .  I n  a l l  o t h e r
r e g a r d s ,  t h e  s p e l l  f u n c t i o n s  a s
d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  Player ’ s  Handbook.

A u d i b l e  g l a m e r T h e  v o l u m e  o f
no i s e  p roduced  by  t h i s  spe l l  i s  l im i t ed
o n  G o t h i c  E a r t h .  T h e  c a s t e r  c a n  p r o-
d u c e  o n l y  1 0  d e c i b e l s  ( d B s )  o f  s o u n d
p e r  l e v e l .  S o u n d s  a b o v e  1 2 0  d e c i b e l s
a r e  p a i n f u l  t o  t h e  h u m a n  e a r .
E x a m p l e s  a t  s o u n d s  a n d  t h e i r  a p p r o x-
imate  dec ibe l  l eve l s  fo l low

DBs S o u n d  E q u i v a l e n t
1 0 W h i s p e r i n g  v o i c e
2 0 Q u i e t  c o n v e r s a t i o n
3 0 H u s h e d  c o n v e r s a t i o n
4 0 A v e r a g e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  
5 0 L o u d  c o n v e r s a t i o n  o r  a r g u-

m e n t  
6 0 S h o u t i n g  
7 0 S c r e a m i n g
8 0 G u n f i r e
9 0 R a i l r o a d  e n g i n e  
1 0 0 D r a g o n  r o a r i n g
1 2 0 S o u n d  b e c o m e s  p a i n f u l  
1 4 0 S o u n d  c a u s e s  t e m p o r a r y

h e a r i n g  l o s s  
2 0 0 S o u n d  c a n  c a u s e  d e a f n e s s  

B u r n i n g  h a n d s c a u s e s  t h e  c a s t e r ' s
h a n d s  t o  b e c o m e  v e r y  h o t ,  b u t  d o e s
n o t  a l l o w  t h e  c a s t e r  t o  s e n d  f o r t h  a
s h e e t  o f  f l a m e s .  D a m a g e  c a u s e d  b y  t h e
spe l l  i s   1d3+2  pe r  l eve l ,  bu t  t he  v i c-
t i m  m u s t  b e  t o u c h e d  t o  s u f f e r  i n j u r y .
A n  a t t a c k  r o l l  m a y  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o
d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  t h e  c a s t e r  s u c c e s s-
fu l l y  t ouches  t he  v i c t im .

C h i l l  t o u c h f u n c t i o n s  a s  d e s c r i b e d
i n  t h e  RAVENLOFT C a m p a i g n  S e t t i n g
(RCS) .  A vic t im of  the  touch who fa i l s
a  s av ing  th row vs .  spe l l  su f f e r s  2d4
p o i n t s  o f  d a m a g e  a n d  l o s e s  1  p o i n t  o f
b o t h  S t r e n g t h  a n d  C o n s t i t u t i o n  i f  t h e
save  i s  success fu l ,  the  t a rge t  su f fe r s
1 d 4  p o i n t s  o f  d a m a g e  a n d  l o s e s  1
po in t  o f  S t reng th .  Los t  ab i l i ty  score
p o i n t s  r e t u r n  a t  t h e  r a t e  o f  1  p e r  h o u r .

C o l o r  S p r a y f u n c t i o n s  a s  d e s c r i b e d
i n  t h e  Player ’ s  Handbook,  w i t h  o n e
i m p o r t a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  t h a t  a f f e c t s  o n l y
o n l o o k e r s .  O n l y  t h e  a d e p t  a n d  h i s  v i c-
t ims  ac tua l ly  see  the  f an  o f  v iv id  co l-
o r s  p r o d u c e d  b y  t h i s  s p e l l .  T o  e v e r y-
one  e lse ,  no  ef fec t  i s  v is ib le .

D e t e c t  U n d e a d f u n c t i o n s  a s
desc r ibed  i n  t he  RSC.  Undead  c r ea-
t u r e s  c a n  m a k e  a  s a v i n g  t h r o w  v s .  t h i s
spe l l  and  i f  f ou r  o r  more  s im i l a r  c r ea-
t u r e s  a r e  g r o u p e d  c l o s e  t o g e t h e r  t h e y
make  a  s ing le  ro l l  w i th  a  –2  pena l ty
f o r  e a c h  c r e a t u r e  p r e s e n t .  O t h e r w i s e  i t
a c t s  a s  p e r  Player ’ s  Handbook.

E n l a r g e f u n c t i o n s  a s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e
Player ’ s  Handbook,  w i t h  one  excep-
t ion .  On  Goth ic  Ear th ,  a l l  t a rge t s  o f  the
spe l l  mus t  make  Sys t em Shock  checks
when  i t  i s  cas t .  Those  who  fa i l  d i e  du r-
i n g  t h e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n .  A  s e c o n d
S y s t e m  S h o c k  c h e c k  i s  m a d e  a t  t h e
e n d  o f  t h e  s p e l l ' s  d u r a t i o n .  T h o s e  w h o
fa i l  d i e  i n  the  r eve r s ion  to  the i r  o r ig i-
n a l  f o r m .

F e a t h e r  f a l l af fec t s  on ly  a  s ing le
m a n - s i z e d  c r e a t u r e  ( t h e  c a s t e r  o r  a
d e s i g n a t e d  t a r g e t )  a n d  a n y  o b j e c t s
c a r r i e d  b y  t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l  ( u p  t o  t h e
max imum capac i ty  o f  t he  spe l l ) .  I f
tha t  l imi t  i s  exceeded ,  the  spe l l  f a i l s .

F i n d  f a m i l i a r f u n c t i o n s  o n  G o t h i c
E a r t h  a s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  Player’s
H a n d b o o k,  n o t  a s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e
RSC.  Fami l ia r s  a re  a lways  nonmagica l
c r e a t u r e s  o f  n o  g r e a t e r  t h a n  s e m i i n t e l-
l i g e n t  s t a t u s ,  a n d  a r e  i n d i g e n o u s  t o
t h e  a r e a  i n  w h i c h  t h e  s u m m o n i n g
spe l l  was  cas t .

G a z e  r e f l e c t i o n f u n c t i o n s  a s
d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  Player ’ s  Handbook,
b u t  i t s  p h y s i c a l  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  i s
a l t e r e d .  I n s t e a d  o f  p r o d u c i n g  a  m i r-
r o r - l i k e  p l a t e  i n t e r p o s e d  b e t w e e n  t h e
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cas t e r  and  h i s  enemies ,  t h i s  spe l l  c aus-
e s  t h e  a d e p t ' s  e y e s  t o  b e c o m e  g l e a m-
i n g  s i l v e r  o r b s  t h a t  a p p e a r  t o  b e  p e r-
f ec t  r e f l ec to r s .  Th i s  change  does  no t
a f f ec t  t he  adep t ' s  v i s ion .

H y p n o t i s m a f f e c t s  o n l y  o n e  t a r g e t
when  cas t  on  Goth ic  Ea r th .  I f  t he  cas t-
e r  h a s  t h e  M e s m e r i s m  p r o f i c i e n c y ,  t h e
v i c t i m  m u s t  a p p l y  a - 4  p e n a l t y  t o  h i s
s a v i n g  t h r o w  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  m o d i-
f i e r s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  Player ’ s
H a n d b o o k.

L i g h t m u s t  b e  c a s t  o n  a  p h y s i c a l
ob jec t  and  i s  unab le  to  a f f ec t  l i v ing
m a t t e r  o n  G o t h i c  E a r t h .  T h e  t a r g e t  o f
t he  spe l l  mus t  be  a  so l i d ;  i t  c anno t  be
cas t  on  a i r  o r  a  poo l  o f  wa te r .  Because
o f  t he se  l im i t a t i ons ,  t he  spe l l  c anno t
b e  u s e d  t o  b l i n d  a n  e n e m y  a s
d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  Player ’ s  Handbook
un less  the  spe l l  i s  cas t  on  a  v ic t im ' s
h e l m  o r  h a t .  O n c e  a n  i t e m  h a s  b e e n
i l l umina t ed ,  t he  spe l l  e f f ec t  r ema ins
on  the  ob j ec t  r ega rd l e s s  o f  whe re  i t  i s
m o v e d .

M a g i c  m i s s i l e d o e s  n o t  e x i s t  o n
Goth ic  Ea r th .

M o u n t d o e s  n o t  c o n j u r e  a  m o u n t  f o r
t he  ca s t e r  t o  r i de .  Howeve r ,  when  a
su i t ab l e  an ima l  i s  p r e sen t ,  t he  spe l l
m a y  b e  c a s t  u p o n  i t  w i t h  t h e  e f f e c t s
d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  Player ’ s  Handbook.
A t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  s p e l l ' s  d u r a t i o n ,  t h e

an ima l  r eve r t s  t o  i t s  o r ig ina l  s t a t e ,
a l t h o u g h  t h e  s p e l l  m a y  b e  c a s t  a g a i n
to  con t i nue  t he  e f f ec t s .

P h a n t a s m a l  f o r c e f u n c t i o n s  a s
d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  Player ’ s  Handbook,
b u t  t h e  i m a g e  c r e a t e d  m a y  n o t  b e
l a r g e r  t h a n  m a n - s i z e d .  A n y  p h y s i c a l
c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  p h a n t a s m  c a u s e s  i t  t o
v a n i s h ,  a s  d o e s  a n y  d i s r u p t i o n  o f  t h e
a d e p t ' s  c o n c e n t r a t i o n .

S h i e l d p r o v i d e s  A r m o r  C l a s s  4  v e r s u s
f i r e a r m s .

T e n s e r ' s  f l o a t i n g  d i s c d o e s  n o t
ex i s t  on  Goth ic  Ear th .

U n s e e n  s e r v a n t;  t h e  d u r a t i o n  i s
r e d u c e d  t o  1  r o u n d  p e r  l e v e l ,  b u t  i s
o t h e r w i s e  u n c h a n g e d .

S e c o n d  L e v e l  S p e l l s
A l t e r  s e l f a l l o w s  t h e  c a s t e r  t o
a s s u m e  t h e  e x t e r n a l  a p p e a r a n c e  o f
a n y  m a n - s i z e d  c r e a t u r e .  H o w e v e r ,  i t
d o e s  n o t  g r a n t  t h e  a d e p t  a n y  s p e c i a l
power s  ( f l i gh t ,  f o r  i n s t ance )  wh ich  t he
i m i t a t e d  c r e a t u r e  m i g h t  p o s s e s s .

C o n t i n u a l  l i g h t m u s t  b e  c a s t  o n  a
phys i ca l  ob j ec t  and  i s  unab l e  t o  a f f ec t
l i v ing  ma t t e r  on  Go th i c  Ea r th .  The  t a r-
ge t  o f  the  spe l l  mus t  be  a  so l id  ob jec t ;
i t  c anno t  be  ca s t  on  a i r  o r  a  poo l  o f
wa te r .  Because  o f  these  l imi ta t ions ,
t h e  s p e l l  c a n n o t  b e  u s e d  t o  b l i n d  a n

e n e m y  a s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  Player’s
H a n d b o o k un les s  the  spe l l  i s  ca s t  on  a
v i c t i m ' s  h e l m  o r  h a t .  O n c e  a n  i t e m  h a s
b e e n  i l l u m i n a t e d ,  t h e  s p e l l  e f f e c t
r e m a i n s  o n  t h e  o b j e c t  r e g a r d l e s s  o f
w h e r e  i t  i s  m o v e d .

D e t e c t  e v i l f u n c t i o n s  a s  d e s c r i b e d
in  the  RSC.  The  ta rge t  ge t s  a  sav ing
t h r o w  a n d  y o u  c a n  o n l y  d e t e c t  i f  t h e
sub jec t  i s  chao t i c ,  neu t ra l  o r  l awfu l ,
n e v e r  g o o d  o r  e v i l .

E S P func t ions  a s  desc r ibed  in  the  RSC.
Undead  o f  " low"  in t e l l i gence  o r  be t t e r
c a n  p r o j e c t  t h e i r  t h o u g h t s  a n d   E S P
c a n  d e t e c t  t h o s e  t h o u g h t s .  A  c r e a t u r e
t h a t  i s  c a u g h t  u n a w a r e  o r  b y  s u r p r i s e
c a n  n o t  p r o j e c t  t h e i r  t h o u g h t s .

F l a m i n g  s p h e r e d o e s  n o t  e x i s t  o n
Goth ic  Ea r th .

F o o l ' s  g o l d f u n c t i o n s  a s  d e s c r i b e d
i n  t h e  Player ’ s  Handbook.  The  e l imi-
n a t i o n  o f  g o l d  c o i n s  a s  a  s t a n d a r d
f o r m  o f  c u r r e n c y  m a y  r e d u c e  i t s  u s e-
f u l n e s s .

F o r g e t a f f e c t s  o n l y  o n e  t a r g e t  w h e n
cas t  on  Goth ic  Ear th .  However ,  th i s
r e d u c t i o n  i s  b a l a n c e d  b y  a n  i n c r e a s e
in  du ra t ion .  When  th i s  spe l l  i s  ca s t ,
t h e  t a r g e t  m u s t  s u c c e e d  a  s a v e  v s .
s p e l l  o r  f o r g e t  a l l  t h a t  h a s  h a p p e n e d
f o r  a  n u m b e r  o f  t u r n s  e q u a l  t o  t h e
leve l  o f  the  cas te r .
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K n o w  a l i g n m e n t c a n  d e t e c t  l a w f u l
o r  c h a o t i c  t e n d e n c i e s ,  b u t  n o t  g o o d  o r
ev i l  when  cas t  on  Goth ic  Ea r th .
Lev i t a t e  when  cas t  on  Go th i c  Ea r th  t he
sub jec t  o f  t h i s  spe l l  can  r i s e  in to  the
a i r  t o  a  m a x i m u m  h e i g h t  i n  f e e t  e q u a l
to  tw ice  the  l eve l  o f  the  adep t .  I t  o th-
e r w i s e  f u n c t i o n s  a s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e
Player ’ s  Handbook.

M a g i c  m o u t h h a s  n o  p h y s i c a l  m a n i-
f e s t a t i on  on  Go th i c  Ea r th .  The  words
s p o k e n  b y  t h e  m a g i c  m o u t h  s e e m  t o
c o m e  f r o m  n o w h e r e .

M i r r o r  i m a g e c rea t e s  on ly  a  s i ng l e
d u p l i c a t e  i m a g e .

R a y  o f  e n f e e b l e m e n t h a s  n o  v i s i-
b l e  e l e m e n t  w h e n  c a s t .

S h a t t e r c r e a t e s  s o u n d s  t h a t  a r e  s o
h i g h  p i t c h e d  t h a t  n o r m a l  m e n  c a n n o t
h e a r  t h e m .  S o m e  a n i m a l s ,  h o w e v e r ,
m i g h t  b e  a l e r t e d  b y  t h e  s o u n d  o f  t h i s
spe l l .  

S p e c t r a l  h a n d l a s t s  twice  as  long
( a s  i n  R S C )  a n d  t h e  c a s t e r  m u s t  m a k e
a  power  check  a t  twice  the  spe l l  l eve l .

T h i r d  L e v e l  S p e l l s
C l a i r a u d i e n c e f u n c t i o n s  a s  i n  t h e
RSC,  excep t  tha t  no  phys ica l  man i fes-
t a t i o n  o c c u r s .  

C l a i r v o y a n c e f u n c t i o n s  a s
desc r ibed  in  t he  RSC,  excep t  t ha t  no
p h y s i c a l  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o c c u r s .

H o l d  u n d e a d o p e r a t e s  a s  d e s c r i b e d
in  the  RSC.  Al l  Undead  ge t  a  sav ing
th row  and  s e l f  w i l l ed  Undead  ge t  a  +2
b o n u s  t o  t h e i r  s a v e .

F i r e b a l l i s  l e ss  e f fec t ive  here .  When
cas t  the  exp los ion  f i l l s  on ly  a  10- foo t
cube  pe r  l eve l  o f  t he  ca s t e r .

L e o m u n d ' s  t i n y  h u t d o e s  n o t  e x i s t
on  Go th i c  Ea r th .

L i g h t n i n g  b o l t i s  s imi l a r  t o  t he
s p e l l  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  Player ’ s
H a n d b o o k,  s o m e  m i n o r  c h a n g e s  m u s t
b e  n o t e d  f o r  G o t h i c  E a r t h .  T h e  s o u r c e
o f  t h e  b o l t  m u s t  a l w a y s  b e  t h e  c a s t e r ' s
o u t s t r e t c h e d  h a n d ;  i t  c a n n o t  o r i g i n a t e
a t  a  d i s t ance .  I n  add i t i on ,  l i gh tn ing
b o l t s  c a s t  h e r e  d o  n o t  r i c o c h e t  w h e n
they  s t r ike  a  so l id  su r face .  

M o n s t e r  s u m m o n i n g  I a n d  i t s
h i g h e r  l e v e l  c o u n t e r p a r t s  d o  n o t  e x i s t
on  Go th i c  Ea r th .

P r o t e c t i o n  f r o m  n o r m a l  m i s-
s i l e s p r o v i d e s  c o m p l e t e  p r o t e c t i o n
f r o m  n o r m a l  g u n f i r e ,  j u s t  a s  i t  d o e s
f o r  a r r o w s  a n d  o t h e r  m i s s i l e s .

S e p i a  s n a k e  s i g i l,  i n s t e a d  o f
e n g u l f i n g  a  v i c t i m  i n  a  s h i m m e r i n g
a m b e r  a u r a ,  c a u s e s  t h e  v i c t i m  t o  s a v e
vs .  po i son  wi th  a  -4  pena l ty  o r  f a l l  i n to
a  c o m a  a s  p e r  a  f e i g n  d e a t h  s p e l l .  T h e
v i c t i m  r e m a i n s  i n  t h i s  s t a t e  f o r   1 d 4
days  +  1  day  pe r  l eve l  o f  t he  ca s t e r  o r
un t i l  t he  e f fec t  i s  d i spe l l ed .

V a m p i r i c  t o u c h as  in  the  RSC,  for
eve ry  d i e  o f  damage  in f l i c t ed  t he  v i c-
t i m  l o s e s  1  h i t  p o i n t  p e r m a n e n t l y .
O n l y  a  r e s t o r a t i o n  c a n  r e s t o r e  l o s t  h i t
p o i n t s .  

F o u r t h  L e v e l  S p e l l s
E n e r v a t i o n as  in  the  RSC,  each level
d r a i n e d  f r o m  t h e  v i c t i m  a l s o  d r a i n s
o n e  h i t  p o i n t  p e r m a n e n t l y .  O n l y  a
r e s t o r a t i o n  c a n  r e s t o r e  l o s t  h i t  p o i n t s .  

R e m o v e  c u r s e as  in  the  RSC,  the
du ra t i on  o f  t h i s  spe l l  i s  l im i t ed  r a the r
t h a n  p e r m a n e n t .  T h e  d u r a t i o n  o f  t h e
re l i e f  i s  one  tu rn  pe r  l eve l  o f  t he  cas t-
e r .

The  fo l lowing  spe l l s  do  no t  ex i s t  on
Goth ic  Ear th .  L e o m u n d ' s  s e c u r e
s h e l t e r,  m o n s t e r  s u m m o n i n g  I I.

F i f t h  L e v e l  S p e l l s
C o n t a c t  O t h e r  P l a n e f u n c t i o n s  a s
d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  Player ’ s  Handbook.
T h e  o n l y  m o d i f i c a t i o n  i s  t h a t  t h e
c h a n c e  o f  i n s a n i t y  l i s t e d  i n  t h e
Player ’ s  Handbook i s  d o u b l e d  w h e n
the  spe l l  i s  cas t  he re .

D i s m i s s a l c a n n o t  f o r c e  a n  e x t r a p l a-
na r  c r ea tu re  o f f  Go th i c  Ea r th .  Thus ,
t h e  s p e l l  f u n c t i o n s  a s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e
RSC.  The  c rea ture  can  save  vs .  spe l l  to
avo id .  I f  they  fa i l  o r  they  wish  to  l eave
t h e  i m m e d i a t e  a r e a  t h e r e  i s  a  5 0 %
c h a n c e  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  b e  t e l e p o r t e d  t o
r a n d o m  s p o t  o n  G o t h i c  E a r t h .

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  s p e l l s  f u n c t i o n  a s
d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  RAVENLOFT C a m p a i g n
Set t ing :  a n i m a t e  d e a d,  m a g i c  j a r,
c o n j u r e  e l e m e n t al .

The  fo l lowing  spe l l s  do  no t  ex i s t  on
Goth ic  Ear th :  B i g b y ' s  i n t e r p o s i n g
h a n d ,  L e o m u n d ' s  l a m e n t a b l e
b e l a b o r m e n t ,  L e o m u n d ' s  s e c r e t
c h e s t ,  m o n s t e r  s u m m o n i n g  I I I ,
M o r d e n k a i n e n ’ s  f a i t h f u l
h o u n d.

S i x t h  L e v e l  S p e l l s
T h e  f o l l o w i n g  s p e l l s  f u n c t i o n  a s
d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  RAVENLOFT C a m p a i g n
Set t ing :  d e a t h  s p e l l ,  r e i n c a r n a-
t i o n ,  t r u e  s e e i n g.

The  fo l lowing  spe l l s  do  no t  ex i s t  on
G o t h i c  E a r t h :  B i g b y ' s  f o r c e f u l
h a n d ,  m o n s t e r  s u m m o n i n g  I V ,

M o r d e n k a i n e n ' s  l u c u b r a t i o n ,
T e n s e r ' s  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n.

S e v e n t h  L e v e l  S p e l l s
B a n i s h m e n t c a n n o t  b e  u s e d  t o  d r i v e
a  c rea tu re  o f f  Go th ic  Ear th .  O the rwise ,
i t  func t ions  as  desc r ibed  in  the  RSC.
T a r g e t e d  c r e a t u r e s  g e t  a  + 4  b o n u s  t o
the i r  s ave  and  i f  t hey  f a i l  t h ey  a r e
t e l e p o r t e d  t o  s o m e  l o c a t i o n  o n  G o t h i c
E a r t h .

D e l a y e d  b l a s t  f i r e b a l l,  l ike i ts
l e s se r  coun te rpa r t  i s  l e s s  e f fec t ive .
When  cas t  t he  exp los ion  o f  t he  f i r eba l l
f i l l s  on ly  a  10- foo t  cube  per  l eve l  o f
t h e  c a s t e r .

The  fo l lowing  spe l l s  do  no t  ex i s t  on
G o t h i c  E a r t h :  B i g b y ' s  g r a s p i n g
h a n d ,  D r a w m i j ' s  i n s t a n t  s u m-
m o n s ,  m o n s t e r  s u m m o n i n g  V ,
M o r d e n k a i n e n ' s  m a g n i f i c e n t
m a n s i o n ,  M o r d e n k a i n e n ' s
s w o r d.

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  s p e l l s  f u n c t i o n  a s
d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  RAVENLOFT C a m p a i g n
Set t ing :  c o n t r o l  u n d e a d ,  f i n g e r
o f  d e a t h ,  l i m i t e d  w i s h ,  s h a d o w
w a l k ,  t e l e p o r t  w i t h o u t  e r r o r.

E i g h t h  L e v e l  S p e l l s
The  fo l lowing  spe l l s  do  no t  ex i s t  on
G o t h i c  E a r t h :  B i g b y ‘ s  c l e n c h e d
f i s t ,  m o n s t e r  s u m m o n i n g  V I ,
O t i l u k e ' s  t e l e k i n e t i c  s p h e r e ,
O t t o ' s  i r r e s i s t i b l e  d a n c e ,
S e r t e n ' s  s p e l l  i m m u n i t y.

N i n t h  L e v e l  S p e l l s
S u c c o r,  a s  desc r ibed  in  the  RSC,  can-
n o t  b e  u s e d  t o  e s c a p e  f r o m  G o t h i c
E a r t h .

The  fo l lowing  spe l l s  do  no t  ex i s t  on
Goth ic  Ear th :  a s t r a l  s p e l l ,  B i g b y ' s
c r u s h i n g  h a n d ,  m o n s t e r  s u m-
m o n i n g  V I I ,  M o r d e n k a i n e n ’ s
d i s j u n c t i o n.

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  s p e l l s  f u n c t i o n  a s
d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  RAVENLOFT C a m p a i g n
Set t ing :  e n e r g y  d r a i n ,  g a t e ,  w i s h.

Mysticism
Mys t i c i sm  i s  t he  b r anch  o f  mag i c  u sed
b y  m y s t i c  c h a r a c t e r s .  W h e n  s u c h  a
h e r o  c a s t s  a  s p e l l ,  h e  d r a w s  u p o n
a n c i e n t  l o r e  a n d  l o n g  f o r g o t t e n  c o m-
m a n d s  t o  f o r c e  t h e  u n s e e n  s p i r i t s  o f
t he  wor ld  t o  obey  h i s  b idd ing .  As
s u c h ,  a  m y s t i c  e x p e n d s  n o n e  o f  h i s
own l i fe  fo rce  to  mani fes t  spe l l  e f fec t s .

Mys t i c s  do  t end  t o  become  l e s s
a n d  l e s s  c o n n e c t e d  t o  w h a t  w e  p e r-
ce ive  a s  t he  ma te r i a l  wor ld .  As  the
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r e a l m  o f  t h e  s p i r i t w o r l d  b e c o m e s
m o r e  a n d  m o r e  r e a l  t o  a  m y s t i c ,  t h a t
h e r o ' s  a t t e n t i o n  t e n d s  t o  b e  d r a w n
a w a y  f r o m  t h e  w o r l d ,  m a k i n g  h i m
s l o w  t o  r e a c t  t o  s u d d e n  t h r e a t s  a n d
c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t .  T o
re f l ec t  t h i s ,  a  mys t i c  he ro  su f fe r s  a
pena l t y  equa l  t o  h i s  l eve l  eve ry  t ime
he  ro l l s  fo r  in i t i a t ive .  Thus ,  a  5 th - leve l
mys t i c  app l i e s  a  +5  pena l ty  t o  a l l  i n i-
t ia t ive  ro l l s .

S p h e r e s  o f  M a g i c:  The  spe l l s  of
Goth ic  Ear th ' s  mys t ics ,  l ike  the  spe l l s
o f  p r i e s t s  i n  RAVENLOFT a n d  o t h e r
A D & D  c a m p a i g n s ,  a r e  g r o u p e d  i n t o
s p h e r e s .  B e c a u s e  m y s t i c s  a r e  d e v o t e d
t o  t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l
w o r l d  i n  g e n e r a l  a n d  n o t  t o  a n y  s i n g l e
s u p e r n a t u r a l  b e i n g ,  t h e y  a r e  n o t  l i m i t-
e d  t o  a c c e s s  t o  a  s p e c i f i c  s e t  o f
s p h e r e s .  

I n i t i a l  S p h e r e s:  Mys t i c  cha rac-
t e r s  d o  n o t  k e e p  s p e l l b o o k s .  T h e y
d e p e n d  u p o n  r i t u a l s  a n d  c e r e m o n i e s
to  c rea te  magica l  e f fec t s .  Al l  mys t ic
c h a r a c t e r s  b e g i n  t h e  g a m e  w i t h  m i n o r
access  to  the  Al l  sphe re .

A c c e s s i n g  N e w  S p h e r e s: A
m y s t i c  s p e n d s  m o s t  o f  h i s  t i m e  s t u d y-
i n g  m y s t i c a l  l o r e  a n d  t h e  u n s e e n
rea lm  o f  t he  sp i r i t s .  When  a  he ro  i s
c r e a t e d ,  t h e  p l a y e r  m u s t  s e l e c t  o n e
s p h e r e  a s  t h e  h e r o ’ s  s p h e r e  o f
r e s e a r c h .  T h i s  m a y  b e  a  s p h e r e  t o
w h i c h  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  h a s  n o  a c c e s s ,  o r
i t  m a y  b e  a  s p h e r e  t o  w h i c h  h e  h a s
access .  

I f  t h e  h e r o  c o n t i n u e s  s t u d y  i n  a
s p h e r e  t o  w h i c h  h e  h a s  m i n o r  a c c e s s ,
t h e  h e r o  g a i n s  m a j o r  a c c e s s  t o  t h a t
s p h e r e  w h e n  h e  r e a c h e s  t h e  n e x t  e x p e-
r i e n c e  l e v e l .  I f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r
r e s e a r c h e d  a  n e w  s p h e r e ,  t h e  c h a r a c-
t e r  g a i n s  m i n o r  a c c e s s  t o  t h a t  s p h e r e
a t  t he  nex t  expe r i ence  l eve l .

Th i s  p rocedu re  i s  f o l l owed  eve ry
t ime  a  cha rac t e r  ga in s  a  new l eve l .  The
p l a y e r  m u s t  d e c i d e  w h e t h e r  t h e  m y s-
t i c  w i l l  r e s e a r c h  a  n e w  s p h e r e  i n  o r d e r
t o  g a i n  m i n o r  a c c e s s  t o  i t ,  o r  w h e t h e r
t h e  h e r o  w i l l  r e s e a r c h  a  s p h e r e  t o
w h i c h  h e  h a s  m i n o r  a c c e s s ,  i n  o r d e r  t o
ga in  ma jo r  a cce s s .

B r e a k i n g  o f f  S t u d i e s:  I f  a  mys-
t i c  d i scon t inues  s tudy  o f  a  spec i f i c
s p h e r e ,  h e  c a n  n e v e r  s t u d y  t h a t
s p h e r e  f u r t h e r .  T h u s ,  i f  a  c h a r a c t e r
o p t s  n o t  t o  p u r s u e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  A l l
s p h e r e  w h i l e  a d v a n c i n g  f r o m  1 s t  t o
2 n d  l e v e l  a n d  c h o o s e s  i n s t e a d  t o  g a i n
m i n o r  a c c e s s  t o  a n o t h e r  s p h e r e ,  h e
c a n  n e v e r  a t t e m p t  t o  s t u d y  t h e  A l l
sphe re  fu r t he r .  He  w i l l  neve r  ga in
ma jo r  acces s  t o  t he  Al l  sphe re .

Fol lowing is  a  l i s t  of  pr ies t  spel ls
f r o m  t h e  P l a y e r ’ s  H a n d b o o k a l o n g
w i t h  i n s t r u c t i o n s  i n  h o w  t h e y  a r e
m o d i f i e d .

F i r s t  L e v e l  S p e l l s
D e t e c t  e v i l d e t e c t s  o n l y  l a w  o r

chaos  on  Go th i c  Ea r th .

F a e r i e  f i r e a f f e c t s  u p  t o  o n e  m a n -
s i zed  ob jec t  pe r  l eve l  o f  the  cas t e r .

L i g h t f u n c t i o n s  a s  t h e  1 s t  l e v e l  a d e p t
s p e l l  o f  t h e  s a m e  n a m e .

S h i l l e l a g h c a n  b e  c a s t  o n  a n y  b l u d g-
e o n i n g  o b j e c t .

S e c o n d  L e v e l  S p e l l s
C h a r m  p e r s o n f u n c t i o n s  a s  t h e
a d e p t  s p e l l  o f  t h e  s a m e  n a m e .

K n o w  a l i g n m e n t r e v e a l s  o n l y
chaos ,  l aw ,  o r  neu t r a l i t y .  I t  does  no t
e n a b l e  t h e  m y s t i c  t o  d e t e c t  g o o d  o r
evi l .

The  fo l lowing  spe l l s  do  no t  ex i s t  on
Goth ic  Ear th :  f l a m e  b l a d e ,  s p i r i-
t u a l  h a m m e r ,  w y v e r n  w a t c h.

T h i r d  L e v e l  S p e l l s
A n i m a t e  d e a d f u n c t i o n s  a s
desc r ibed  in  the  RSC.

C o n t i n u a l  l i g h t f u n c t i o n s  a s  t h e
a d e p t  s p e l l  o f  t h e  s a m e  n a m e

F o u r t h  L e v e l  S p e l l s
A b j u r e f u n c t i o n s  a s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e
RSC.  I t  c anno t  s end  a  c r ea tu re  t o
a n o t h e r  p l a n e ;  t h e  f i e n d  i s  t e l e p o r t e d
t o  a  r a n d o m l y  d e t e r m i n e d  p o i n t  o n
Goth ic  Ea r th .

A n i m a l s  s u m m o n i n g  I - t h e  a n i-
m a l s  s u m m o n e d  d o  n o t  m a g i c a l l y
a p p e a r .  R a t h e r ,  t h e y  j o u r n e y  t o  t h e
c a s t e r  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  n o r m a l  m e a n s  o f
l o c o m o t i o n .

C a l l  w o o d l a n d  b e i n g s d o e s  n o t
ex i s t  on  Goth ic  Ear th .  

F i f t h  L e v e l  S p e l l s
A i r  w a l k when  ca s t  on  Go th i c  Ea r th ,
t h i s  s p e l l  c a n n o t  a f f e c t  a n y  c r e a t u r e
l a r g e r  t h a n  m a n - s i z e .

A n i m a l  s u m m o n i n g  I I o p e r a t e s  i n
t h e  s a m e  m a n n e r  a s  a n i m a l  s u m m o n-
ing  I.

C o m m u n e f u n c t i o n s  a s  d e s c r i b e d  i n
t h e  Player ’ s  Handbook,  n o t  a s  i n  t h e
RSC.  This  magic  p laces  the  hero  in
c o n t a c t  w i t h  s o m e  r a n d o m  e x t r a p l a-
na r  sp i r i t ,  no t  a  spec i f i c  d iv in i ty .

P l a n e  s h i f t does  no t  a l low t r ave l  o f f
Go th ic  Ea r th .

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  s p e l l s  f u n c t i o n  a s
d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  RAVENLOFT C a m p a i g n
Set t ing :  m a g i c  f o n t ,  q u e s t ,  r a i s e
d e a d ,  t r u e  s e e i n g.

S i x t h - L e v e l  S p e l l s
A n i m a l  s u m m o n i n g  I I I h a s  t h e
s a m e  l i m i t a t i o n  a s  a n i m a l  s u m m o n i n g
I.

B l a d e  b a r r i e r d o e s  n o t  e x i s t  o n
Goth ic  Ea r th .

F i n d  t h e  p a t h f u n c t i o n s  a s
desc r ibed  in  the  RSC.

S e v e n t h  L e v e l  S p e l l s

F i r e  s t o r m f u n c t i o n s  a s  d e s c r i b e d  i n
t h e  Player ’ s  Handbook w i t h  t h e  f o l-
lowing  excep t ion :  the  a rea  o f  e f fec t  i s
r e d u c e d  t o  o n e  5 - f o o t  c u b e  p e r  l e v e l
o f  t h e  c a s t e r .

The  fo l lowing  spe l l s  do  no t  ex i s t  on
Goth ic  Ear th :  a s t r a l  s p e l l ,  c h a r i o t
o f  s u s t a r r e.

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  s p e l l s  f u n c t i o n  a s
d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  RAVENLOFT C a m p a i g n
Set t ing :  g a t e ,  h o l y  w o r d ,  r e i n c a r-
n a t i o n ,  r e s t o r a t i o n ,  r e s u r r e c-
t i o n ,  s u c c o r.

T o m e  o f  M a g i c spe l l s  a r e  no t  ava i l ab l e
in LD.

❏
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T h e  u s e  o f  k i t s  i s  n o t  m a n d a t o r y ,  b u t
i t  i s  r e c o m m e n d e d  a n d  n o  e x p e r i e n c e
p e n a l t y  i s  i n c u r r e d  b y  u s i n g  o n e .  T h e
p l a y e r  s h o u l d  c o n s i d e r  i f  c e r t a i n  k i t s
a r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  b o t h  s e x e s .  F o r
some  k i t s ,  such  a s  de t ec t i ve  o r  j ou r-
na l i s t ,  th i s  i s  ha rd ly  an  i s sue .  For  k i t s
s u c h  a s  s a i l o r ,  t h e  p l a y e r  s h o u l d  c o n-
s i d e r  w h e t h e r  t h e  k i t  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o
a  f e m a l e  c h a r a c t e r .  T h e  1 8 9 0 ' s  w e r e
a n  a g e  o f  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e
s e x e s .  T h e  c a m p a i g n  a n d  t h e  j u d g e s
wi l l ,  i n  gene ra l ,  t r ea t  t he  he roes  in  a
h i s to r i ca l l y  accu ra t e  f a sh ion .  

Soldier Kits
C a v a l r y m a n
Class:  Soldier
Abil i ty  Req. :  Dex 12,  Int  12;  
P r ime  Req . :  S t r eng th
Hi t  Die :  d10
At tack  as :  Sold ier
Save as :  Soldier
Advance  as :  So ld ie r
Exc  St rength?  No
Spell  Abil i ty? No
Exc Const i tut ion? Yes
S t a r t i n g  C a s h :  3 d 6
P r o f i c i e n c i e s :  W e a p o n  S l o t s :  4 ;
A d d i t i o n a l  S l o t :  3 ;  N o n p r o f i c i e n c y
P e n a l t y :  - 2 ;  N o n w e a p o n  S l o t s :  3 ;
A d d i t i o n a l  S l o t :  3 .  A v a i l a b l e
Categor ies :  Genera l ,  Mi l i ta ry .  Bonus
P r o f i c i e n c y :  E q u e s t r i a n .
R e c o m m e n d e d  P r o f i c i e n c y :  A n i m a l
H u s b a n d r y

Desc r ip t i on :  The  cava l ryman  i s  a
m o u n t e d  s o l d i e r ,  s k i l l e d  i n  r i d i n g  a n d
f igh t i ng  f rom ho r seback .  The  ava i l-
ab i l i t y  o f  r e l i ab l e  f i r e a rms  ha s  made
t h e s e  w a r r i o r s  l e s s  i m p o r t a n t  i n  1 9 t h
cen tu ry  con f l i c t .  The  vu lne rab i l i t y  o f
c a v a l r y  u n i t s  w a s  d e m o n s t r a t e d  i n  t h e
Amer i can  C iv i l  War ,  bu t  has  no t  ye t
b e e n  f u l l y  a c c e p t e d  b y  t r a d i t i o n a l l y
c o n s e r v a t i v e  m i l i t a r y  m i n d s  o f  t h e
1890 ' s .  Many  o f  Go th i c  Ea r th ' s  cava l ry
u n i t s  a r e  s t r i c t l y  c e r e m o n i a l  w i t h  t h e i r
m e m b e r s  b e i n g  m o r e  d e v o t e d  t o
p o m p  a n d  c i r c u m s t a n c e  t h a n  a c t u a l
m i l i t a r y  a c t i o n .

Ro lep l ay ing :  The  cava l ryman  i s
p r o u d  a n d  n o b l e .  T o  h i m ,  n o t h i n g  i n
l i f e  i s  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  h i s  s e r v i c e
a n d  d e d i c a t i o n .  P l a y e r s  w h o  c h o o s e
t h e  c a v a l r y m a n  k i t  s h o u l d  c o n s i d e r
p l a y i n g  t h e i r  c h a r a c t e r s  a s  s m u g  a n d
r e g a l .

Specia l  Benef i t s :  Al l  caval rymen
a r e  a s s u m e d  t o  b e  s k i l l e d  h o r s e m e n .
As  such  t hey  r ece ive  t he  Eques t r i an

p ro f i c i ency  w i thou t  devo t i ng  a  s l o t  t o
i t .  Add i t i ona l  s l o t s  may  be  u sed  t o
improve  th i s  sk i l l  fo l lowing  the  no r-
ma l  ru l e s .  A  cava l ryman  s  f ami l i a r i t y
w i t h  m o u n t e d  c o m b a t  g i v e s  h i m  a  + 2
b o n u s  t o  a l l  m e l e e  a t t a c k  r o l l s  m a d e
a g a i n s t  a n  u n m o u n t e d  o p p o n e n t .

S p e c i a l  H i n d r a n c e s :  A  c a v a l r y-
m a n ' s  t r a i n i n g  e m p h a s i z e s  a g i l i t y  o v e r
b r u t e  s t r e n g t h .  A s  s u c h ,  c h a r a c t e r s  o f
t h i s  k i t  a r e  n o t  e n t i t l e d  t o  h a v e  e x c e p-
t i ona l  S t r eng th  a s  o the r  so ld i e r s  do .  I n
add i t i on ,  a t  l e a s t  one  o f  t he  cava l ry-
m a n ' s  w e a p o n  p r o f i c i e n c y  s l o t s  m u s t
be  a l l oca t ed  t o  t he  s abe r .  A  s econd
s l o t  m u s t  b e  d e v o t e d  t o  a r m y
r e v o l v e r .  T h e s e  a r e  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l
w e a p o n s  o f  t h e  c a v a l r y  a n d  a l l  s u c h
c h a r a c t e r s  a r e  e x p e c t e d  t o  b e  f a m i l i a r
w i t h  t h e i r  u s e .

C o w b o y  
Class:  So ld ie r  
Abi l i ty  Req. :  Con 13
Pr ime  Req . :  S t r eng th
Hi t  Dice :  d10  
Attack As:  Soldier
Save As:  Soldier
Advance  As:  Sold ie r
Exc  St rength?  No
Spell   Abil i ty? No
Exc Const i tut ion? Yes
S t a r t i n g  C a s h :  3 d 6
P r o f i c i e n c i e s :  W e a p o n  S l o t s :  4 ;
A d d i t i o n a l  S l o t  3 ;  N o n p r o f i c i e n c y
P e n a l t y :  - 2 ;  N o n w e a p o n  S l o t s :   3 ;
A d d i t i o n a l  S l o t :  3 .  A v a i l a b l e
C a t e g o r i e s :  G e n e r a l ,  M i l i t a r y ,
W i l d e r n e s s .  B o n u s  P r o f i c i e n c y :
E q u e s t r i a n .  R e c o m m e n d e d
Prof ic ienc ies :  Animal  Handl ing ,  Rope
Use ,  Surviva l ,  Tracking

Desc r ip t i on :  Cowboys  a r e  known
b y  m a n y  n a m e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w o r l d ;
o n  t h e  r a n c h  t h e y  a r e  c a l l e d  w r a n-
g le r s ,  in  Mexico  vaqueros ,  in  Sou th
Amer i ca  gauchos -bu t  a l l  a r e  ea s i l y
i d e n t i f i e d  b y  t h e i r  w o r k i n g  c l o t h e s
a n d  e q u i p m e n t .  S t a n d a r d  d r e s s
i n c l u d e s  t i g h t  d e n i m  t r o u s e r s  a n d
c h a p s ,  h i g h  l e a t h e r  b o o t s ,  a  k e r c h i e f
o r  b a n d a n n a ,  a n d  a  b r o a d -  b r i m m e d
h a t  o r  s o m b r e r o .  A  c o w b o y ' s  m o s t
impor t an t  a s se t  i s  h i s  ho r se ,  wh ich  i s
h i s  o n l y  r e l i a b l e  f o r m  o f  t r a n s p o r t a-
t i on  on  t he  r ange .  A  ho r se  i s  so  h igh ly
v a l u e d  t h a t  a  c o w b o y  w h o  i s  l o w  o n
wate r  wi l l  g ive  i t  t o  h i s  horse  ins tead
o f  d r i n k i n g  i t  h i m s e l f .  S t a n d a r d  e q u i p-
men t  i nc ludes  a  l a s so  ( ca l l ed  a  l a r - i a t
in  the  Sou thwes t  Un i t ed  S ta t e s ) ,  kn i fe ,
a n d  a r m y  r e v o l v e r .  R i f l e s  a r e  n o t  u s e d
a s  f r e q u e n t l y  b y  c o w b o y s  b e c a u s e
t h e y  a r e  b u l k i e r  a n d  l e s s  p r a c t i c a l
t h a n  r e v o l v e r s .  T h e  g l a m o u r  a n d  f a m e
c o w b o y s  o n c e  e n j o y e d  h a s  m o s t l y

f a d e d  i n t o  m e m o r y  a n d  t h e  s t u f f  o f
o ld  s to r i e s  and  d ime  nove l s .  Mos t  cow-
b o y s  a r e  n o w  r a n c h e r s ,  a n d  t h e  r e s t
h a v e  f o u n d  n e w  r o a d s  t o  t r a v e l ,  a n d
n e w  a d v e n t u r e s  t o  s e e k .

Roleplay ing:  The  cowboy 's  l i fe  i s
ha rd  and  l one ly ,  l e av ing  l i t t l e  t ime  fo r
fun  or  soc ia l i z ing .  As  a  resu l t ,  cowboys
t e n d  t o  b e  d i r e c t  i n  t h e i r  d e a l i n g s  w i t h
o t h e r  f o l k ,  a n d  d o n ' t  c a r e  m u c h  f o r
"c i t y  s l i cke r s "  who  can ' t  ho ld  t he i r
o w n .  S o m e  c o w b o y s  f i n d  h o b b i e s  t o
p a s s  t h e  t i m e ,  s u c h  a s  p l a y i n g  c a r d s ,
s i n g i n g ,  o r  e v e n  c o m p o s i n g  p o e t r y .
M a n y  a r e  s i m - p l y  b o r e d  m o s t  o f  t h e
t i m e  t h e y  a r e  o u t  o n  t h e  r a n g e .

Specia l  Benef i t s :  Cowboys  lead  a
ha r sh  l i f e ,  whe re  t he  f i r s t  r u l e  o f  su r-
v iva l  i s  " l ea rn  f a s t  o r  ge t  ou t '  "  Anyone
w h o  c a n ' t  l e a r n  t h e  r o p e s  q u i c k l y  a n d
d o  t h e i r  o w n  w o r k  i s  n o t  i n v i t e d  b a c k
fo r  ano the r  c a t t l e  r un .  Because  o f  t h i s
bap t i sm  o f  f i r e ,  cowboys  p i ck  up  t he
sk i l l s  they  need  ve ry  eas i ly .  Thus ,
c o w b o y s  c a n  b u y  n o n w e a p o n  p r o f i-
c i e n c i e s  f r o m  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  p r o f i-
c i e n c y  g r o u p s  a t  t h e  l i s t e d  c o s t :
Genera l ,  Mi l i t a ry ,  and  Wi lde rness .

S p e c i a l  H i n d r a n c e s :  L i k e  t h e
e x p l o r e r / s c o u t ,  t h e  c o w b o y  s p e n d s  l i t-
t l e  t ime  soc ia l i z ing  o r  even  see ing  any-
o n e  o t h e r  t h a n  h i s  f e l l o w  c o w b o y s .
Th i s  g ive s  t he  cha rac t e r  a  - 4  r eac t i on
a d j u s t - m e n t  w h e n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  n o n -
c o w b o y s  ( l o y a l t y  m o d i f i e r s  a r e  u n a f-
fec ted) .  Because  they  a re  so  v i t a l  to  h i s
w o r k ,  t h e  c o w b o y  m u s t  b u y  p r o f i c i e n-
cy  w i th  t he  fo l l owing  t h r ee  weapons  a t
f i r s t  l e v e l :  a r m y  r e v o l v e r ,
h u n t i n g / b o w i e  k n i f e ,  a n d  l a s s o .  T h e
l a s t  w e a p o n  p r o f i c i e n c y  s l o t  m a y  b e
s p e n t  o n  a n y  w e a p o n  t h e  c o w - b o y
d e s i r e s .

E x p l o r e r / S c o u t
Class:  Soldier
Abi l i ty  Req. :  Con 12,  In t  10 ,  Wis  10
Pr ime  Req . :  S t r eng th
Hi t  Die :  d10
At tack  as :  Sold ier
Save as :  Soldier
Advance  as :  So ld ie r
Exc Strength? Yes
Spell  Abil i ty? No
Exc Const i tut ion? Yes
S t a r t i n g  C a s h :  2 d 6
P r o f i c i e n c i e s :  W e a p o n  S l o t s :  4 ;
A d d i t i o n a l  S l o t :  3 ;  N o n p r o f i c i e n c y
P e n a l t y :  - 2 ;  N o n w e a p o n  S l o t s :  3 ;
A d d i t i o n a l  S l o t : 3 .  A v a i l a b l e
C a t e g o r i e s :  G e n e r a l ,  W i l d e r n e s s .
B o n u s  P r o f i c i e n c y :  S u r v i v a l .
Recommended  P ro f i c i enc i e s :  Hun t ing ,
N a v i g a t i o n

Desc r ip t i on :  The  wan ing  yea r s  o f
t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  a r e  a  t i m e  o f  e x p l o-

Living Death Kits
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r a t i o n  a n d  a d v e n t u r e .  L a r g e  s e c t i o n s
of  Af r ica ,  Aus t ra l i a ,  and  the  Amer icas
a r e  s a v a g e  a n d  u n t a m e d ,  t h e  p o l a r
r e g i o n s  a r e  a l l  b u t  u n e x p l o r e d ,  a n d
t h e  m y s t e r i o u s  O r i e n t  h o l d s  u n l i m i t e d
w o n d e r s  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l s  b r a v e  e n o u g h
t o  s e e k  t h e m  o u t .

Ro lep lay ing :  Exp lo re r s  t ake  many
a p p e a r a n c e s  a n d  r o l e s .  S o m e  a r e  p r o-
f e s s iona l  s cou t s  who  se rve  a s  gu ides
f o r  h i r e .  O t h e r s  p u r s u e  t h e i r  o w n
e x p l o r a t i o n s ,  s e e k i n g  t h e  f a m e  a n d
p r e s t i g e  o f  b e i n g  t h e  f i r s t  h u m a n  t o
s e t  f o o t  i n  a  r e m o t e ,  d a n g e r o u s  p l a c e .
Desp i t e  any  d i f f e rences ,  however ,  a l l
cha r ac t e r s  bu i l t  w i t h  t h i s  k i t  have  a
love  o f  t he  w i lde rne s s  and  t he  s ense  o f
w o n d e r  t h a t  c o m e s  w i t h  t h e  d i s c o v e r y
o f  n a t u r e ' s  h i d d e n  s e c r e t s .  E x p l o r e r s
a r e  s e l f - r e l i an t .  They  do  no t  s eek  t he
c o m p a n y  o f  o t h e r s ,  b u t  r e c o g n i z e  t h e
n e c e s s i t y  o f  c o m p a n i o n s  a t  t i m e s .

S p e c i a l  B e n e f i t s :  A l l  e x p l o r e r s
r ece ive  t he  Su rv iva l  p ro f i c i ency  au to-
m a t i c a l l y ;  h o w e v e r ,  e a c h  c h a r a c t e r
m u s t  s e l e c t  a  c l i m a t e  a n d  t e r r a i n  a s
the  focus  o f  t he  spec i a l i za t ion ,  such  a s
A f r i c a n  j u n g l e ,  N o r t h  A m e r i c a n  b a d-
l a n d s ,  o r  a r c t i c  t u n d r a .  T h e s e  h e r o e s
h a v e  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  r e c o g n i z e  p o i s o n-
o u s  p l a n t s  o r  t a i n t e d  w a t e r  s i m p l y  b y
m a k i n g  a  W i s d o m  c h e c k .

Spec ia l  Hindrances :  Exp lo re r s  a re
r u g g e d  f o l k  w h o  h a v e  g r o w n  a c c u s-
t o m e d  t o  t h e  r i g o r s  o f  t h e  w i l d e r n e s s .
T h e y  t e n d  t o  r e g a r d  c i t y  d w e l l e r s  a s
s o f t  a n d  p a m p e r e d .  A s  s u c h ,  t h e y  t e n d
to  be  uncomfor t ab l e  i n  soc i a l  s e t t i ngs .
To  re f l ec t  th i s ,  a l l  such  cha rac te r s  su f-
f e r  a  - 4  p e n a l t y  t o  C h a r i s m a  c h e c k s  o r
s imi l a r  ro l l s  when  dea l ing  wi th  so -
cal led "civi l ized"  folk .

S a i l o r
Class:  Soldier
Abi l i ty  Req. :  Dex 12,  Con 12
Pr ime  Req . :  S t r eng th
Hi t  Die :  d10
At tack  as :   Sol ider
Save as :  Soldier
Advance  as :  So ld ie r
Exc Strength? Yes
Spell  Abil i ty? N o
Exc Cons t i tu t ion?  No
S t a r t i n g  C a s h :  3 d 6
P r o f i c i e n c i e s :  W e a p o n  S l o t s :  4 ;
A d d i t i o n a l  S l o t :  3 ;  N o n p r o f i c i e n c y
P e n a l t y : - 2 ;  N o n w e a p o n  S l o t s : 3 ;
A d d i t i o n a l  S l o t :  3 .  A v a i l a b l e
Categor ies :  Genera l ,  Mi l i ta ry .  Bonus
P r o f i c i e n c y :  S e a m a n s h i p .
R e c o m m e n d e d  P r o f i c i e n c i e s :
Cl imbing ,  Nav iga t ion ,  Swimming

Descr ip t ion :  The  g rea t  f l ee t s  o f
t h e  w o r l d  a r e  a  m a j o r  f o r c e  i n  t h e  l a t e
1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  T h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d
t h e  g r e a t  n a t i o n s  o f  E u r o p e  m a i n t a i n
l a r g e  n a v i e s  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s
a t  h o m e  a n d  a b r o a d .  T h e  b a c k b o n e s
o f  t h e s e  a r m a d a s  a r e  t h e  i r o n  m e n
who  c r ew  these  ma je s t i c  sh ip s .

Rolep lay ing :  The  sa i lo r  i s  a  mul t i-
t a l e n t e d  i n d i v i d u a l .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h i s
k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  s e a m a n ' s  t r a d e ,  h e
m u s t  b e  a  r u g g e d  a n d  h a r d y  i n d i v i d-
u a l .  A t  a n y  m o m e n t ,  h e  m a y  f a c e  a n
a t t a c k  b y  a n  e n e m y  c r a f t  o r  b e  c o n-
f r o n t e d  w i t h  t h e  s a v a g e  f u r y  o f  a  h u r-
r i c a n e .  W h e t h e r  h e  s e r v e s  a b o a r d  a
m a j e s t i c  w i n d j a m m e r  o r  a  r u g g e d
i ronc lad ,  f ew fo lk  in  the  wor ld  a re  a s
r o b u s t  t h e  s a i l o r .

S p e c i a l  B e n e f i t s :  T h e  s a i l o r  i s
a s s u m e d  t o  b e  a  s k i l l e d  s e a m a n ,  a n d
rece ives  t ha t  p ro f i c i ency  w i thou t  a l l o-
ca t ing  a  s lo t  to  i t .  Addi t iona l  s lo t s  may
be  devo t ed  t o  improve  t h i s  sk i l l .

In  add i t ion ,  t he  sa i lo r  i s  accus-
t o m e d  t o  t h e  r o l l i n g  a n d  p i t c h i n g  o f  a
sh ip .  These  " sea  l egs"  g ive  a  bonus  o f
+2  t o  any  Dex te r i t y  check  o r  s av ing
t h r o w  t h a t  r e q u i r e s  a g i l i t y  w h e n  o n  a
s h i p .

Spec ia l  Hindrances :  A  sa i lo r  mus t
a l l oca t e  one  weapon  p ro f i c i ency  s l o t
t o  t h e  n a v y  p i s t o l  a n d  o n e  n o n w e a p o n
prof ic iency  s lo t  to  the  Rope  Use  sk i l l .

Sa i lo r s ’  l ack  the  phys ica l  t r a in ing
t h a t  o t h e r  c h a r a c t e r s  o f  t h e  s o l d i e r
c lass  possess .  As  such ,  they  a re  l imi ted
t o  a  m a x i m u m  o f  + 2  h i t  p o i n t s  p e r  H i t
Die ,  r ega rd less  o f  Cons t i tu t ion  score .

Tradesman Kits
A r c h a e o l o g i s t  
C l a s s :  T r a d e s m a n
Abil i ty  Req. :  In t .  14 ,  Con.  12
Pr ime Req. :  Dexter i ty
Hit  Die:  D8
At t ack  As :  T radesman

Save  As :  T radesman
A d v a n c e  A s :  T r a d e s m a n
Exc.  St rength:  No
Exc.  Const i tu t ion:  No
Spell  Abil i ty:  No
S t a r t i n g  C a s h :  3 d 6
Prof ic iencies : W e a p o n  S l o t s :  3 ;
Addi t iona l  S lo ts :  4 ;  Non Prof ic iency
P e n a l t y :  - 3 ;  N o n - W e a p o n  S l o t s :  6 ;
A d d i t i o n a l  S l o t s :  3 .  A v a i l a b l e
C a t e g o r i e s :  W i l d e r n e s s  a n d
(Educa t iona l ,  Arcane  o r  Rogue)  (p i ck
one) .  Bonus  Prof ic ienc ies :  Archeology.
R e q u i r e d  P r o f i c i e n c i e s :  A n c i e n t
L a n g u a g e  ( a n y  o n e  l a n g u a g e ) .
R e c o m m e n d e d  P r o f i c i e n c i e s :
Navigat ion ,  Survival ,  Ancient  Rel ig ion ,
a n d  A p p r a i s i n g

D e s c r i p t i o n :  H e  p r o b a b l y  c a l l s
h i m s e l f  a n  a r c h a e o l o g i s t ,  o r  a n  a c q u i r-
e r  o f  r a r e  a n t i q u i t i e s ,  b u t  s o m e  o t h e r s
u s e  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  n a m e s ,  n a m e s  l i k e
g r a v e  r o b b e r ,  t o m b  r a i d e r ,  a n d  g h o u l .
H e  m a y  o r  m a y  n o t  h a v e  a  d e g r e e ,  b u t
r e g a r d l e s s ,  h e  i s  m o r e  a t  h o m e  i n  a
r u i n e d  t e m p l e  o r  a n  a n c i e n t  t o m b
t h a n  a  c l a s s r o o m .   H e  i s  a n  a d v e n t u r-
e r  d e v o t e d  m o r e  t o  t h e  s e a r c h  f o r  a n d
p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  a n t i q u i t i e s  a n d  m y s-
t e r i e s  o f  t he  pas t .   

Ro lep l ay ing :  Whe the r  he  i s  mo t i-
v a t e d  b y  e x c i t e m e n t ,  t h e  q u e s t  f o r
k n o w l e d g e ,  m a t e r i a l  g a i n ,  o r  a  c o m b i-
n a t i o n  o f  t h e  t h r e e ,  h e  i s  a  t r u e  a n d
c l a s s i c  g o t h i c  a d v e n t u r e r ,  c o n s t a n t l y
s e e k i n g  n e w  a n t i q u i t i e s  t o  u n c o v e r .
H i s  o r i g ina l  t r a in ing  (o r  t a l en t )  may
e q u a l l y  h a v e  b e e n  e n g i n e e r i n g  o r
anc i en t  r e l i g ion ,  bu t  h i s  f ocus  soon
c e n t e r e d  o n  a r c h a e o l o g y .   

Spec ia l  Benef i t s :  The  a rchaeologis t
g a i n s  t h e  b o n u s  p r o f i c i e n c y  o f  a r c h a e-
o logy .   In  add i t ion ,  h i s  s tudy  o f  a l l
t h i n g s  a n t i q u e  a l l o w s  h i m  t o  p u r c h a s e
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of  the  Anc ien t  Language  p ro f i c i enc ie s
a t  base  cos t .  Mos t  o f  t h i s  b reed  o f
a r cheo log i s t s  i s  ve ry  capab le  i n  t he
o u t d o o r s .   D u e  t o  t h e  r i g o r o u s  a n d
d a n g e r o u s  n a t u r e  o f  h i s  w o r k ,  h e
ga ins  a  D8  h i t  d i e ,  i n s t ead  o f  the  D6  o f
h i s  f e l l ow  t r adesmen .  

Spec ia l  H ind rances :   The  a rcheo l-
o g i s t  i s  a  m a n  o f  k n o w l e d g e  a n d
ac t ion .  He  has  l i t t l e  t ime  o r  pa t i ence
f o r  t h e  r u l e s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s  o f
Vic to r i an  soc ie ty  ( -2  to  E t ique t t e  and
S a v o i r - f a i r e )  o r  t h o s e  c o m m o n  e v e r y-
d a y  t h i n g s  m a n y  t a k e  s o  m u c h  i n t e r-
e s t  i n  (hence  t he  l a ck  o f  Gene ra l  i n  t he
Avai lab le  Categor ies ) .

Anc i en t  Languages  come  ea s i e r  t o
h i m  t h a n  m o d e r n  o n e s .   I n  a d d i t i o n ,
h e  i s  s o  o f t e n  o b s e s s e d  w i t h  t h e  q u e s t
f o r  k n o w l e d g e  t h a t  h e  i s  s o m e t i m e s
b l i n d  t o  a l l  e l s e .  I f  h e  u s e s
Psychomet ry ,  P rognos t i ca t i on  o r  S ix th
S e n s e  t o  f u r t h e r  h i s  k n o w l e d g e  h i s
p o w e r  c h e c k  h a s  a  b a s e  o f  2 %  a n d
goes  up  by  1% eve ry  t h r ee  l eve l s  ( s im-
i lar  to  prof ic iencies  i t  i s  2% at  f i r s t ,  3%
a t  3 r d ,  4 %  a t  6 t h ) .  

A n i m a l  B r e e d e r  
C l a s s :  T r a d e s m a n
Abil i ty  Req. :   Str  10,  Wis  11
Pr ime  Req . :   Wisdom
Hit  Dice :  d6
A t t a c k  a s :  T r a d e s m a n
A d v a n c e  a s :  T r a d e s m a n
Exc.  St rength:   No
Spell  Abil i ty:  No
Exc.  Const i tut ion:  Yes
S ta r t i ng  Cash :   4d6
P r o f i c i e n c i e s :   W e a p o n  S l o t s :  3
A d d i t i o n a l  S l o t :  4  N o n p r o f i c i e n c y
P e n a l t y :  - 3  N o n w e a p o n  S l o t s :  6
A d d i t i o n a l  S l o t :  3 .  A v a i l a b l e
C a t e g o r i e s :   G e n e r a l ,  W i l d e r n e s s
B o n u s  P r o f i c i e n c i e s :   A n i m a l
H u s b a n d r y .  R e c o m m e n d e d
Prof ic iencies :  Zoology (2  s lo t  cos t ) ,
E q u e s t r i a n ,  R o p e  U s e ,  B i o l o g y ,
T a n n i n g

D e s c r i p t i o n :   A n i m a l  b r e e d e r s  c a n
b e  f o u n d  i n  a n y  p a r t  o f  G o t h i c  E a r t h
i n  a n y  c u l t u r e .  M o s t  o f  t h e m  t a k e  a
b u s i n e s s  l i k e  a p p r o a c h ,  c a r e f u l l y
r e c o r d i n g  b l o o d l i n e s ,  a n d  b r e e d i n g
a n i m a l s  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e  f a v o r a b l e
t ra i t s .   Animal  b reeders  wi l l  spec ia l i ze
in  a  pa r t i cu la r  spec ie s :  ho r se ,  ca t t l e ,
s h e e p ,  d o g s ,  g o a t s ,  c h i c k e n s ,  p i g s ,
minks ,  f a l cons ,  e t c .  Fo r  each  add i t i on-
a l  p r o f i c i e n c y  s l o t  t h e y  d e v o t e  t o
A n i m a l  H u s b a n d r y ,  t h e y  c a n  a d d
ano the r  spec i e s  t o  t he i r  sk i l l s ,  bu t
m o s t  b r e e d e r s  a r e  d e v o t e d  t o  o n e
spec i e s .   The  d i f f e r en t  be tween  t he
a n i m a l  b r e e d e r  a n d  t h e  r a n c h e r  ( c o w-
b o y  s e t t l e d  d o w n )  k i t  i s  t h e  a n i m a l
b r e e d e r  i s  f o c u s i n g  m o r e  o n  q u a l i t y
t h a n  q u a n t i t y  w h i l e  t h e  r a n c h e r  i s
t y p i c a l l y  p u r s u i n g  q u a n t i t y  o v e r  q u a l-
i t y .  A n i m a l  b r e e d e r s  r a i s i n g  a n i m a l
f o r  p e l t s  m a y  a l s o  d o  t h e i r  o w n  t a n-

n i n g .
R o l e p l a y i n g :  A n i m a l  b r e e d e r s

t e n d  t o  b e  m e t h o d i c a l  i n  t h e i r  b r e e d-
i n g  r e s e a r c h  a n d  r e c o r d  k e e p i n g .
T h e y  a r e  t y p i c a l l y  e n t h u s i a s t i c  a b o u t
t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n  a n d  c o n v e r s a n t  w i t h
t h e  l a t e s t  t h e o r i e s  a n d  r e s e a r c h  s u c h
a s  t h e  n a t u r a l  s e l e c t i o n  r e s e a r c h  o f
B r i t i s h  s c i e n t i s t ,  C h a r l e s  D a r w i n .
( N o t e  t h e  t e r m  g e n e t i c s  d o e s  n o t  y e t
ex i s t  i n  t he  1890s ,  f o r  a l t hough  i t  was
b a s e d  u p o n  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  A u s t r i a n
m o n k ,  G r e g o r  M e n d e l ,  p u b l i s h e d  i n
1 8 6 6 ;  i t  i s  n o t  r e d i s c o v e r e d  u n t i l
1 9 0 0 . )   T h e  b r e e d e r s  m i g h t  d i s c u s s
the  r e l a t i ve  v i r t ue s  o f  mass ,  ped ig ree ,
f a m i l y  o r  p r o g e n y  s e l e c t i o n  m e t h o d s
o f  b r e e d i n g  a n d  d e c i s i o n s  a b o u t  i n -
b r e e d i n g  a n d  o u t - b r e e d i n g .   M a n y
a n i m a l  b r e e d e r s  w i l l  s h o w  t h e i r  b e s t
a n i m a l s  i n  c o n t e s t s  f o r  p r i z e  m o n e y .
S u c h  c o n t e s t s  a l s o  s e r v e  a s  a n  a d v e r-
t i s i n g  v e n u e .   H o r s e  b r e e d e r s  m a y
r a c e  t h o r o u g h b r e d s  o r  q u a r t e r  h o r s e s .

Spec ia l  Benef i t s :  Animal  b reeders
h a v e  a n  e x t e n s i v e  k n o w l e d g e  a b o u t
c a r e ,  h a n d l i n g ,  a n d  a t t r i b u t e s  f o r  t h e
spec ies  in  which  they  spec ia l i ze .   They
c a n  d i s c e r n  t h e  g e n e r a l  h e a l t h  o f  t h e
a n i m a l  f r o m  i t s  a p p e a r a n c e  a n d  m a y
be  ab le  to  guess  the  iden t i ty  o f  l i ke ly
b r e e d e r s  i f  i n  t h e i r  p a r t  o f  t h e  w o r l d .
Breede r s  w i l l  be  ab l e  t o  con t ro l  and
usua l l y  ca lm  exc i t ed  an ima l s  o f  t he i r
se l ec t ed  spec i e s  i f  t hey  make  a  p ro f i-
c i e n c y  c h e c k  ( + 2  b o n u s ) .   T h e y  c a n
a lways  r ecogn ize  t he  t r acks ,  f u r ,  f ea th-
e r s ,  e t c .  o f  the  spec ies  they  ra i se .  

Spec ia l  H ind rances :  These  ind iv id-
u a l s  t e n d  t o  b e  v e r y  f o c u s e d  t o w a r d s
t h e i r  a n i m a l s  a n d  s u f f e r  a  p e n a l t y  o f  -
2  t o  c h a r i s m a  c h e c k s  i n  d e a l i n g  w i t h
t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  w h o  i s  n o t  p a r t i c u-
l a r l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h o s e  a n i m a l s .  T h e y
a l s o  s u f f e r  a  - 2  p e n a l t y  o n  a n y  k n o w l-
e d g e  c h e c k s  o n  t o p i c s  t h a t  d o  n o t
i n v o l v e  a n i m a l s .

A t h l e t e  
C l a s s :  T r a d e s m a n
Abi l i ty  Requ i remen t s : S t r  14 ,  Dex  14 ,
C o n  1 4
Pr ime  Requis i t e :  Dexte r i ty
Hi t  Die :  d6
A t t a c k  a s :  T r a d e s m a n
S a v e  a s :  T r a d e s m a n
A d v a n c e  a s :  T r a d e s m a n
Exc.  St rength?  No
Spell Ability? Yes
Exc.  Const i tut ion? Yes
S t a r t i n g  C a s h :  3 d 6
P r o f i c i e n c i e s :  W e a p o n  S l o t s : 3 ;
A d d i t i o n a l  S l o t :  4 ;  N o n p r o f i c i e n c y
P e n a l t y : - 3 ;  N o n w e a p o n  S l o t s :  6 ;
A d d i t i o n a l  S l o t :  3 .  A v a i l a b l e
C a t e g o r i e s :  G e n e r a l ,  M i l i t a r y ,  o r
W i l d e r n e s s .  B o n u s  P r o f i c i e n c y :
Ath le t i c s .  Recommended  Prof i c i enc ies :
E n d u r a n c e

D e s c r i p t i o n :  A t h l e t e s  r u n  t h e
gamut  o f  Goth ic  Ear th ' s  soc ia l  c lasses .

S o m e ,  l i k e  b a s e b a l l ' s  C h r i s t y
M a t h e w s o n  o r  H o n u s  W a g n e r ,  a r e  s i m-
p l e ,  u n a s s u m i n g  f o l k  a t  h e a r t .  O t h e r s ,
l ike  t enn i s ' s  Lo t t i e  Dod  o r  Joshua  P im,
a r e  m o r e  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  m e m b e r s  o f
t h e  u p p e r  c l a s s .  T h e  n a t u r e  o f  a  g i v e n
s p o r t  d i c t a t e s  t h e  d r e s s  a n d  m a n n e r-
i sms  o f  i t s  a th le tes .

Ro lep lay ing :  Ath le tes  a re  f i e rce
c o m p e t i t o r s .  T h e y  f e e l  a  c o n s t a n t
n e e d  t o  p u s h  t h e m s e l v e s  f a r t h e r  t h a n
e v e r  b e f o r e  e a c h  t i m e  t h e y  b e g i n  p l a y .
W h i l e  t h e r e  a r e  t h o s e  a l l o w  t h e i r  f a m e
( such  a s  i t  i s )  t o  go  t o  t he i r  head ,  mos t
p u r s u e  t h e i r  c h o s e n  c a r e e r  s i m p l y  o u t
o f  a  l ove  fo r  t he  game  they  p l ay .

Specia l  Benef i t s :  Jus t  as  d i f fe rent
s p o r t s  a t t r a c t  d i f f e r e n t  i n d i v i d u a l s  a s
a t h l e t e s  a n d  a p p e a l  t o  d i f f e r e n t  c l a s s-
e s  o f  s p e c t a t o r s ,  s o  t o o  d o  t h e y  i m p a r t
u p o n  t h e i r  p a r t i c i p a n t s '  u n i q u e  s k i l l s
a n d  t a l e n t s .  

B a s e b a l l I f  t h e  p l a y e r  i s  a  p i t c h-
e r ,  h e  r e c e i v e s  a  + 2
b o n u s  t o  h i s  A t t a c k  a n d
D a m a g e  r o l l s  w h e n
e m p l o y i n g  t h r o w n
w e a p o n s .  P l a y e r s  b e s t
k n o w n  f o r  ' t h e i r  b a t t i n g
g a i n  a  + 2  b o n u s  t o
A t t a c k  a n d  D a m a g e  r o l l s
w i t h  M e d i u m - s i z e d
b l u n t  w e a p o n s .

Socce r F e w  s p o r t s  a r e  a s
d e m a n d i n g  a s  t h i s  o n e .
A t h l e t e s  w h o  p l a y  s o c-
c e r  r e c e i v e  b o t h  t h e
E n d u r a n c e  a n d  R u n n i n g
s k i l l s  a s  f r e e  b o n u s
p r o f i c i e n c i e s .

T e n n i s Q u i c k  r e f l e x e s  a n d
a g i l i t y  d o m i n a t e  t h i s
s p o r t .  T o  r e f l e c t  t h i s ,
t e n n i s  p l a y e r s  a r e
r e q u i r e d  t o  h a v e  a
D e x t e r i t y  s c o r e  o f  a t
l e a s t  1 6 .

H o c k e y W h e t h e r  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l
game  o f  f i e ld  hockey  o r
i t s  r e c e n t l y  i n t r o d u c e d
w i n t e r  c o u s i n ,  t h i s  g a m e
d e m a n d s  m u c h  f r o m  i t s
p l a y e r s .  G o a l t e n d e r s  a r e
rugged  fo lk  who  ga in  a
+ 1  h i t  p o i n t  b o n u s  t o
e v e r y  H i t  D i e  t h e y  r o l l .
O t h e r  p l a y e r s  m u s t  b e
q u i c k  a n d  a g i l e ,  g i v i n g
t h e m  a  +  1  b o n u s  t o
I n i t i a t i v e  r o l l s

Spec ia l  Hindrances :  At  the  s t a r t  o f
each  game  s e s s ion ,  a l l  a t h l e t e s  mus t
make  an  Ath l e t i c s  p ro f i c i ency  check .
F a i l u r e  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  a t h l e t e  h a s
s o m e  m i n o r ,  n a g g i n g  i n j u r y  r e c e i v e d
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d u r i n g  a  r e c e n t  g a m e .  T h e  e x a c t
n a t u r e  o f  t h e  i n j u r y  i s  u p  t o  t h e  p l a y-
e r  ( sub j ec t  t o  t he  j udge ' s  app rova l . )  As
a  g e n e r a l  r u l e ,  a n  i n j u r e d  c h a r a c t e r
s u f f e r s  a  - 2  p e n a l t y  t o  a l l  s a v i n g
t h r o w s  m a d e  d u r i n g  t h e  g a m e .  I f  t h e
r o l l  w a s  a n  u n m o d i f i e d  2 0 ,  h o w e v e r ,
the  in ju ry  i s  more  seve re .  In  th i s  ca se ,
t he  pena l t y  i s  a  - 4 .

D a n d y
C l a s s :  T r a d e s m a n
Abi l i ty  Req. :  Cha 14
Pr ime Req. :  Dexter i ty
Hi t  Die :  d4
At tack  a s :  Adep t
S a v e  a s :  T r a d e s m a n
A d v a n c e  a s :  T r a d e s m a n
Exc St rength?  No
Spell  Abil i ty? No
Exc Cons t i tu t ion?  No
S t a r t i n g  C a s h :  6 d 6
P r o f i c i e n c i e s :  W e a p o n  S l o t s :  3 ;
A d d i t i o n a l  S l o t :  4  N o n p r o f i c i e n c y
P e n a l t y :  - 3 ;  N o n w e a p o n  S l o t s ;
6 ; A d d i t i o n a l  S l o t :  3 .  A v a i l a b l e
Ca tegor i e s : Genera l ,  P ro fes s iona l
o r  R o g u e  ( c h o o s e  o n e ) .  B o n u s
Pro f i c i ency :  E t ique t t e .  Recommended
Prof ic ienc ies :  Danc ing ,  Gaming

D e s c r i p t i o n :  T h e  u p p e r  c r u s t  o f
s o c i e t y  h a s  m o r e  t h a n  i t s  s h a r e  o f  p e o-
p l e  w h o  h a v e  n o  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h
eve ryday  l i f e  i n  t he  r ea l  wor ld .  These

p a m p e r e d  f o l k  h a v e  s p e n t  t h e i r  d a y s
i n  t h e  l a p  o f  l u x u r y ,  n e v e r  k n o w i n g
work ,  want ,  o r  suf fe r ing .  Al l  too  of ten ,
t h e y  a r e  l i t t l e  m o r e  t h a n  s p o i l e d  c h i l-
d r e n  w i t h  b o t t o m l e s s  b a n k  a c c o u n t s
a n d  u n e n d i n g  n a r c i s s i s t i c  d e s i r e s .

Rolep lay ing :  Charac te r s  o f  th i s  k i t
a r e  b e s t  p o r t r a y e d  a s  v a i n  a n d  p e r-
h a p s  f o p p i s h .  T h e y  w i l l  d e v o t e  t h e i r
e n e r g i e s  t o  e n j o y i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  a n d
e x p e r i e n c i n g  t h e  m a n y  p l e a s u r e s  t h a t
the  wor ld  has  to  o f fe r .  Se r ious  work ,
e spec i a l l y  o f  a  phys i ca l  na tu r e ,  shou ld
be  avo ided  a t  a l l  co s t s .  These  cha rac-
t e r s  m i g h t  b e  p o r t r a y e d  a s  h a r m l e s s
eccen t r i cs  pa ras i t i c  l eeches ,  o r  soc ia l ly
wor th l e s s  s l o th s .

S p e c i a l  B e n e f i t s :  T h e  d a n d y  i s
a s s u m e d  t o  c o m e  f r o m  a  w e a l t h y  f a m-
i l y ,  a n d  a s  s u c h ,  t o  d r a w  a  r e g u l a r
i n c o m e  f r o m  a  t r u s t  f u n d  o r  s i m i l a r
source .  See  sec t ion  on  wea l th  fo r  exac t
a m o u n t  o n  h a n d .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  D M
s h o u l d  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  t h e  d a n d y ' s
fami ly  i s  a lmos t  ce r t a in ly  we l l  con-
n e c t e d  a n d  r e s p e c t e d .  O n c e  p e r
m o n t h ,  t h e  d a n d y  c a n  u s e  t h i s  i n f l u-
e n c e  t o  a c q u i r e  s o m e  f a v o r  o r  e x e r t
some  in f luence  in  o f f i c i a l  ma t t e r s .  The
D M  s h o u l d  c a r e f u l l y  c o n s i d e r  t h e
r e q u e s t  a n d ,  i f  i t  s e e m s  r e a s o n a b l e
a l l o w  t h e  p l a y e r  t o  m a k e  a  C h a r i s m a
check .  A  success fu l  check  ind ica tes
t h a t  t h e  f a v o r  w i l l  b e  g r a n t e d .

Spec ia l  Hindrances :  Because  o f  the
p a m p e r e d  l i f e s t y l e  t h a t  t h e  d a n d y
leads ,  he  uses  4 - s ided  Hi t  Dice
i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  6 - s i d e d  d i c e  n o r-
m a l l y  a l l o w e d  t o  t r a d e s m a n  c h a r-
a c t e r s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  d a n d y  i s
n o t  a  s k i l l e d  c o m b a t a n t ,  a n d
t h e r e f o r e  a t t a c k s  a s  a n  a d e p t  .

D e t e c t i v e
C l a s s :  T r a d e s m a n
Abil i ty  Req. :   In t  14
Pr ime Req. :  Dexter i ty
Hi t  Die :  d6
A t t a c k  a s :  T r a d e s m a n
S a v e  a s :  T r a d e s m a n
A d v a n c e  a s :  T r a d e s m a n
Exc St rength?  No
Spell  Abil i ty? No
Exc Cons t i tu t ion?  No
S t a r t i n g  C a s h :  2 d 6
P r o f i c i e n c i e s :  W e a p o n  S l o t s : 3 ;
Addi t iona l  S lo t :  4 ;  Nonprof ic iency
Penal ty :  -3 ;  Nonweapon Slo ts :  6 ;
A d d i t i o n a l  S l o t :  3 .  A v a i l a b l e
Ca tegor ies :  Genera l ,  Educa t iona l
o r  R o g u e  ( p i c k  o n e ) .  B o n u s
P r o f i c i e n c y :  C r i m i n o l o g y .
R e c o m m e n d e d  P r o f i c i e n c i e s :
C h e m i s t r y ,  M a r k s m a n s h i p ,
Pugi l i sm,  Quick  Draw

Desc r ip t ion :  The  de tec t ive  k i t
r e p r e s e n t s  a l l  m a n n e r  o f  l a w
e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n t s ,  f r o m  t h e
c o n s t a b l e  s t r o l l i n g  t h e  f o g g y
b a n k s  o f  t h e  T h a m e s  t o  t h e  s h e r-
i f f  on  t he  dus ty  s t r ee t s  o f  Dodge

City.  This  ki t  serves  off ic ia l  pol ice  off i-
ce r s  a s  we l l  a s  the i r  unof f i c i a l  coun-
t e r p a r t s ,  l i k e  t h e  m u c h - r e n o w n e d
She r lock  Ho lmes .  I n  sho r t ,  any  pe r son
w h o s e  c e n t r a l  o c c u p a t i o n  i s  t r a c k i n g
c r imina l s  may  f a l l  i n to  t he  de t ec t i ve
k i t .

R o l e p l a y i n g :  T h e  a c t i o n s  o f  a
d e t e c t i v e  a r e  d i c t a t e d  b y  t h e  d e s i r e  t o
e n d  t h e  c a r e e r s  o f  c r i m i n a l s  a n d  l a w-
b r e a k e r s .  S o m e  d e t e c t i v e s  a r e  i n t e n s e
a n d  d e d i c a t e d ,  p e r h a p s  s e e k i n g
v e n g e a n c e  f o r  a  w r o n g  c o m m i t t e d  i n
t h e  p a s t .  O t h e r s  p u r s u e  c r i m i n a l s  a s
a n  i n t e l l e c t u a l  m a t t e r ,  m a t c h i n g  t h e i r
w i t s  aga ins t  t hose  o f  t he i r  enemies .
S t i l l  o t h e r s  m a i n t a i n  a  v i g i l a n t e
a p p r o a c h .

S p e c i a l  B e n e f i t s :  T h e  d e t e c t i v e
cha rac t e r  i s  i n t ima te ly  f ami l i a r  w i th
t h e  c r i m i n a l  m i n d  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  a u t o-
m a t i c a l l y  b e g i n s  t h e  g a m e  w i t h  t h e
Cr iminology sk i l l .

H e r o e s  b a s e d  o n  t h i s  k i t  a r e
assumed  to  have  c lose  t i e s  to  loca l  l aw
e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c i e s .  A s  s u c h ,  t h e y
wi l l  have  some leve l  o f  access  to  po l ice
f i l e s  and  s imi l a r  sou rces  o f  i n fo rma-
t i o n .  O n c e  p e r  m o n t h ,  t h e  p l a y e r  m a y
m a k e  a  C h a r i s m a  c h e c k  t o  o b t a i n
some  spec i a l  f avo r  f rom the  po l i ce .
The  DM may l imi t  the  spec i f i cs  o f  th i s
c o n t a c t .  T h e  D M  m a y  a l s o  r e q u i r e  t h e
d e t e c t i v e  t o  p a y  b a c k  s u c h  f a v o r s ,  p o s-
s i b l y  a t  i n o p p o r t u n e  t i m e s .

Spec ia l  Hindrances :  An a f f i l i a t ion
wi th  t he  po l i c e  c an  l im i t  a  cha r ac t e r ' s
ab i l i t y  t o  t ake  ac t i ons  t ha t  a r e  aga in s t
t h e  l a w ,  e v e n  i n  t h e  p u r s u i t  o f  g r e a t
ev i l .  To  re f lec t  th i s ,  a l l  de tec t ive  char-
ac t e r s  mus t  choose  a  l awfu l  a l i gn-
m e n t .

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a s  a  c h a r a c t e r ' s  f a m e
grows ,  he  i s  l i ke ly  to  become  known  to
the  c r imina l  e l emen t .  As  t ime  goes  by ,
h e  w i l l  g a i n  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  e n e m i e s ,
i n c l u d i n g  s o m e  o f  g r e a t  p o w e r .  T h u s ,
any  success fu l  de tec t ive  wi l l  have  a
p r i c e  o n  h i s  h e a d .

J o u r n a l i s t
C l a s s :  T r a d e s m a n
Abil i ty  Req. :  In t  12,  Wis  12
Pr ime Req. :  Dexter i ty
Hi t  Die :  d6
A t t a c k  a s :  T r a d e s m a n
S a v e  a s :  T r a d e s m a n
A d v a n c e  a s :  T r a d e s m a n
Exc St rength?  No
Spell  Abil i ty? No
Exc Cons t i tu t ion?  No
S t a r t i n g  C a s h : 4 d 6
P r o f i c i e n c i e s :  W e a p o n  S l o t s :
3 ; A d d i t i o n a l  S l o t : 3 ;  N o n p r o f i c i e n c y
P e n a l t y :  - 3 ;  N o n w e a p o n  S l o t s :  6 ;
A d d i t i o n a l  S l o t :  3 .  A v a i l a b l e
C a t e g o r i e s :  G e n e r a l ,  P r o f e s s i o n a l .
B o n u s  P r o f i c i e n c y :  J o u r n a l i s m .
R e c o m m e n d e d  P r o f i c i e n c i e s :
A c a d e m i c i a n ,  P h o t o g r a p h y

D e s c r i p t i o n :  T h e  p o p u l a r  p r e s s  i s
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a  r a p i d l y  b l o o m i n g  i n d u s t r y  i n  t h e
1890 ' s .  Eve ry  ma jo r  c i t y  has  a t  l e a s t
o n e  n e w s p a p e r ;  m o n t h l y  m a g a z i n e s
b r ing  s to r i e s  o f  g loba l  even t s  t o  an
e a g e r  p u b l i c ;  a n d  t h e  w o r k s  o f  p o p u-
l a r  n o v e l i s t s  a r e  p u r c h a s e d  a s  q u i c k l y
a s  t h e y  c a n  b e  p r i n t e d .  T h e  w o r l d ' s
a u t h o r s  w h e t h e r  t h e y  b e  n e w s p a p e r
r e p o r t e r s ,  f i c t i o n  w r i t e r s  o r  p o e t s ,
d o c u m e n t  a l l  t h a t  h a p p e n s  o n  G o t h i c
E a r t h .

Ro lep l ay ing :  Jou rna l i s t  cha rac t e r s
a r e  c o n s t a n t l y  o n  t h e  w a t c h  f o r  e v e n t s
t h a t  c a n  b e  d o c u m e n t e d  a n d  r e p o r t e d .
Mos t  r ecogn ize  the i r  p l ace  a s  h i s to r i-
a n s ,  r e c o r d i n g  e v e r y  i n c i d e n t  s o  t h a t
o t h e r s  c a n  v i c a r i o u s l y  e x p a n d  t h e i r
k n o w l e d g e  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e .  A  g o o d
j o u r n a l i s t  i s  d o g g e d  a n d  r e l e n t l e s s  i n
the  ques t  f o r  a  s t o ry .  A  jou rna l i s t
m i g h t  b e  m o t i v a t e d  b y  a  d e s i r e  f o r
p e r s o n a l  f a m e ,  t h e  n o b l e  b e l i e f  t h a t  h e
i s  se rv ing  h i s  f e l low man ,  o r  the  s im-
p l e  j oy  o f  r evea l i ng  t ha t  wh ich  o the r s
w o u l d  p r e f e r  t o  k e e p  s e c r e t .

Spec ia l  Bene f i t s :  The  jou rna l i s t
h a s  a  d i v e r s e  n e t w o r k  o f  c o n t a c t s  t h a t
c a n  s u p p l y  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  a  g r e a t
var ie ty  o f  top ics .  To  re f lec t  th i s ,  the
p l aye r  shou ld  s e l ec t  a  c i t y  t o  s e rve  a s
h o m e  b a s e  f o r  t h e  C h a r a c t e r
W h e n e v e r  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  c o n d u c t s
r e s e a r c h  i n  h i s  h o m e  b a s e ,  h e  r e c e i v e s
a  +2  bonus  t o  a l l  r e l a t ed  ab i l i t y  o r
p ro f i c i ency  checks .

Spec ia l  H ind rances :  The  jou rna l i s t
i s  sub j ec t  t o  t he  wh ims  and  de s i r e s  o f
h i s  emp loye r .  Even  a  f r ee l ance  wr i t e r
m u s t  h a v e  a  m a r k e t  i n  w h i c h  t o  s e l l
h i s  work  i f  he  i s  to  ea rn  a  l iv ing .  Af te r
a l l ,  t he  mos t  i n t e r e s t i ng  news  s to r i e s
w i l l  c o m e  o u t  o f  t h e  m o s t  d a n g e r o u s
p laces .  Newspapers  wi l l  buy  s to r i e s
a b o u t  b r e a k i n g  n e w s ,  m o s t  p u b l i s h e r s
w i l l  n o t  a c c e p t  i n c o m p l e t e  s t o r i e s .
J o u r n a l i s t s  a r e  e x p e c t e d  t o  l e a r n  e v e r y
de ta i l  o f  a  s to ry .

P a r s o n
C l a s s :  T r a d e s m a n
Abil i ty  Req. :  Wis  12,  Cha  12
Pr ime  Req . :  Char i sma
Hi t  Die :  d6
At tack  a s :  Adep t
S a v e  a s :  T r a d e s m a n
A d v a n c e  a s :  T r a d e s m a n
Exc St rength?  No
Spell  Abil i ty? No
Exc Cons t i tu t ion?  No
Sta r t ing  Cash : 2 d 6
P r o f i c i e n c i e s  W e a p o n  S l o t s :  2 ;
A d d i t i o n a l  S l o t :  4 ;  N o n p r o f i c i e n c y
P e n a l t y :  - 5 ;  N o n w e a p o n  S l o t s :  6 ;
A d d i t i o n a l  S l o t :  3 .  A v a i l a b l e
Categor ies :  Genera l ,  P rofess iona l  o r
E d u c a t i o n a l  ( p i c k  o n e ) .  B o n u s
Prof i c i ency :  Re l ig ion .  Recommended
Prof ic iency:
H i s t o r y

Desc r ip t ion :  i n  th i s  con tex t ,  t he
t e r m  p a r s o n  i s  u s e d  t o  r e f e r  t o  a n y

d e v o u t l y  r e l i g i o u s  m a n  o r  w o m a n .
W h e t h e r  s u c h  a  c h a r a c t e r  i s  a
C h r i s t i a n  o r  J e w ,  a  M o s l e m  o r
B u d d h i s t  h i s  d e v o t i o n  t o  t h e  c h u r c h  i s
u n s h a k a b l e .  W h i l e  s u c h  c h a r a c t e r s
l ack  the  spe l l cas t ing  ab i l i ty  a s soc ia t ed
wi th  the  AD&D game ' s  p r ies t  c lass ,
t h e y  c a n  d o  m u c h  t o  r a i s e  t h e  m o r a l e
o f  a n y  a d v e n t u r i n g  p a r t y .  P a r s o n s  a r e
a m o n g  t h e  g r e a t e s t  e n e m i e s  o f  t h e  R e d
D e a t h s  f o r  t h e y  f e e l  a  d e e p  c o m p u l-
s i o n  t o  r i d  t h e  w o r l d  o f  i t s  d a r k  a n d
s in i s t e r  agen t s .

Ro lep l ay ing :  Pa r sons  r ange  f rom
s o f t  s p o k e n ,  f a t h e r l y  g e n t l e m e n  t o
a d a m a n t  b e l i e v e r s  g r i p p e d  w i t h  a  m i s-
s i ona ry  f e rvo r .  I n  any  ca se ,  t hey  a r e
a s s u m e d  t o  b e  k n o w l e d g e a b l e  a b o u t
t h e i r  f a i t h  a n d  t h e  t e a c h i n g s  o f  t h e i r
c h u r c h .  T h e  p a r s o n  i s  j u s t  a s  q u i c k  t o
p r a y  f o r  d i v i n e  f a v o r  b e f o r e  u n d e r t a k-
ing  a  haza rdous  t a sk  a s  he  i s  t o  o f f e r
t hanks  fo r  i t s  succes s fu l  comple t i on .

Spec ia l  Benef i t s :  Whi le  parsons  on
Goth ic  Ear th  l ack  the  spe l l cas t ing  ab i l-
i t y  o f  t h e i r  c o u n t e r p a r t s  i n  o t h e r  g a m e
w o r l d s ,  t h e i r  f a i t h  d o e s  n o t  g o  u n r e-
w a r d e d .  T h e  p a r s o n ' s  d e v o t i o n  g i v e s
h im the  wi l lpower  to  r e s i s t  spe l l s  such
a s  c h a r m  p e r s o n  a n d  o t h e r  s p e l l s  t h a t
a t t a ck  t he  mind .  Because  o f  t h i s ,  t he
c h a r a c t e r ' s  M a g i c a l  D e f e n s e
A d j u s t m e n t  ( a s  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  h i s
W i s d o m  s c o r e )  g a i n s  a  + 2  b o n u s .  T h u s
a  p a r s o n  w i t h  a  W i s d o m  s c o r e  o f  1 6
g a i n s  a  + 4  b o n u s  a g a i n s t  m i n d - a f f e c t-
ing  spe l l s .

Spec i a l  H ind rances :  These  cha rac-
t e r s  d e v o t e  m u c h  o f  t h e i r  t i m e  a n d
e n e r g y  t o  t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e i r  f a i t h  a n d
i n  s i l e n t  p r a y e r .  F u r t h e r ,  t h e y  a r e
p e a c e m a k e r s  w h o  w i l l  d o  e v e r y t h i n g
in  the i r  power  to  avo id  v io l ence .  As
s u c h ,  p a r s o n s  m a k e  a t t a c k s  a s  a d e p t

c h a r a c t e r s  a n d  a r e  a l l o w e d  a  l i m i t e d
n u m b e r  o f  w e a p o n  p r o f i c i e n c y  s l o t s .

P h y s i c i a n
C l a s s :  T r a d e s m a n
Abi l i ty  Req. :  Dex 14, In t  14
Pr ime Req. :  Dexter i ty
Hi t  Die :  d6
A t t a c k  a s :  T r a d e s m a n
S a v e  a s :  T r a d e s m a n
A d v a n c e  a s :  T r a d e s m a n
Exc St rength?  No
Spell  Abil i ty? No
Exc Cons t i tu t ion?  No
S t a r t i n g  C a s h :  4 d 6
P r o f i c i e n c i e s :  W e a p o n  S l o t s :  3 ;
A d d i t i o n a l  S l o t :  4  N o n p r o f i c i e n c y
P e n a l t y :  - 3  N o n w e a p o n  S l o t s :  6 ;
A d d i t i o n a l  S l o t :  3 .  A v a i l a b l e
C a t e g o r i e s :  G e n e r a l ,  E d u c a t i o n a l .
B o n u s  P r o f i c i e n c y :  M e d i c i n e .
R e c o m m e n d e d  P r o f i c i e n c i e s :
Chemis t ry ,  Biology,  Zoology,  Botany

Desc r ip t ion :  Hea le r s  have  a  long
a n d  n o t o r i o u s  h i s t o r y  i n  t h e  w o r l d .
W o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  m o s t  c u r r e n t  s c i e n-
t i f i c  m e t h o d s  a n d  t h e  h i g h e s t  o f
i dea l s ,  hea l e r s  s eek  t o  b r i ng  comfo r t
a n d  h e a l t h  t o  t h e  s u f f e r i n g  a n d  d y i n g .
In  a  gene ra l  s ense ,  t he  phys i c i an  i s  a
s p o k e s m a n  f o r  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  r e v o l u-
t i on  o f  t he  l a t e  19 th  cen tu ry .  He  i s  a
f a m i l i a r  f i g u r e ,  t r u s t e d  a n d  b e l o v e d ,
w h o  m u s t  d o  h i s  b e s t  t o  r e m a i n  i n
t o u c h  w i t h  t h e  l a t e s t  n e w s  f r o m  t h e
m e d i c a l  c o m m u n i t y .

Ro lep lay ing :  Mos t  phys i c i ans  have
s w o r n  a n  o a t h  t o  e a s e  t h e  p a i n s  o f
m a n  a t  e v e r y  o p p o r t u n i t y ,  a n d  f u r-
t h e r ,  t o  c a u s e  n o  h a r m  t o  a  p a t i e n t .
P l a y e r s  o f  p h y s i c i a n  c h a r a c t e r s  s h o u l d
k e e p  t h i s  i n  m i n d  a s  t h e  c h a r a c t e r ' s
cons t an t  mo t iva t ion .  Th i s  i s  e spec ia l ly
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i m p o r t a n t  i n  c o m b a t .  T h e  p h y s i c i a n  i s
a  hea le r ,  no t  a  k i l l e r ,  and  wi l l  be  r e luc-
t a n t  t o  u s e  f o r c e  w h e r e  c l e v e r n e s s  a n d
logic  wi l l  suff ice .  He wil l  not  hes i ta te
t o  t ake  measu re s  t o  p ro t ec t  h i s  a l l i e s
f r o m  h a r m ,  a n d  w i l l  t e n d  t h e  w o u n d-
e d  ( e v e n  i n j u r e d  e n e m i e s — o f  a  n o n -
s u p e r n a t u r a l  n a t u r e ,  a t  l e a s t )  a s  s o o n
a s  g u n p l a y  i s  o v e r .

Specia l  Benef i t s :  The  spec i f ic  ben-
e f i t s  o f  hea l i ng  unde r  t he  ca r e  o f  a
h e r o  w i t h  t h e  M e d i c i n e  p r o f i c i e n c y
a r e  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  p r o f i c i e n c y  s e c-
t i on .  In  add i t i on ,  t he re  i s  t he  cos t  i n
supp l i e s .  The  gene ra l  cos t  o f  med ica l
s u p p l i e s  f o r  a n  i n j u r e d  p e r s o n  i s  $ 1
p e r  p o i n t  o f  d a m a g e  h e a l e d .  I f  t h e
h e r o  i s  i n  a n  u r b a n  e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d
p l a c e  i n  a  h o s p i t a l  o r  o t h e r  m e d i c a l
f ac i l i t y  t he  cos t  i s  $10  pe r  po in t  o f
d a m a g e  h e a l e d .  A l s o ,  p h y s i c i a n  c h a r-
a c t e r s  m a y  w r i t e  p r e s c r i p t i o n s .  T h e y
g e n e r a l l y  h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  m e d i c i n e s
a n d  c h e m i c a l s  n o t  n o r m a l l y  a v a i l a b l e
t o  a d v e n t u r i n g  p a r t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t y p e
O  a n d  P  p o i s o n s .  T h e  D M  d e t e r m i n e s
w h i c h  c h e m i c a l s  m a y  o r  m a y  n o t  b e
ava i l ab l e .

Spec i a l  H ind rances :  The  phys i c i an
c h a r a c t e r  o p e r a t e s  u n d e r  a  s t r i c t  c o d e
o f  conduc t .  He  mus t  g ive  a id  t o  a l l  t ha t
need  i t ,  r ega rd le s s  o f  pe r sona l  r i sk .  A
p h y s i c i a n  w h o  i g n o r e s  t h i s  d u t y  m a y
b e  i n v e s t i g a t e d  b y  a  g o v e r n i n g  m e d-
i c a l  b o d y  a n d  s t r i p p e d  o f  t h e  l i c e n s e
t o  p r a c t i c e  m e d i c i n e .  S u c h  c h a r a c t e r s
lo se  a l l  a cces s  t o  p re sc r ip t i on  med i-
c i n e s ,  a n d  a r e  u n a b l e  t o  p l a c e  p a t i e n t s
in  hosp i ta l s  o r  s imi la r  fac i l i t i es .

L a b o r e r
C l a s s :  T r a d e s m a n
Abi l i ty  Reqs . :  S t r  12 ,Con 12
Pr ime Req. :   Dexter i ty
Hi t  Die :  d6
A t t a c k  a s :  T r a d e s m a n
S a v e  a s :  T r a d e s m a n
A d v a n c e  a s :  T r a d e s m a n
Exc St rength?  No
Spell  Abil i ty? No
Exc Const i tut ion? Yes
S t a r t i n g  C a s h :  3 d 6
P r o f i c i e n c i e s :  W e a p o n  S l o t s :  3
Addi t iona l  S lo t :  4  ;  Nonprof ic iency
P e n a l t y : - 3  N o n w e a p o n  S l o t s :  6
A d d i t i o n a l  S l o t :  3 .  A v a i l a b l e
C a t e g o r i e s :  G e n e r a l ,  P r o f e s s i o n a l .
B o n u s  P r o f i c i e n c y :  E n d u r a n c e ;
R e c o m m e n d e d  P r o f i c i e n c y :  N o n e .

Desc r ip t i on :  The  l abo re r  i s  t he
c o m m o n  i n d i v i d u a l  o f  t h e  w o r l d .
W h e t h e r  h e  w o r k s  t h e  l a n d  a s  a
f a r m e r ,  h a m m e r s  i r o n  i n t o  h o r s e-
s h o e s ,  o r  l a y s  t h e  b r i c k s  t h a t  b u i l d
c i t i es ,  he  i s  s t rong  of  wi l l  and  body .  A
d e t e r m i n e d  w o r k e r ,  h e  i s  p r o u d  o f  h i s
c r a f t  and  s t r i ve s  t o  s ee  t ha t  h i s  e f fo r t s
a r e  u n e q u a l e d .

Rolep lay ing :  The  res t  o f  soc ie ty
o f t en  ove r looks  t he  l abo re r .  Fa r  t oo
o f t e n ,  h i s  h u m b l e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  g o

u n r e c o g n i z e d ,  d e s p i t e  t h e i r  i m p o r-
t a n c e  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  a n d  g r o w t h  o f
any  c i ty  o r  v i l l age .  The  same  i s  o f t en
t r u e  i n  a n  a d v e n t u r i n g  p a r t y .  F o r  t h e
g o o d - h e a r t e d ,  h a r d - w o r k i n g  l a b o r e r ,
h o w e v e r ,  t h e  l a c k  o f  a t t e n t i o n  m e a n s
l i t t l e .  His  reward  i s  the  t es t  o f  h i s  met-
t l e  aga in s t  a  t a sk  and  t he  ab i l i t y  t o
comple te  i t .  No  sa t i s fac t ion  i s  g rea te r
t h a n  t h e  s e n s e  o f  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t .

Spec ia l  Benef i t s :  The  grea t  s tami-
n a  a n d  d e d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  l a b o r e r  e n t i-
t l e  h i m  t o  b o n u s  h i t  p o i n t s  b a s e d  o n
C o n s t i t u t i o n  a c c o r d i n g  t o  r u l e s  f o r  t h e
s o l d i e r  c l a s s  ( u p  t o  + 4  b o n u s ) .
L a b o r e r s  a r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  a  + 2  b o n u s  o n
a l l  s a v i n g  t h r o w s  b a s e d  o n  p h y s i c a l
s tamina .  Th is  app l ies  to  a l l  saves  vs .
p a r a l y z a t i o n ,  p o i s o n ,  o r  d e a t h  m a g i c ,
a n d  t h o s e  v s .  p e t r i f i c a t i o n  a n d  p o l y-
m o r p h .

Spec i a l  H ind rances :  The  l abo re r
d o e s  n o t  e n j o y  t h e  s a m e  e d u c a t i o n a l
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a s  m a n y  o t h e r  c h a r a c-
t e r s .  As  such ,  he  i s  p roh ib i t ed  f rom
s e l e c t i n g  p r o f i c i e n c i e s  i n  t h e
Educa t iona l  o r  Arcane  ca t egor i e s .  Th i s
app l i e s  t o  bo th  t he  i n i t i a l  c r ea t i on  o f
t h e  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f
a d d i t i o n a l  p r o f i c i e n c y  s l o t s  a s  h e  p r o-
gresses  in  leve ls .

S c h o l a r
C l a s s :  T r a d e s m a n
Abi l i ty  Req. :  In t  14
Pr ime Req. :  In te l l igence
Hi t  Die :  d4
A t t a c k  a s :  T r a d e s m a n
S a v e  a s :  T r a d e s m a n
A d v a n c e  a s :  T r a d e s m a n
Exc Strength? No; Spell  Abil i ty? No
Exc Cons t i tu t ion?  No
Sta r t ing  Cash : 3 d 6
P r o f i c i e n c i e s :  W e a p o n  S l o t s :  3 ;
A d d i t i o n a l  S l o t :  4 ;  N o n p r o f i c i e n c y
P e n a l t y :  - 3 ;  N o n w e a p o n  S l o t s :  6 ;
A d d i t i o n a l  S l o t :  3 .  A v a i l a b l e
C a t e g o r i e s :  G e n e r a l ,  E d u c a t i o n a l .
B o n u s  P r o f i c i e n c y :  A c a d e m i c i a n .
Recommended  Pro f i c i enc ie s :  H i s to ry ,
M o d e r n  L a n g u a g e

Desc r ip t ion :  The  scho la r  i s  an  aca-
d e m i c  w h o  h a s  d e v o t e d  h i s  l i f e  t o  t h e
p u r s u i t  o f  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  e d u c a t i o n .
A s  a  r u l e ,  s u c h  c h a r a c t e r s  a r e  a l m o s t
a lways  a f f i l i a ted  wi th  a  co l lege ,  muse-
u m ,  o r  s i m i l a r  i n s t i t u t i o n  d e v o t e d  t o
r e s e a r c h  a n d  l e a r n i n g .

Ro lep lay ing :  Scho la r s  t end  to  be
b o o k i s h  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  p r e f e r  t h e
c o m f o r t s  o f  t h e  l a b  a n d  l i b r a r y  t o  t h e
r igo r s  o f  f i e ld  r e sea rch .  O the r  bo ld
s o u l s  m a y  b e  s u i t e d  t o  g o  i n t o  t h e
w o r l d  a n d  d i s c o v e r  t h i n g s ;  t h e  s c h o l a r
p r e f e r s  t o  r e m a i n  i n  h i s  s t u d y  t o  c a t a-
l o g  a n d  a n a l y z e  t h e  f i n d i n g s  w h e n
t h e y  r e t u r n .  O f  c o u r s e ,  f r o m  t i m e  t o
t ime ,  even  t he se  fo lk  a r e  fo r ced  t o
l e a v e  t h e i r  c o m f o r t s  b e h i n d  t o  e x a m-
i n e  s o m e t h i n g  f i r s t h a n d .

S p e c i a l  B e n e f i t s :  S c h o l a r s  a r e

s k i l l e d  r e s e a r c h e r s  a n d  a r e  e x p e r t s  i n
the  u se  o f  l i b r a r i e s ,  a r ch ives ,  and  h i s-
t o r i c a l  r e c o r d s .  T h e y  c a n  q u i c k l y
a s s e m b l e  c o h e r e n t  l i s t s  o f  r e l a t i v e
i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  a  l a r g e  a n d  s e e m-
i n g l y  c h a o t i c  a s s o r t m e n t  o f  r e p o r t s ,
a ccoun t s ,  and  pape r s .  Because  o f  t h i s ,
a  scho la r  who  has  access  to  a  we l l -
s tocked  l i b r a ry  o r  s imi l a r  poo l  o f  r e f-
e r e n c e  m a t e r i a l  g a i n s  a  + 4  b o n u s  o n
a n y  p r o f i c i e n c y  c h e c k s  t h a t  m i g h t
bene f i t  f r om i t s  u se .  The  DM mus t
m a k e  t h e  f i n a l  d e c i s i o n  t o  w h e t h e r  t h e
r e f e r e n c e  w o r k s  a v a i l a b l e  a r e  a p p r o-
p r i a t e  t o  t h e  t a s k  a t  h a n d .

Spec i a l  H ind rances :  The  scho la r
t ends  t o  be  focused  a lmos t  exc lu s ive ly
o n  m e n t a l  p u r s u i t s .  A s  s u c h .  t h e s e
c h a r a c t e r s  a r e  n o t  a s  r o b u s t  a s  o t h e r
t r a d e s m e n  a r e .  T h i s  i s  r e f l e c t e d  b y
the i r  u se  o f  4 - s ided  Hi t  C) i ce  ( a s
o p p o s e d  t o  t h e  6 - s i d e d  H i t  D i c e  u s e d
b y  o t h e r  t r a d e s m e n )

P o l i t i c i a n  
C l a s s :  T r a d e s m a n
Abi l i ty  Req. :   Cha 14
Pr ime  Req . :   Char i sma
Hi t  Dice :  d6
A t t a c k  a s :  T r a d e s m a n
A d v a n c e  a s :  T r a d e s m a n
Exc.  St rength:   No
Spell  Abil i ty:  No
Exc.  Const i tu t ion:  No
S ta r t i ng  Cash :   5d6
P r o f i c i e n c i e s :  W e a p o n  S l o t s :  2 ;
A d d i t i o n a l  S l o t :  4 ;  N o n p r o f i c i e n c y
P e n a l t y :  - 3 ;  N o n w e a p o n  S l o t s :  6 ;
A d d i t i o n a l  S l o t :  3 .  A v a i l a b l e
C a t e g o r i e s :   G e n e r a l ,  E d u c a t i o n a l .
Bonus  Prof ic iencies :   Et iquet te ,  Savoir -
f a i r e .  R e c o m m e n d e d  P r o f i c i e n c i e s :
Hi s to ry ,   Modern  Languages ,  one  o f
the  Educa t i ona l  p ro f i c i enc i e s

D e s c r i p t i o n :   D u r i n g  t h e  1 8 9 0 s ,
p o l i t i c i a n s  i n c r e a s i n g  c o m e  f r o m  t h e
p r o f e s s i o n a l  c l a s s  r a t h e r  t h a n  u p p e r
c lass  o f  soc ie ty .   Many  po l i t i c ians  a re
" s e l f - m a d e "  m e n  w h o  h a d  a  f i r s t
ca ree r  a s  phys i c i an ,  l awyer ,  s cho la r ,
s o l d i e r ,  d i p l o m a t ,  b a n k e r ,  p u b l i s h e r ,
o r  p a r s o n .   A l s o ,  d u r i n g  t h e  1 8 9 0 s ,  t h e
cons ide ra t ion  o f  po l i t i c s  a s  a  " sc ience"
was  jus t  coming  in to  vogue .   Whi l e  in
some par t s  o f  the  wor ld ,  po l i t i c s  i s  s t i l l
s een  as  a  pub l i c  se rv ice  o f  h igh  ca l l-
ing ;  in  the  Uni t ed  S ta t e s ,  t he  image  o f
the  po l i t i c i an  i s  su f f e r ing  f rom va r ious
pub l i c  s canda l s .  Rega rd le s s  o f  p r iva t e
op in ions ,  po l i t i c i ans  a r e  u sua l l y  t r e a t-
e d  a s  h o n o r e d  l e a d e r s  a n d  b e c o m e  t h e
cen te r  o f  a t t en t ion .   Al l  po l i t i c i ans
h a v e  h i g h  p e o p l e  s k i l l s  ( c h a r i s m a )  a n d
are  ex t rover t s .  Some po l i t i c i ans  wi l l  be
w e l l - r e a d  o n  p o l i t i c a l  t h e o r y  a r o u n d
t h e  w o r l d  a n d  a b l e  t o  d i s c u s s  v a r i o u s
p r o p o n e n t s  a n d   p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m s  o f
t h e  d a y  ( K a r l  M a r x  a n d  F r i e d r i c h
Engels  -  communism;   soc ia l i sm -  Kar l
K a u t s k y ,  R o s a  L u x e m b u r g ,  a n d  E d u a r d
Berns t e in ;   popu l i sm -  The  Grange
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m o v e m e n t ;   c o n s e r v a t i s m  -  E d m u n d
B u r k e ;  a n a r c h i s m  -  P i e r r e  J o s e p h
P r o u d h o n ;  a b s o l u t i s m ;  d e m o c r a c y ;
a n d  s o  f o r t h ) .

Ro lep l ay ing :   A  po l i t i c i an  w i l l
e n j o y  b e i n g  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  a t t e n t i o n
( u n l e s s  i t  i s  u n f a v o r a b l e )  a n d  p l a y  u p
to  t he  c rowds .   Some  po l i t i c i ans  may
h a v e  a  s e r i o u s  d e m e a n o r  a n d  w i l l  s t i c k
to  log ic  wh i l e  o the r s  go  fo r  emot ions .
The  ro le  o f  po l i t i c i an  i s  a  cen te r  o f
p o w e r  a n d  s t a t u s  s y m b o l  i n  a  s o c i e t y
( a l t h o u g h  m e a n i n g l e s s  i n  t h e  w i l d e r-
n e s s  o r  w h e r e  n o  l a w  h o l d s ) .   T h e
pol i t i c ian  wi l l  t end  to  ca l l  fo r  l aw
e n f o r c e m e n t  o v e r  p h y s i c a l l y  d e f e n d-
ing  h imse l f .

Spec ia l  Bene f i t s :  The  po l i t i c i an
t e n d s  t o  g e t  g o o d  r e c e p t i o n  f r o m  b o t h
g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  b u s i n e s s  l e a d e r s h i p
i n  a n y  c o m m u n i t y ,  a s s u m i n g  h e  c a n
c o m m u n i c a t e  w i t h  t h e m .  T r e a t  a s  a  + 2
reac t ion .   He  wi l l  be  more  l ike ly  to
o b t a i n  f a v o r s  a n d  e x e r t  i n f l u e n c e
wi th in  t he se  o f f i c i a l s  and  bus ines s-
m e n .  ( J u d g e s  a r e  n o t  i n c l u d e d  u n l e s s
t h e  p o l i t i c i a n  i s  a b l e  t o  a p p o i n t
j u d g e s . )

S p e c i a l  H i n d r a n c e s :  P o l i t i c i a n s
m u s t  b e  c a r e f u l  n o t  t o  e v e r  d a m a g e
the i r  image  in  pub l i c .   I f  t hey  b r ing
d i s g r a c e  u p o n  t h e i r  o f f i c e ,  t h e i r  r e p u-
t a t i on  w i l l  c ause  a  -4  r eac t i on  f rom the
p u b l i c  a n d  n o  f a v o r s  w i l l  b e  o b t a i n e d
f rom of f i c i a l s  o r  bus iness  l eaders .  

T h e s p i a n  
C l a s s :  T r a d e s m a n
Abi l i ty  Requ i remen t s :  C h a :  1 4
Pr ime  Requ i s i t e :  Cha r i sma
Hit  Die :  d 6
A t t a c k  a s :  T r a d e s m a n
S a v e  a s :  T r a d e s m a n
A d v a n c e  a s :  T r a d e s m a n
Exc.  St rength?  No
Spell  Abil i ty? No
Exc.  Const i t t i t ion? No
Sta r t ing  Cash :  l d6
P r o f i c i e n c i e s :  W e a p o n  S l o t s :  3 ;
A d d i t i o n a l  S l o t :  4  N o n p r o f i c i e n c y
P e n a l t y  – 3  N o n w e a p o n  S l o t s  6
Addi t iona l  S lo t  3 .  Avai lab le  Categor ies
Genera l .  Bonus  Prof ic iency :  Thesp ian .
Recommended  Pro f i c i enc ies :  S ing ing ,
D a n c i n g ,  D i s g u i s e ,  P e r f e c t  m e m o r y
a u d i t o r y  

Desc r ip t ion :  An  ac to r  l i ves  and
d i e s  b y  h i s  r e v i e w s  a n d  h i s  p o p u l a r i t y .
T h o s e  w h o  a r e  w e l l  k n o w n  g e t  t o p
b i l l i ng ,  h ighe r  pay ,  and  be t t e r  r o l e s .
Because  of  th i s ,  l ess  wel l  known ac tors
t e n d  t o  b e  f l a m b o y a n t  p e o p l e .  T h e y
o f t e n  d r e s s  v e r y  c o n s p i c u o u s l y  a n d
a c t  i n  a  p o m p o u s  o r  o t h e r w i s e  s i n g u-
l a r  f a s h i o n ,  O n c e  a n  a c t o r  a t t a i n s  f a m e
a n d  f o r - t u n e ,  h e  w i l l  o f t e n  a s s u m e
m o r e  e l e g a n t  t r a p p i n g s .  R o l e - p l a y i n g
m a n y  o f  G o t h i c  E a r t h ' s  l e a s t  t a l e n t e d
t h e s p i a n s  s k i l l  g l a d l y  s p e n d  h o u r s
t e l l i ng  anyone  who  wi l l  l i s t en  jus t  how
f a m o u s  t h e y  a r e  d e s t i n e d  t o  b e c o m e .

An  even ing  w i th  someone  l i ke  t h i s
t ends  t o  be  on ly  s l i gh t l y  l e s s  annoy ing
t h a n  a n  u n a n e s t h e t i z e d  s u r g i c a l  p r o-
c e d u r e .

A t  t h e  o t h e r  e n d  o f  t h e  s p e c t r u m ,
o n e  w i l l  e n c o u n t e r  g r e a t  a c t o r s  w h o
a r e  q u i t e  h a p p y  t o  u n f u r l  a  l i s t  o f
t h e i r  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s .  W h i l e  t h e r e
c a n  b e  n o  d o u b t  a s  t o  t h e  t a l e n t  o f
t h e s e  p e o p l e ,  s o m e  d o  t e n d  t o  b e  f u l l
o f  t hemse lves .  F ina l ly ,  somewhere  in
t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  t w o ,  o n e  w i l l  r u n
a c r o s s  t a l e n t e d  t h e a t e r  f o l k  w h o  a r e  i n
t h e  m i d s t  o f  b u i l d i n g  t h e i r  c a r e e r s  a n d
r e p u t a t i o n s .  

Spec ia l  Benef i t s :  The  ab i l i ty  to
a s s u m e  r o l e s  a n d  i m p e r s o n a t e  o t h e r s
i s  p a r t  a n d  p a r c e l  o f  t h e  T h e s p i a n ' s
c a r e e r .  T h e  t r a i n i n g  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e
t h a t  t h e s e  p e o p l e  h a v e  h a d  i n  t h e i r
l i v e s  a l l o w s  t h e m  u s e  a  n u m b e r  o f  p r o-
f i c i e n c i e s  w i t h  b e t t e r  t h a n  a v e r a g e
a b i l i t y .  W h e n e v e r  a  T h e s p i a n  m u s t
m a k e  a  P r o f i c i e n c y  C h e c k  o n  h i s
D a n c i n g ,  S i n g i n g ,  D i s g u i s e ,  o r
Ven t r i l oqu i sm checks ,  he  r ece ives  a
+ 2  b o n u s .  T h i s  b o n u s  a l s o  m i g h t  a p p l y
t o  v a r i o u s  S p e c i a l  I n t e r e s t  s k i l l s
(Ora t i on ,  f o r  example ) ,  a t  t he  d i s c r e-
t i o n  o f  t h e  D u n g e o n  M a s t e r .

Spec ia l  H indrances :  Ac to r s  have  a
n a t u r a l  f l a i r  f o r  t h e  d r a m a t i c  t h a t ,
a l t hough  e s sen t i a l  t o  t he i r  succe s s  i n
t h e  t h e a t e r ,  c a n n o t  h e l p  b u t  s p i l l  o v e r
in to  the  o the r  a spec t s  o f  t he i r  l i ve s .  In
g a m e  t e r m s ,  t h i s  r e s u l t s  i n  a  n a t u r a l  -
I  i n i t i a t i ve  pena l ty  t ha t  i s  app l i ed
w h e n e v e r  s u c h  a  r o l l  i s  m a d e .  T h e
t i m e  l o s t  b y  t h i s  h a n d i c a p  i s  a s s u m e d
to  be  f i l l ed  w i th  ban t e r ,  pos tu r ing ,
a n d  s i m i l a r  d r a m a t i c  e l e m e n t s .

C r i m i n a l  K i t  
C l a s s :  T r a d e s m a n
Abi l i ty  Requis i te :  Dex 12
Pr ime  Requis i t e :  Dexte r i ty
Hi t  Die :  d6
A t t a c k  a s :  T r a d e s m a n
S a v e  a s :  T r a d e s m a n
A d v a n c e  a s :  T r a d e s m a n
Exc.  St rength:  No 
Spell  Abil i ty:  No
Exc.  Const i tu t ion:  No 
S t a r t i n g  C a s h :  3 d 6
P r o f i c i e n c i e s :  W e a p o n  S l o t s :  3
A d d i t i o n a l  S l o t :  4 ;  N o n p r o f i c i e n c y
P e n :  - 3 ;  N o n w e a p o n  S l o t s :  6 ;
A d d i t i o n a l  S l o t :  3 .  A v a i l a b l e
C a t e g o r i e s :  G e n e r a l ,  R o g u e .  B o n u s
Prof ic iency :  choose  one  o f  the  fo l low-
ing :  Fo rge ry  (Coun te r f e i t e r )  o r  Open
Locks (Burglar)  or  Pick Pockets  (Pick-
P o c k e t )  o r  A p p r a i s i n g  ( F e n c e )  o r
S a v o i r - f a i r   ( C o n  m a n ) .  R e c o m m e n d e d
Prof ic iencies :  Apprais ing ,  Savoir - fa i re ,
P ick  Locks ,  F ind /Remove  Traps

Desc r ip t i on :   The  c r imina l  k i t  r ep-
r e s e n t s  a l l  m a n n e r  o f  p e o p l e  w h o
make  the i r  l i v ing  th rough  i l l ega l  ac t iv-
i t i e s ,  f rom the  low- l i f e  mugger  sku lk-
ing  in  the  dark  a l l eys  o f  New York

Ci ty ,  t o  t he  h igh - l i f e /h igh - soc i e ty  p ro-
fess ional  jewel  th ief  of  Par is .   This  k i t
c a n  s e r v e  a n y  p e r s o n  w h o  l i v e s  o u t-
s ide  the  l aw ,  mak ing  the i r  l i v ing  by
us ing  the i r  sk i l l s  to  p rof i t  o f f  o f  the i r
fe l low man .   Th i s  k i t  i s  the  an t i thes i s
o f  t he  de t ec t ive  k i t .

Ro lep lay ing :   Some  c r imina l s  a re
d r i v e n  t o  t h e i r  c r i m e s  b y  t h e  d e s i r e
fo r  wea l th ;  o the r s  do  i t  j u s t  f o r  t he
t h r i l l  o f  t h e  d a n g e r  i n v o l v e d  i n  b r e a k-
ing  t he  l aw .   O the r s  f ee l  t ha t  t hey  have
no  cho ice  bu t  t o  t u rn  t o  a  l i f e  o f  c r ime
b e c a u s e  t h e i r  b a c k g r o u n d  a n d
u p b r i n g i n g  d i d  n o t  g i v e  t h e m  t h e
chance  fo r  succe s s  t ha t  o the r s  i n  soc i-
e ty  may  have  had .   A l l  c r imina l s  f ee l
t h a t  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t
c o m m u n i t y  a r e  t h e  " e n e m y " .  A l l
h e r o e s  w i t h  t h i s  k i t  m u s t  b e  o f  g o o d
a l i g n m e n t .   T h u s  a l l  c r i m i n a l s  s h o u l d
b e  o f  t h e  t y p e  t h a t  h a v e  s o m e  s e n s e  o f
m o r a l s  a n d  h o n o r  ( e v e n  i f  s o m e w h a t
t w i s t e d  t o  s u i t  t h e i r  o w n  e n d s ) ,  p e r-
h a p s  o n l y  s t e a l i n g  f r o m  t h o s e  w h o  c a n
a f fo rd  to  l o se  i t  ( t he  Rob in  Hood
a p p r o a c h ) ,  o r  o n l y  t a k i n g  w h a t  t h e y
be l i eve  they  r igh t fu l ly  dese rve  ( ju s t i-
f i e d  i n  t h e i r  o w n  m i n d s  o f  c o u r s e ) .
T h e  c h a r a c t e r s  b a c k g r o u n d  a n d
m e t h o d  o f  c r i m i n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  s h o u l d
a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  c o n f l i c t  b e t w e e n  h i s
g o o d  a l i g n m e n t  a n d  p a t t e r n  o f  i l l e g a l
ac t iv i t i e s  ( i t  i s  genera l ly  no t  cons id-
e r e d  " g o o d "  b y  m o s t  s o c i e t i e s  t o  h a r m
o r  s t e a l  f r o m  o t h e r s ) .  

S p e c i a l  B e n e f i t s :  A l l  c r i m i n a l s
h a v e  a n  a r e a  o f  e x p e r t i s e  t h a t  t h e y  u s e
to  pu r sue  t he i r  c r imes .   As  such ,  a
c r i m i n a l  g e t s  o n e  f r e e  b o n u s  p r o f i-
c i e n c y  l i s t e d  a b o v e  d e p e n d i n g  o n
w h a t  t y p e  o f  c r i m i n a l  t h e y  a r e .
C r i m i n a l s  m a y  h a v e  c o n t a c t s  i n  t h e
c r i m i n a l  u n d e r w o r l d ,  i n  h i s  " h o m e-
t o w n " .   O n c e  p e r  a d v e n t u r e  t h e  c r i m i-
n a l  m a y  a t t e m p t  t o  g a t h e r  i n f o r m a-
t ion  on  a  spec i f i c  sub jec t  dea l ing  wi th
c u r r e n t  l o c a l  e v e n t s  f r o m  h i s  c o n t a c t s
i n  t h e  u n d e r w o r l d ,  h o w e v e r  t h i s   o n l y
i s  o f  use  in  h i s  town .  Because  of  the
p a r a n o i d  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  c r i m i n a l s
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w o r l d  i f  h e  a t t e m p t s  t h i s  i n  a n  a r e a  i n
wh ich  he  i s  no t  known  (bu t  s t i l l  w i th-
i n  t h e  s a m e  c o u n t r y )  t h e r e  i s  a  p e r-
c e n t a g e  c h a n c e  t h a t  h e  w i l l  t u r n  u p
wi th  a  kn i f e  i n  h i s  back .  Th i s  pe rcen t-
a g e  s t a r t s  a t  8 0 %  a n d  d e c r e a s e s  5 %
per  l eve l  neve r  to  go  be low 30%.   Th i s
a t t e m p t  t a k e s  2 d 6  h o u r s  o f  h i t t i n g  t h e
s t r e e t s  a n d  g a t h e r i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d
requ i re s  a  cha r i sma  check .   I f  success-
fu l ,  t he  c r imina l  ga in s  some  use fu l
i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t  t h a t  w o u l d
b e  k n o w n  t o  t h e  c r i m i n a l  p o p u l a t i o n
of  the  a rea .   The  spec i f i cs  o f  th i s
i n f o r m a t i o n  a r e  f u l l y  u p  t o  t h e  d i s c r e-
t ion  o f  the  DM.

Spec ia l  Hindrances :  Al l  c r imina l s
h a v e  a  r e p u t a t i o n  a n d  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e
l a w - e n f o r c e m e n t  c o m m u n i t y  ( s u b j e c t
t o  D M ' s  d i s c r e t i o n )  m a y  s u s p e c t  t h e i r
c r imina l  ac t iv i t i e s .   As  such ,  they  may
o c c a s i o n a l l y  b e  h o u n d e d  b y  l a w  o f f i-
c e r s  w a t c h i n g  t h e i r  m o v e m e n t s ,  o r
q u e s t i o n i n g  t h e m  a b o u t  r e c e n t  c r i m e s
they  a r e  i nves t i ga t i ng .   They  a r e  a l so
n o t  l i k e l y  t o  g e t  a n y  c o o p e r a t i o n  f r o m
law of f ice rs  who  suspec t  the i r  i l l ega l
a c t i v i t i e s .   C r i m i n a l s  m u s t  t a k e
ex t r eme  ca r e  t o  cove r  up  t he i r  i l l ega l
a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  n o t  l e a v e  i n c r i m i n a t i n g
e v i d e n c e  t h a t  c o u l d  c o n v i c t  t h e m  o f
the i r  c r imes .   Shou ld  a  c r im ina l  be
b l a t a n t  a b o u t  c r i m i n a l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  t h e y
c o u l d  b e  a r r e s t e d ,  c o n v i c t e d ,  a n d
i n c a r c e r a t e d  f o r  e x t e n d e d  p e r i o d s  o f
t i m e .   I n  a d d i t i o n ,  d u e  t o  t h e i r  b l a t a n t
d i s r e spec t  f o r  t he  l aw ,  c r imina l s  can-
n o t  b e  o f  a n y  l a w f u l  a l i g n m e n t .  T h e y
a l so  mus t  make  power s  checks  fo r  i l l e-
ga l  ac t iv i ty .   Power ' s  checks  a re  made
a t  d o u b l e  t h e  n o r m a l  p e r c e n t a g e
c h a n c e  f o r  t h a t  a c t .

S c i e n t i s t  
C l a s s :  T r a d e s m a n
Abi l i t y  Requ i r emen t s :  In t  14
Pr ime Requis i te :  In te l l igence
Hit  Die d 6
A t t a c k  a s :  T r a d e s m a n
S a v e  a s :  T r a d e s m a n
A d v a n c e  a s :  T r a d e s m a n
Exc.  St rength?  No
Spell  Abil i ty? No
Exc.  Const i tu t ion?  No
S t a r t i n g  C a s h :  4 d 6
P r o f i c i e n c i e s :  W e a p o n  S l o t s  3 ;
A d d i t i o n a l  S l o t :  4 ;  N o n p r o f i c i e n c y
P e n a l t y  - 3 ;  N o n w e a p o n  S l o t s :  6 ;
A d d i t i o n a l  S l o t  3 .  A v a i l a b l e
C a t e g o r i e s :  G e n e r a l ,  E d u c a t i o n a l .
Bonus  Prof ic iency:  Any  Educa t iona l .
R e c o m m e n d e d  P r o f i c i e n c i e s :
A c a d e m i c i a n

Desc r ip t i on :  The  exac t  na tu r e  o f  a
sc i en t i s t ' s  work  o f t en  d i c t a t e s  h i s  ga rb
and  equ ipmen t .  S t i l l ,  a  f ew  gene ra l i-
t i e s  c a n  b e  n o t e d  t h a t  c r o s s  t h e  l i n e s
o f  spec i a l t y  t ha t  d iv ide s  t he  wor ld ' s
sc i en t i s t s .  Fo r  the  mos t  pa r t ,  t hese  fo lk
a r e  n e a t  a n d  o r d e r l y  i n  t h e i r  h a b i t s
a n d  d r e s s .  I f  t h e y  d o  n o t  c o m e  f r o m

a n  u p p e r - c l a s s  b a c k g r o u n d ,  t h e y  h a v e
r e c e i v e d  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  f o r m a l  t r a i n-
i n g  t h a t  i m p a r t s  u p o n  t h e m  a  p r o f e s-
s i o n a l  a n d  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  a i r .  M a n y
s u c h  i n d i v i d u a l s  a r e  p r o n e  t o  e c c e n-
t r i c i t i e s  and  a f f ec t a t ions ,  Any  p laye r
r u n n i n g  a  s c i e n t i s t  s h o u l d  s p e c i f y  a n
u n u s u a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  t h a t  s e t s  h i s
c h a r a c t e r  a p a r t  f r o m  o t h e r s .

Role-p lay ing:  Goth ic  Ear th ' s  sc ien-
t i s t s  a r e  o f t e n  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  i n t r o-
v e r t e d  a n d  c o l d .  T o  b e  s u r e ,  m o s t
w o u l d  r a t h e r  b e  h a r d  a t  w o r k  i n  t h e i r
l a b o r a t o r i e s  t h a n  e n j o y i n g  a  n i g h t  o n
the  t own .  The  l a t t e r  c r i t i c i sm,  howev-
e r ,  i s  o f t en  un t rue .  Mos t  sc i en t i s t s
p u r s u e  t h e i r  w o r k  w i t h  t h e  d r e a m  o f
m a k i n g  e v e r y o n e ' s  l i f e  b e t t e r .  O f
c o u r s e ,  t h e r e  a r e  t h o s e  w h o  s e e  s c i-
e n c e  a s  n o t h i n g  m o r e  t h a n  a  m e a n s  t o
a c q u i r e  p e r s o n a l  p o w e r .  S o m e  e v e n
d r e a m  o f  a  d a y  w h e n  t h e y  c a n  h a r n e s s
u n t o l d  p o w e r s  a n d  u s e  t h e m  t o  b r i n g
the  r e s t  o f  t he  wor ld  t o  i t s  knees .

Spec i a l  Bene f i t s :  Each  s c i en t i s t
s e l ec t s  an  a r ea  o f  expe r t i s e  f r om the
p r o f i c i e n c i e s  o f  t h e  E d u c a t i o n a l
g roup .  Th i s  i s  cons ide red  a  bonus  sk i l l
and  no  s l o t s  need  be  a l l oca t ed  fo r  i t .
A d d i t i o n a l  s l o t s  c a n  ( a n d  p r o b a b l y
s h o u l d )  b e  e x p e n d e d  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e
c h a r a c t e r ' s  c h a n c e s  o f  s u c c e s s  w h e n
us ing  the  sk i l l .  Sc ien t i s t s  a re  as  a t
h o m e  i n  t h e i r  l a b o r a t o r i e s  a s  a  s a i l o r
i s  on  h i s  sh ip  o r  a  cava l ryman  i s  i n  h i s
sadd le .  Because  o f  t h i s ,  t hese  cha rac-
t e r s  r e c e i v e  a  + 2  b o n u s  o n  a n y
E d u c a t i o n a l  p r o f i c i e n c y  c h e c k s  m a d e
w h e n  i n  a  w e l l - e q u i p p e d  l a b o r a t o r y .
I n  o r d e r  t o  q u a l i f y  f o r  t h i s  b o n u s ,  t h e
l a b o r a t o r y  i n  u s e  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n
d e s i g n e d  f o r  r e s e a r c h  s i m i l a r  i n
n a t u r e  t o  t h e  a r e a  b e i n g  e x p l o r e d .  A

b o t a n i s t  g a i n s  n o  b e n e f i t  f r o m
r e s e a r c h i n g  a  p r o b l e m  i n  a n  o p t i c s
l abo ra to ry .  A l l  s c i en t i s t s  a r e  a s sumed
to  beg in  p l ay  w i th  acces s  t o  a  l abo ra-
t o r y  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  m e e t  t h e i r  r e s e a r c h
needs .  Th i s  f ac i l i t y  i s  no t  the i r s  to  do
w i t h  a s  t h e y  p l e a s e ,  h o w e v e r ,  a n d  p r e-
s u m a b l y  i s  p a r t  o f  a  s c h o o l ,  m u s e u m ,
or  s imi la r  ins t i tu t ion .  I f  a  p laye r  wish-
e s  t o  ou t f i t  a  p r i va t e  l abo ra to ry  fo r  h i s
c h a r a c t e r ,  t h e  c o s t  t o  d o  s o  i s  a s s u m e d
to  be  $1 ,000  pe r  l eve l  o f  t he  s c i en t i s t .
A s  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  a d v a n c e s  t o  e a c h  n e w
l e v e l ,  a n  a d d i t i o n  $ 1 , 0 0 0  m u s t  b e
e x p e n d e d  t o  k e e p  t h e  f a c i l i t y  s t o c k e d
a n d  u p  t o  d a t e .

Spec i a l  h ind rances :  No t  on ly  a r e
s c i e n t i s t s  a t  h o m e  i n  t h e i r  l a b o r a t o-
r i e s ,  t h e y  a l s o  a r e  v e r y  d e p e n d e n t
upon  t hem.  Because  o f  t h i s ,  checks
m a d e  f o r  E d u c a t i o n a l  p r o f i c i e n c i e s
su f f e r  a  - 2  pena l t y  i f  t hey  a r e  no t
m a d e  i n  a  w e l l - e q u i p p e d  l a b o r a t o r y  o f
t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  t y p e .  

S e r v a n t  
Class:  T r a d e s m a n
Abi l i ty  Req. :  Cha 12
Pr ime Req. :  Dexter i ty
Hi t  Dice :  d6
At t ack  As :  T radesman
Save  As :  T radesman
A d v a n c e  A s :  T r a d e s m a n
Exc St rength?  No 
Spell  Abil i ty? No 
Exc  Cons t i tu t ion?  No
S t a r t i n g  C a s h :  3 d 6
P r o f i c i e n c i e s :  W e a p o n  S l o t s :  3 ;
A d d i t i o n a l  S l o t :  4 ;  N o n p r o f i c i e n c y
P e n a l t y :  - 3 ;  N o n w e a p o n  S l o t s :  6 ;
A d d i t i o n a l  S l o t :  3 .  A v a i l a b l e
C a t e g o r i e s :  G e n e r a l ,  P r o f e s s i o n a l .
B o n u s  P r o f i c i e n c y :  E t i q u e t t e .
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R e c o m m e n d e d  P r o f i c i e n c i e s :  s a v o i r -
f a i r e ,  M o d e r n  L a n g u a g e s ,  A n y
Pro fe s s iona l

D e s c r i p t i o n :  T h e  w e l l - g r o o m e d
b u t - l e r ,  t h e  a t t e n t i v e  m a i d ,  t h e  u n i-
f o r m e d  c o a c h m a n ,  t h e  m a t r o n l y  l a d y -
i n - w a i t i n g ,  t h e  o b e d i e n t  f o r e i g n
m a n s e r v a n t  a l l  o f  t h e s e  i m a g e s  a n d
m o r e  c o m e  t o  m i n d  w h e n  o n e  t h i n k s
o f  t h o s e  d e d i c a t e d  s o u l s  w h o  f i n d
e m p l o y m e n t  a s  p e r s o n a l  s e r v a n t s  t o
soc i e ty ' s  we l l - t o -do  e l i t e .  Wha teve r
the i r  o f f i c ia l  t i t l e  o r  func t ion ,  they  a l l
s h a r e  t h e  s a m e  p u r - p o s e ,  t o  s e e  t o  t h e
n e e d s  a n d  c o m f o r t s  o f  t h e i r  e m p l o y e r
a n d  h i s  f a m i l y .

R o l e p l a y i n g :  C u l t u r e d ,  g e n t e e l ,
p r i m  a n d  p r o p e r ,  a l l  o f  t h e s e  d e s c r i b e
t h e  i d e a l  s e r v a n t .  M a n n e r s  a n d  p r o t o-
c o l  a r e  t h e  h i g h e s t  o f  v i r t u e s ,  p r o m p t
a n d  q u a l i t y  s e r v i c e  t h e  l o f t i e s t  o f
g o a l s .  T h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e  e m p l o y e r  ( a n d
h i s  g u e s t s )  a r e  o f  t h e  h i g h e s t  i m p o r t ,
and  t he  s e r -van t  w i l l  s e e  t o  t hose
n e e d s ,  e v e n  i f  t h e  e m p l o y e r  h i m s e l f
d o e s  n o t  r e c o g n i z e  t h e m !  T h i s  k i t
w o r k s  b e s t  w h e n  a n o t h e r  h e r o  i s  t h e
s e r v a n t ' s  e m p l o y e r .  A n y  c h a r a c t e r  o f
n o b l e  o r  w e a l t h y  b r e e d i n g  w o u l d  d o ,
t h o u g h  t h e  i d e a l  P C  c o m p a n i o n  w o u l d
b e  a  h e r o  w i t h  t h e  d a n d y  k i t .

Spec ia l  Benef i t s :  A good servant
a t t e m p t s  t o  m a i n t a i n  a  c a l m  a n d  p r o p-
e r  d e m e a n o r  n o  m a t t e r  w h a t  h a p p e n s
a r o u n d  h i m .  T h e  u n f l a p p a b l e  c h a r a c-
t e r  ga in s  a  +2  bonus  on  a l l  s av ing
th rows  aga in s t  f e a r  e f f ec t s ,  whe the r
m a g i c a l  o r  n o n - m a g i c a l  i n  n a t u r e .
Th i s  bonus  na t -u r a l l y  app l i e s  t o  a l l
Fea r  Checks .

Spec i a l  H ind rances :  An  un fo r tu-
na t e  s ide  e f f ec t  o f  t he  s e rvan t ' s  a t t i-
t u d e  i s  a  n a t u r a l  a v e r s i o n  t o  o b j e c t s ,
p e o p l e ,  a n d  s i t u a t i o n s  t h a t  m i g h t  b e
c o n s i d e r e d  i m p r o p e r ,  r u d e ,  o r  v u l g a r .
T h i s  g i v e s  t h e  s e r v a n t  a  - 2  p e n a l t y  o n
a l l  Hor ro r  Checks .

Adept Kits
C h a r l a t a n
Class :  Adept
Abil i ty  Req. :  Dex 14
Pr ime Req. :  In te l l igence
Hi t  Die :  d4
At tack  a s :  Adep t
Save  as :  Adep t
A d v a n c e  a s :  A d e p t
Exc St rength?  No
Spel l  Abil i ty? As Adept
Exc  Cons t i tu t ion?  No
S t a r t i n g  C a s h :  2 d 6
Prof ic iencies : W e a p o n  S l o t s :  2 ;
A d d i t i o n a l  S l o t :  5 ;  N o n p r o f i c i e n c y
P e n a l t y :  - 4 ;  N o n w e a p o n  S l o t s :  5 ;
A d d i t i o n a l  S l o t :  3 .  A v a i l a b l e
Ca tego r i e s :  Gene ra l ,  Arcane .  Bonus

P r o f i c i e n c y :  P i c k  P o c k e t s .
R e c o m m e n d e d  P r o f i c i e n c y :  N o n e

Descr ip t ion :  Goth ic  Ear th  i s  f i l l ed
wi th  s t age  mag ic i ans ,  p r e s t i d ig i t a to r s
and  i l l u s ion i s t s  Fo r  t he  mos t  pa r t ,
t h e s e  p e o p l e  k n o w  n o t h i n g  o f  t h e  R e d
D e a t h  o r  a r t  o f  m a g i c .  E v e r y  n o w  a n d
t h e n ,  h o w e v e r ,  a  c h a r l a t a n  s t u m b l e s
u p o n  t h e  t r u t h .  I f  t h a t  u n f o r t u n a t e
sou l  su rv ives  t he  d i s cove ry  o f  r ea l
mag ic ,  he  qu i ck ly  l e a rn s  a  new  r e spec t
f o r  t h e  s u p e r n a t u r a l  a n d  g r a d u a l l y
b e g i n s  t o  m a s t e r  t h e  h i d d e n  e n e r g i e s
t h a t  h e  h a s  t a p p e d .

Ro lep lay ing :  Un l ike  o the r  types  o f
a d e p t  c h a r a c t e r ,  t h e  c h a r l a t a n  i s  s t i l l
l e a r n i n g  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  h i s  p o w e r s .
M o r e  o f t e n  t h a n  n o t ,  t h e s e  c h a r a c t e r s
a r e  h a u n t e d  b y  a  d o u b t  i n  t h e i r  a b i l i-
t i e s  o r  e a t e n  a  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e y  a r e
s o m e h o w  t a i n t e d  b y  t h e m .  I t  i s  n o t
u n u s u a l  f o r  c h a r l a t a n s  t o  b e c o m e  c o n-
s u m e d  b y  t h e  R e d  D e a t h  b e f o r e  t h e y
per fec t  the i r  mag ica l  ab i l i t i e s .

Spec ia l  Bonuses :  The  cha r l a t an  i s
a  s k i l l e d  s t a g e  m a g i c i a n  a n d  a n  e x p e r t
in  s l e igh t  o f  hand .  As  such ,  he  beg ins
the  game  wi th  the  f l i ck  Pocke t s  p ro f i-
c i e n c y .
T h e  n a t u r a l  m a n u a l  d e x t e r i t y  o f  t h e
c h a r l a t a n  g i v e s  h i m  a n  a d v a n t a g e  i n
l e a r n i n g  s p e l l s  t h a t  h a v e  s o m a t i c  c o m-
p o n e n t s .  W h e n e v e r  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  t r i e s
to  l ea rn  such  a  spe l l ,  he  ga ins  a  +10%
bonus  t o  h i s  p ro f i c i ency  ro l l  t o  l e a rn
t h e  s p e l l .

S p e c i a l  H i n d r a n c e s :  M a g i c  i s
e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  d a n g e r o u s  f o r  t h e
cha r l a t an .  He  i s  no t  ye t  su r e  o f  t he
l imi t s  o f  h i s  power s  and  does  no t  fu l l y
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  r e p e r c u s s i o n s  o f  h i s
a c t i o n s .  W h e n e v e r  a  c h a r l a t a n  c a s t s  a
s p e l l ,  h e  m u s t  m a k e  a  C o n s t i t u t i o n
check .  I f  t he  check  fa i l s ,  t he  cha rac te r
i s  t e m p o r a r i l y  d r a i n e d  b y  t h e  s p e l l ,
l e a v i n g  h i m  t o o  w e a k  t o  a c t  a n d  b o r-
d e r i n g  o n  u n c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o n  e a c h
s u b s e q u e n t  r o u n d ,  t h e  c h a r l a t a n  m a y
m a k e  a n o t h e r  c h e c k .  F a i l u r e  i n d i c a t e s
t h a t  t h e  e x h a u s t i o n  c o n t i n u e s  f o r
a n o t h e r  r o u n d .  A  s u c c e s s f u l  c h e c k
m e a n s  t h a t  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  i s  a b l e  t o
r e s u m e  n o r m a l  a c t i v i t y .

M e t a p h y s i c i a n
Class :  Adept  
Abil i ty  Req. :  Wis 14 
Pr ime Req. :  In te l l igence
Hi t  Die :  d4
At tack  a s :  Adep t
Save  as :  Adep t
A d v a n c e  a s :  A d e p t
Exc St rength?  No
Spel l  Abil i ty? As Adept
Exc  Cons t i tu t ion?  No
S t a r t i n g  C a s h :  2 d 6
P r o f i c i e n c i e s :  W e a p o n  S l o t s :  2 ;
A d d i t i o n a l  S l o t :  5 ;  N o n p r o f i c i e n c y
P e n a l t y :  - 4 ;  N o n w e a p o n  S l o t s :  5 ;
A d d i t i o n a l  S l o t :  3 .  A v a i l a b l e
Ca tego r i e s :  Gene ra l ,  Arcane .  Bonus

P r o f i c i e n c y :  A c a d e m i c i a n .
R e c o m m e n d e d  P r o f i c i e n c i e s :
F o r b i d d e n  L o r e ,  H i s t o r y ,  A n c i e n t
Language ,  Anc ien t  Re l ig ion

Desc r ip t i on :  The  me taphys i c i an  i s
an  expe r t  i n  t he  occu l t .  He  v i ews  the
p r a c t i c e  o f  m a g i c  a n d  t h e  s t u d y  o f  a l l
t h a t  i s  s u p e r n a t u r a l  a s  a n  s c i e n t i f i c
e n d e a v o r .  H i s  h o p e  i s  t h a t  a p p l i c a t i o n
o f  s c i e n t i f i c  m e t h o d  t o  t h e  m a c a b r e
w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  a  c o m p l e t e  u n d e r s t a n d-
ing  o f  t ha t  wh ich  s eems  t o  de fy  exp l a-
n a t i o n .

Rolep lay ing :  in  a l l  dea l ings  wi th
t h e  s u p e r n a t u r a l ,  t h e  m e t a p h y s i c i a n
rema ins  coo l  and  ca lm .  He  t r i e s  t o
e x a m i n e  e v e r y  e n c o u n t e r  w i t h  t h e  d i s-
pass iona te  eye  o f  the  sc i en t i s t .  To  h i s
m i n d ,  n o  m y s t e r y  i s  s o  d a r k  a n d  n o
c r e a t u r e  i s  s o  f a n t a s t i c  t h a t  i t  c a n n o t
b e  m a s t e r e d  t h r o u g h  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f
t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  m e t h o d .  O b s e r v e ,
h y p o t h e s i z e ,  a n d  t e s t ;  t h a t  i s  t h e
m o t t o  o f  t h e  m e t a p h y s i c i a n .

Spec ia l  Benef i t s :  The  metaphys i-
c i a n  i s  w e l l  v e r s e d  i n  t h e  t h e o r y  a n d
prac t i ce  o f  magic .  His  knowledge  o f
t h e  s u p e r n a t u r a l  i s  p r a c t i c a l  a n d  w e l l
r e a s o n e d .  T h i s  m e t h o d i c a l  a p p r o a c h
t o  s p e l l c a s t i n g  p e r m i t s  t h e  c h a r a c t e r
t o  m e m o r i z e  a d d i t i o n a l  s p e l l s ;  e a c h
d a y ,  h e  c a n  m e m o r i z e  o n e  a d d i t i o n a l
spe l l  o f  each  l eve l  t ha t  he  can  cas t .
T h u s ,  a  5 t h - l e v e l  m e t a p h y s i c i a n  c a n
cas t  f i ve  1s t  l eve l  t h ree  2nd  l eve l ,  and
two  3 rd  l eve l  spe l l s  pe r  day .

Spec ia l  Hindrances :  Wi th  a l l  h i s
e f f o r t s  t o w a r d  a n a l y t i c a l  t h o u g h t ,  t h e
m e t a p h y s i c i a n  h a s  a  d i f f i c u l t  t i m e
a c c e p t i n g  t h a t  w h i c h  h e  c a n n o t
exp la in .  The  powers  o f  t he  Red  Dea th ,
s o  f a r  b e y o n d  t h o s e  o f  m o r t a l  m a n ,
de fy  exp l ana t i on  i n  h i s  m ind .  Because
o f  t h i s ,  t h e  m e t a p h y s i c i a n  i s  u n u s u a l-
l y  vu lne rab l e  t o  mind -a f f ec t i ng  mag ic .
Th i s  i s  r e f l ec ted  in  a  -2  pena l ty  to  h i s
Mag ica l  Defense  Ad jus tmen t  ( a s  d i c-
t a t e d  b y  h i s  W i s d o m  s c o r e ) .

Q a b a l i s t
Class :  Adept
Abi l i ty  Req:  Cha  14  
Pr ime Req:  In te l l igence  
Hi t  Die :  d4
At tack  a s :  Adep t
Save  as :  Adep t
A d v a n c e  a s :  A d e p t
Exc St rength?  No
Spel l  Abil i ty? As Adept
Exc  Cons t i tu t ion?  No
S t a r t i n g  C a s h :  2 d 6
P r o f i c i e n c i e s :  W e a p o n  S l o t s :  2
A d d i t i o n a l  S l o t :  5 ;  N o n p r o f i c i e n c y
P e n a l t y :  - 4 ;  N o n w e a p o n  S l o t s :  5 ;
A d d i t i o n a l  S l o t :  3 .  A v a i l a b l e
C a t e g o r i e s  G e n e r a l ,  A r c a n e .  B o n u s
P r o f i c i e n c y :   F o r b i d d e n  L o r e .
Recommended  Pro f i c i enc ie s :  H i s to ry ,
Anc ien t  Language ,  Anc ien t  Re l ig ion

D e s c r i p t i o n :  A l t h o u g h  t h e  f o r m a l
p r a c t i c e  o f  m a g i c  h a s  b e e n  d e a d  o n
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G o t h i c  E a r t h  f o r  m a n y  c e n t u r i e s ,  t i n y
c lus te rs  o f  ind iv idua ls  s t i l l  ex i s t  to
s t u d y  t h e  s e c r e t s  o f  t h i s  f o r b i d d e n  a r t .
The  exac t  number  o f  t he se  soc i e t i e s  i s
u n k n o w n ,  b u t  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  m o r e  t h a n
a  dozen  can  ex i s t .  The  qaba l i s t  i s  a
m e m b e r  o f  s u c h  a  s o c i e t y .  I n  m o s t
c a s e s ,  t h e  q a b a l i s t  k n o w s  a l m o s t  n o t h-
ing  abou t  h i s  o rde r .  He  knows  a  f ew
i m p o r t a n t  d e t a i l s :  h o w  t o  c o n t a c t  h i s
s u p e r i o r ;  t h e  m e e t i n g  p l a c e  o f  h i s
g r o u p  o r  c e l l ;  a n d  t h e  p u r p o r t e d  g o a l s
o f  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  T h e  o n l y  t h i n g  h e
can  be  ce r t a i n  o f  i s  t ha t  h i s  o rgan i za-
t ion  has  enemies  (who  wi l l  g lad ly  k i l l
h i m )  a n d  t h a t  h e  m u s t  a c t  o n  a n y
i n s t r u c t i o n s  g i v e n  b y  h i s  s u p e r i o r s .

Ro lep l ay ing :  The  qaba l i s t ' s  mem-
b e r s h i p  i n  a  d a r k  a n d  s e c r e t  o r d e r
r e q u i r e s  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  c a r e  o n  t h e
p a r t  o f  t h e  p l a y e r .  T h e  c h a r a c t e r  m u s t
a l w a y s  g u a r d  w h a t  h e  s a y s  a n d  d o e s .
O u t s i d e r s  c a n  n o t  b e  a l l o w e d  t o  l e a r n
any th ing  abou t  t he  soc i e ty ,  i t s  goa l s ,
o r  i t s  ac t ions .  A  qaba l i s t  neve r  i n t ro-
duces  h imse l f  a s  such ;  t o  o the r s .  As
t h i s  i s  a  t o u r n a m e n t  c a m p a i g n  b a s e d
o n  m e m b e r s h i p  i n  t h e  S o c i e t y  o f  t h e
Whi t e  Rose  t he  qaba l i s t  i s  cons ide red
t o  b e  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h a t  s o c i e t y ,
b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  k n o w l e d g e  t h e y
m a y b e  m o r e  s e c r e t i v e  t h a n  o t h e r s  a n d
les s  t rus t ing .  

Spec ia l  Benef i t s :  Normal ly  in  the
M a s q u e  o f  t h e  R e d  D e a t h  r u l e s  t h e
q a b a l i s t  h a s  r e a d y  a c c e s s  t o  i n f o r m a-
t i o n  a b o u t  m a g i c a l  p o w e r  a n d  t h e  h i s-

to ry  o f  spe l l cas t ing .  As  such ,  th i s  cha r-
ac t e r  i s  ab le  to  r e sea rch  two  spe l l s  a t
one  t ime .  No te :  The re  i s  no  workab le
way  fo r  he roes  t o  ga in  t h i s  bene f i t  i n  a
t o u r n a m e n t  c a m p a i g n .  T h e r e f o r e
i n s t e a d  t h e  h e r o  g a i n s  a  + 2  i n
Fo rb idden  Lo re  checks  ( i f  t hey  have
t h a t  p r o f i c i e n c y )  r e g a r d i n g  g e n e r a l
k n o w l e d g e  o f  o t h e r  q a b a l s .

Spec i a l  H ind rances :  The  au ra  o f
d a r k n e s s  a n d  m a g i c  t h a t  h a n g s  a b o u t
a  qaba l i s t  i s  no t i ceab le ,  a t  l ea s t  on  a
subconsc ious  l eve l .  To  re f l ec t  th i s ,  the
c h a r a c t e r ' s  R e a c t i o n  A d j u s t m e n t  a n d
Loya l ty  Base  r a t i ngs  ( a s  de t e rmined
by  h i s  Cha r i sma  s co re )  a r e  a lways
t r e a t e d  a s  n e g a t i v e  n u m b e r s .  T h u s ,  a
q a b a l i s t  w i t h  C h a r i s m a  1 6  h a s  a
R e a c t i o n  A d j u s t m e n t  o f  - 5  a n d  a
Loyal ty  Base  of  A.  As  the  Char isma
s c o r e  i n c r e a s e s  b e y o n d  l 4 ,  t h e  q a b a l i s t
s e e m s  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  " u n u s u a l "  t o
t h o s e  h e  m e e t s .  A n i m a l s  t e n d  t o  b e
s k i t t i s h  a r o u n d  Q a b a l i s t s  w i t h  h i g h
C h a r i s m a  s c o r e s ,  a n d  r e a c t i o n  c h e c k s
m a y  b e  n e c e s s a r y  d e p e n d i n g  o n  t h e
c i r c u m s t a n c e .

G n o s t i c  
Class :  Adept
Abil i ty  Req:  Wis  14
Pr ime Req:  In te l l igence
Hi t  Dice :  d4
At tack  As:  Adept
Save As:  Adept  
Advance  As :  Adep t

Exc St rength?   No
Spel l  Abil i ty? As Adept
Exc  Cons t i tu t ion?  No
S t a r t i n g  C a s h :  2 d 6
P r o f i c i e n c i e s  W e a p o n  S l o t s :  2
A d d i t i o n a l  S l o t :  3 ;  N o n p r o f i c i e n c y
P e n a l t y :  - 4 ;  N o n w e a p o n  S l o t s :  5 ;
A d d i t i o n a l  S l o t :  3 .  A v a i l a b l e
Ca tego r i e s :  Gene ra l ,  Arcane .  Bonus
Prof i c i ency :  Re l ig ion .  Recommended
P r o f i c i e n c i e s :  F o r b i d d e n  L o r e ,
A c a d e m i c i a n ,  A n c i e n t  R e l i g i o n ,
His to ry ,  P rognos t i ca t ion ,  Ar i thmology

D e s c r i p t i o n :  T h e  g n o s t i c  i s  a n
a d e p t  w h o  d e r i v e s  h i s  k n o w l e d g e  o f
w i z a r d r y  f r o m  h o l y  b o o k s  a n d  t e x t s  o f
h i s  r e l i -g ion .  By  f ind ing  h idden  mes-
s a g e s  a n d  d e c i p h e r i n g  c o d e s  f o u n d
b e t w e e n  t h e  l i n e s  o f  p r a y e r s  a n d  h o l y
s c r i p t u r e s ,  t h e  g n o s t i c  u n c o v e r s  a
p o t e n t  s o u r c e  o f  m a g i c .  W h e t h e r  t h e
g n o s t i c  f i n d s  c o n - n e c t i o n s  b e t w e e n
h i m s e l f  a n d  a  t r u e  d i v i n i t y  c a n n o t  b e
p r o v e n  b y  e v e n  t h e  m o s t  n o t e d  m e t a-
p h y s i c i a n s ,  b u t  t o  t h e  g n o s t i c  t h e
spe l l s  he  r ece ives  i s  p roo f  enough  o f
the  power  o f  h i s  f a i t h .  The  p rac t i ce  o f
gnos t i c i sm  i s  a  ques t  f o r  d iv ine  t r u th s
a n d  r e v e l a t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  s p i r i t u a l
c o n n e c t i o n s  b e t w e e n  d i v i n - i t y ,  t h e
u n i v e r s e ,  a n d  m a n k i n d .  N o t e  t h a t  t h e
g n o s t i c i s m  c a n  b e  a p p l i e d  t o  a n y  r e l i-
g ion  wi th  a  wr i t t en  t ex t ,  so  any  ho ly
b o o k  c o u l d  e a c h  b e  u s e d  a s  a  s o u r c e
fo r  gnos t i c  s tudy  wi th  s imi l a r  r e su l t s .
T h e  p a r t i c u l a r  r e l i g i o n  d o e s  n o t  m a t-
t e r ,  on ly  t he  adep t ' s  f a i t h  i n  i t .
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R o l e p l a y i n g :  T h e  g n o s t i c  i s  a
devou t  fo l lower  o f  h i s  pa r t i cu la r  r e l i -
g i o n ,  a n d  c a n  e v e n  b e c o m e  a  v e s t e d
par -son  of  h i s  sec t .  His  work  i s  to  seek
ho l i ne s s  and  goodnes s  i n  a l l  t h ings .
Mos t  gnos t i c s  f i rmly  be l i eve  in  the
i n h e r e n t  g o o d n e s s  o f  t h e  h u m a n  s p i r-
i t ,  a n d  i n  t h e  e v e n t u a l  t r i u m p h  o f
good  over  ev i l .  These  gnos t i c s  s t r ive  to
h e l p  o t h e r s  r e a l i z e  t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l
po ten t i a l ,  even  i f  they  fo l low a  d i f fe r-
en t  r e l i g ion  o r  s ec t .

Spec ia l  Benef i t s :  The  power  o f  the
gnos t i c ' s  f a i th  a l lows  h im to  cas t

spe l l s  wi th  g rea te r  po tency .  Al l  spe l l-
cas t ing  e f fec t s  a re  r e so lved  as  i f  the
c a s t e r  w e r e  o n e  l e v e l  h i g h e r  t h a n
h i s  a c t u a l  l e v e l .  T h u s  a  2 n d - l e v e l
gnos t ic  cas t s  h i s  spe l l s  wi th  the  e f fec-
t iveness  o f  a  3 rd - l eve l  adep t .  Th i s
ab i l i t y  does  no t  g r an t  t he  ex t r a  spe l l s
ava i l ab l e  t o  a  h ighe r - l eve l  adep t ,  on ly
the  enhanced  e f f ec t s  fo r  spe l l s  ca s t .
Thus  a  1s t  l eve l  adep t  s t i l l  s t a r t s  p l ay
w i t h  o n l y  o n e  m e m o r i z e d  s p e l l  p e r
d a y ,  b u t  c a n  c a s t  t h a t  s p e l l  w i t h  t h e
p o t e n c y  o f  a  2 n d - l e v e l  a d e p t .  

S p e c i a l  H i n d r a n c e s :  G n o s t i c s
r e q u i r e  a n  o r i g i n a l ,  u n t r a n s l a t e d  c o p y
o f  t h e i r  c h o s e n  s c r i p t u r e  t o  a c q u i r e
spe l l s ,   wr i t t en  in  the  o r ig ina l  l an-
g u a g e  o f  t h a t  t e x t .  A  t r a n s l a t e d  v e r-
s i o n  w i l l  n o t  c o n t a i n  t h e  h i d d e n  s p e l l-
c r a f t  s ec r e t s .  I t  i s  a s sumed  tha t  an
o r i g i n a l ,  u n t r a n s l a t e d  work  i s  ava i l-
ab le  fo r  a  s t a r t ing  he ro ’ s  1s t - l eve l
s p e l l s .  A d d i t i o n a l  c o m - m e n t a r i e s  m u s t
b e  s o u g h t  o u t  e v e r y  t i m e  h e  b e c o m e s
e l ig ib le  to  cas t  a  new spe l l  l eve l  (2nd ,
3rd ,  e tc . ) .  Other  gnos- t i cs  wi l l  usua l ly
m a k e  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e q u i r e d
t ex t s  ava i l ab l e  i n  r e tu rn  fo r  a  s e rv i ce
o r  h o l y  p i l g r i m a g e  o f  s o m e  s o r t ,  u s u-
a l ly  invo lv ing  some form of  sac r i f i ce ,
f a s t i n g ,  a n d  p r a y e r .  T h e r e  a r e  a l s o
t i m e  a n d  m o n e t a r y  c o s t s  f o r  t h e  t r a v-
e l  a n d  e q u i p m e n t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  F i n d
these  add i - t iona l  r e l ig ious  t ex t s .  The
de ta i l s  a r e  l e f t  t o  t he  DM,  bu t  an
a m o u n t  n o t  l e s s  t h a n  $ 5 0 0  a n d  o n e
m o n t h  p e r  s p e l l  l e v e l  i s  r e c o m m e n d-
ed .  Because  the  gnos t i c  de r ives  h i s
knowledge  o f  mag i c  f r om the  wr i t i ngs
of  h i s  own re l ig ion ,  spe l l s  de r ived
f r o m  o t h e r  s o u r c e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  o f
o the r  r e l i g ions ,  a r e  more  d i f f i cu l t  t o
l ea rn .  The  gnos t i c  su f f e r s  a  -2  pena l ty
to  a l l  Spe l l - c ra f t  checks  made  to  l ea rn
s u c h  s p e l l s  ( o t h e r  u s e s  o f  t h e
S p e l l c r a f t  p r o f i c i e n c y  d o  n o t  i n c u r  t h e
- 2  p e n a l t y ) .  T h i s  p e n a l t y  d o e s  n o t
a p p l y  t o  s p e l l s  a c q u i r e d  w h e n  g a i n i n g
a  new expe r i ence  l eve l ,  wh ich  a r e
a s s u m e d  t o  b e  r e s e a r c h e d  f r o m  t h e
g n o s t i c ' s  o w n  h o l y  b o o k s ,  o n l y  t o
s p e l l s  a c q u i r e d  f r o m  o t h e r  s o u r c e s
whi l e  adven tu r ing .  I t  i s  t he  DM's  p re -
r o g a t i v e  t o  d e c i d e  w h e t h e r  a  s p e l l
f o u n d  d u r i n g  a n  a d v e n t u r e  i s  f r o m  a
re l i g ious  sou rce ,  and  i f  so  f rom which
re l ig ion .

Mystic 
D i l e t t a n t e  
Class:   Mystic
Abi l i ty  Req:  Cha  12
Pr ime  Req :  Wisdom
Hit  Dice :  d8
Attack As:  Myst ic
Save As:  Mystic
Advance  As:  Sold ie r
Exc  St rength?  No
Spell  Abil i ty? As Mystic
Exc  Cons t i tu t ion?  No
S t a r t i n g  C a s h :  6 d 6
P r o f i c i e n c i e s  W e a p o n  S l o t s :  2 ;
A d d i t i o n a l  S l o t :  5 ;  N o n p r o f i c i e n c y
P e n a l t y : - 4 ;  N o n w e a p o n  S l o t s :  5 ;
A d d i t i o n a l  S l o t :  3 .  A v a i l a b l e
Ca tego r i e s :  Gene ra l ,  Arcane .  Bonus
P r o f i c i e n c y :  S a v o i r - F a i r e .
Recommended  Prof ic ienc ies :  Re l ig ion ,
Anc ien t  Re l ig ion ,  Forb idden  Lore

Desc r ip t i on :  When  the  sp i r i t ua l i s t
m o v e m e n t  s p r e a d  t h r o u g h  G o t h i c
Ea r th  i n  t he  l a t e  1800s ,  a  f ew  wea l thy ,
u p p e r  c r u s t  c u r i o s i t y - s e e k e r s  t u r n e d
th i s  id le  f a sc ina t ion  in to  a  fu l l - f l edged
l i fes tyle . U n l i k e  m o s t ,  t h e s e
a m a t e u r  d a b b l e r s i n t o  m a g i c
o c c a s i o n a l l y  f o u n d  s o m e t h i n g  m o r e
than  a  f ake  fo r t une  t e l l i ng .  They  d i s-
c o v e r e d  t h e  p o w e r s  o f  m y s t i c i s m  a n d
the  sp i r i twor ld .  These  we l l - t o -do  dab-
b le r s ,  ca l l ed d i l e t t a n t e s ,  a c h i e v e d
wha t  t akes  mos t  mys t i c s  a  l i f e t ime  to
l e a r n .  

Ro lep lay ing :  Di le t t an tes  a re  th r i l l
s eeke r s  who  l ook  fo r  new  sensa t i ons
a n d  e x p e r i e n c e s  t h r o u g h  m a g i c a l  r i t u-
a l s  and  even t s .  They  v i s i t  any  p l ace  o r
even t  t ha t  p roc l a ims  i t s e l f  t o  be  mag i-
c a l  i n  n a t u r e ,  i n c l u d i n g  p a g a n  r i t u a l s ,
s e a n c e s ,  f o r - t u n e - r e a d i n g s ,  h a u n t e d
s i t e s ,  and  any th ing  e l s e  pos s ib ly  r e l a t-
e d  t o  t h e  s p i r i t w o r l d  a n d  m y s t i c i s m .
W h i l e  t h e i r  a p p r o a c h  i s  e c l e c t i c ,
u n p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  a n d  h a p h a z a r d ,  d i l e t-
t a n t e s  s o m e t i m e s  m a n a g e  t o  f i n d  t r u e
m a g i c  a m i d s t  t h e  f a k e r y  a n d  s t a g e
m a g i c ,  a n d  t o  e n j o y  t h e  e x p e - r i e n c e
rega rd l e s s  o f  i t s  au then t i c i t y .

Specia l  Benef i t s :  Used  to  dea l ing
w i t h  s t r a n g e  a n d  u n u s u a l  p e o p l e ,  t h e
d i l e t t a n t e  g a i n s  S a v o i r - F a i r e  a s  a
b o n u s  n o n w e a p o n  p r o f i c i e n c y .
E x p o s u r e  t o  a  b r o a d  b a s e  o f  m y s t i c
p rac t i ce s  has  i t s  advan tages .  Eve ry
o the r  expe r i ence  l eve l  s t a r t i ng  w i th
1 s t ,   a d i l e t t a n t e  c a n  c h o o s e  t o
r e s e a r c h  t w o  s p h e r e s  i n s t e a d  o f  o n e .
W h e n  r e a c h i n g the  nex t  l eve l  o f  expe-
r i ence ,  t he  d i l e t - t an t e  ga ins  acces s  t o
b o t h  s p h e r e s .  T h e  h e r o  c a n  s t u d y  f o r
m i n o r  o r  m a j o r  a c c e s s  i n  e i t h e r  o r
b o t h  s t u d i e d  s p h e r e s ,  b u t  c a n n o t  g a i n
m a j o r  a c c e s s  t o  a  s p h e r e  u n l e s s  m i n o r
a c c e s s  w a s  g a i n e d  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s
expe r i ence  l eve l .  A  d i l e t t an t e  canno t
f o c u s  s t u d i e s  t o  g a i n  b o t h  m i n o r  a n d

m a j o r  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  s a m e  s p h e r e  i n
one  l eve l .  Fo r  example ,  a  d i l e t t an te
c a n n o t  u s e  t h i s  b e n e f i t  t o  g a i n  b o t h
m i n o r  a n d  m a j o r  a c c e s s  f o r  t h e  h e a l-
i ng  sphe re  i n  one  l eve l .  He  cou ld  ga in
mino r  acces s  i n  one  expe r i ence  l eve l ,
a n d  t h e n  m a j o r  a c c e s s  t h e  f o l l o w - i n g
leve l .

S p e c i a l  H i n d r a n c e s :  B e c a u s e  o f
t h e i r  s p o r a d i c  a n d  i n f o r m a l  s t u d i e s ,
d i l e t - t a n t e s  t a k e  l o n g e r  t h a n  t h e  n o r m
to  ach ieve  new expe r i ence  l eve l s .  They
a d v a n c e  u s i n g  t h e  s o l d i e r ' s  e x p e r i e n c e
t a b l e  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  m y s t i c ' s .

M e d i u m
Class: Mys t i c
Abi l i ty  Req. :  Cha 12
Pr ime  Req . :  Wisdom
Hit  Die :  d8
At tack  as :  Myst ic
Save as :  Myst ic
Advance  as :  Mys t ic
Exc St rength?  No
Spell  Abil i ty? As Mystic
Exc  Cons t i tu t ion?  No
S t a r t i n g  C a s h :  2 d 6
P r o f i c i e n c i e s :  W e a p o n  S l o t s :  2 ;
Add i t i ona l  S lo t : :  5 ;  Nonpro f i c i ency
P e n a l t y :  - 4 ;  N o n w e a p o n  S l o t s :  5 ;
A d d i t i o n a l  S l o t :  3 .  A v a i l a b l e
Ca tego r i e s :  Gene ra l ,  Arcane .  Bonus
P r o f i c i e n c y :  P r o g n o s t i c a t i o n .
R e c o m m e n d e d  P r o f i c i e n c y :  N o n e

D e s c r i p t i o n :  T h e  m e d i u m  i s  r a t h e r
a n  u n f o r t u n a t e  s o u l .  T h i s  i n d i v i d u a l
r n a y  h a v e  n o  d e s i r e  t o  p o s s e s s  o r
e m p l o y  m a g i c a l  p o w e r s ,  b u t  i s  b l e s s e d
( o r  c u r s e d )  w i t h  t h e m  r e g a r d l e s s .
W h i l e  o t h e r  m y s t i c s  m i g h t  s p e n d
y e a r s  m a s t e r i n g  t h e i r  c r a f t ,  t h e  m e d i-
u m ' s  p o w e r s  d e v e l o p  s p o n t a n e o u s l y .

Ro lep l ay ing :  The  med ium i s  a  t o r-
t u r e d  s o u l ,  f o r  t h e  b u r d e n  o f  h i s  p o w-
e r s  i s  g rea t .  In  some  cases ,  t he  med i-
u m  h a s  a c c e p t e d  h i s  l o t  i n  l i f e  a n d
uses  h i s  powers  wi l l ing ly .  Othe r s  a re
r e l u c t a n t  t o  u s e  t h e i r  m a g i c  o u t  o f  f e a r
t h a t  t h e y  a r e  t a p p i n g  i n t o  s o m e t h i n g
b e y o n d  t h e i r  c o n t r o l .  I n  e i t h e r  c a s e ,
t h e  m e d i u m  t a k e s  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f
mag ic  a s  a  ve ry  se r ious  r e spons ib i l i t y .

Special  Benef i ts :  Because of  his
n a t u r a l  r e c e p t i o n  f o r  m a g i c ,  t h e  m e d i-
um i s  ab l e  t o  ca s t  add i t i ona l  spe l l s .
E a c h  d a y ,  h e  m a y  c a s t  o n e  a d d i t i o n a l
spe l l  pe r  l eve l  ava i l ab le  to  h im.   Thus
a   3 rd  l eve l  mys t i c  c an  ca s t  t h r ee  1 s t
l e v e l  a n d  t w o  2 n d  1 e v e l  s p e l l s  p e r
d a y .

S p e c i a l  H i n d r a n c e s :  T h e  p r i m a r y
s ign  o f  a  med ium' s  g i f t  i s  t he  ab i l i ty
f o r  d i v i n a t i o n .  F o r  t h a t  r e a s o n ,  t h e
m e d i u m  m u s t  e x p e n d  p r o f i c i e n c y
s l o t s  t o  p u r c h a s e  e i t h e r  t h e
Psychomet ry  o r  S ix th  Sense  p ro f i c i en-
c y .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  m e d i u m ' s  f i r s t
s t u d i e s  ( a f t e r  a b a n d o n i n g  o r  c o m p l e t-
i n g  s t u d y  o f  t h e  A l l  s p h e r e )  m u s t  b e
t h e  D i v i n a t i o n  s p h e r e .  T h e  m e d i u m
c a n  b e g i n  t o  s t u d y  o t h e r  s p h e r e s  o n l y
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a f t e r  h e  h a s  a c q u i r e d  m a j o r  a c c e s s  t o
t h e  D i v i n a t i o n  s p h e r e .

E x o r c i s t  
Class:  Mystic
Abi l i ty  Req. :  Wis  15,  Con 12
Pr ime  Requ i s i t e :  Wisdom
Hit  Die :  d8
At tack  as :  Myst ic
Save as :  Myst ic
Advance  as :  Mys t ic
Exc.  St rength?  No
Spell Ability? Yes
Exc.  Const i tu t ion?  No
S t a r t i n g  C a s h :  2 d 4
P r o f i c i e n c i e s :  W e a p o n  S l o t s :  2 ;
A d d i t i o n a l  S l o t :  5 ;  N o n p r o f i c i e n c y
Pena l ty :  4 ;  Nonweapon  Prof ic ienc ies :
5  A d d i t i o n a l  s l o t s :  3 .  A v a i l a b l e
Categor ies :  Genera l ,  Arcane .  Bonus
Prof i c i ency :  Re l ig ion .  Recommended
Prof ic ienc ies :  Forbidden Lore ,  S ix th
S e n s e

Desc r ip t i on :  Exo rc i s t s  a r e  r e l i-
g i o u s  s p e c i a l i s t s  w h o  a r e  t r a i n e d  a n d
e m p o w e r e d  t o  b a n i s h  e v i l  s p i r i t s .
U n l i k e  m o s t  r e l i g i o u s  f i g u r e s  o n
Goth ic  Ear th ,  exorc i s t s  do  have  sp i r i-
t ua l  power s  (mys t i c  spe l l s )  t o  he lp
t h e m  i n  t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l  w a r f a r e
aga in s t  ev i l .  Th rough  e l abo ra t e  r i t e s
t h e  e x o r c i s t  h o p e s  t o  d r i v e  a w a y  t h e
sp i r i t ua l  fo rces  o f  t he  Red  Dea th ,  p r e-
v e n t i n g  t h e m  f r o m  c a u s i n g  h a r m  t o
t h e  b o d i e s  a n d  s o u l s  o f  h u m a n i t y .
Spec i f i c  c rea tu res  tha t  exorc i s t s  a r e
p a r t i c u l a r l y  e f f e c t i v e  i n  c o m b a t i n g
i n c l u d e  g h o s t s ,  h a u n t s ,  o d e m s ,  c a r-
r ione t t e s ,  ghos t l igh t s ,  even  f i ends ,  a s
w e l l  a s  o t h e r  m o n s t e r s  c a p a b l e  o f
d o m i n a t i n g  o r  p o s s e s s i n g  t h e i r  v i c-
t i m s .  T h e y  a l s o  h a v e  h e i g h t e n e d  p o w-
e r s  a g a i n s t  a l l  f o r m s  o f  u n d e a d .

Rolep lay ing:  Exorc is t s  a re  se r ious
a b o u t  t h e i r  w o r k  a n d  v e r y  d e v o t e d  t o
the i r  r e l ig ion .  No t  a l l  o f  t hem a re
d o u r  a n d  g r i m ,  b u t  m o s t  a r e .
Gene ra l l y ,  exo rc i s t s  have  comple t ed
m a n y  y e a r s  o f  t r a i n i n g  t o  l e a r n  t h e i r
sk i l l s  and  pe r f ec t  t he i r  devo t ion .  Mos t
exo rc i s t s  shou ld  be  a t  l e a s t  m idd le -
a g e d .

Spec ia l  Benef i t s :  Exorc is t s  tu rn
u n d e a d  a s  i f  t h e y  w e r e  1  l e v e l  h i g h e r
than  the i r  ac tua l  l eve l .  S ince  Exorc i s t s
d e r i v e  t h e i r  m y s t i c a l  p o w e r s  f r o m  a
source  o f  good ,  they  a re  l e s s  l ike ly  to
a t t r a c t  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  R e d  D e a t h
wi th  the i r  spe l l cas t ing .  In  mos t  cases ,
t he  chance  o f  f a i l i ng  a  power s  check
i s  ha l f  wha t  i t  wou ld  no rma l ly  be  (
i . e . ,  one-ha l f  the  spe l l ' s  l eve l ,   round
up)  o r ,  i n  t he  ca se  o f  a  spe l l  f r om the
Nec roman t i c  sphe re ,  t he  spe l l ' s  l eve l .
The  excep t i on  t o  t h i s  r u l e  i s  de sc r i bed
u n d e r  s p e c i a l  h i n d r a n c e s ,  b e l o w .

S p e c i a l  H i n d r a n c e s :  T h e  n e x t
s p h e r e  l e a r n e d  b y  a n  e x o r c i s t  a f t e r
m a s t e r i n g  o r  a b a n d o n i n g  t h e  s p h e r e
of  Al l  mus t  be  Pro tec t ion .  Exorc is t s
mus t  be  Lawfu l  Good .  As  men t ioned

above ,  Exorc i s t s  a re  no t  a s  suscep t ib le
a s  mos t  cha r ac t e r s  t o  t he  ev i l  i n f l u-
ence  o f  t he  Red  Dea th  i n  t he i r  spe l l-
cas t ing .  However ,  i f  an  Exorc is t  does
b e t r a y  h i s  o r  h e r  f a i t h  b y  u s i n g  a  s p e l l
fo r  ev i l  pu rposes ,  t he  chance  o f  f a i l-
i ng  the  powers  check  i s  tw ice  wha t  i t
w o u l d  n o r m a l l y  b e  d o u b l e  t h e  s p e l l ' s
l eve l ,  o r  quad rup le  t he  l eve l  o f  a
Necromant ic  spe l l .  S imi la r ly ,  i f  an
Exorc i s t  i s  eve r  r equ i r ed  to  make  a
power s  check  because  o f  an  ev i l  a c t
s u c h  a s  t h e  u s e  o f  t o r t u r e  o r  t h e
k i l l i ng  o f  an  innocen t .

S p i r i t u a l i s t
Class:  Mystic
Abi l i ty  Req. :  In t  14
Pr ime  Req . :  Wisdom
Hit  Die :  d8
At tack  as :  Myst ic
Save as :  Myst ic
Advance  as :  Mys t ic
Exc  St rength? N o
Spell  Abil i ty? As Mystic
Exc Const i tu t ion?  No;  Star t ing  Cash:
2 d 6
P r o f i c i e n c i e s :  W e a p o n  S l o t s :  2 ;
A d d i t i o n a l  S l o t :  5 ;  N o n p r o f i c i e n c y
P e n a l t y :  - 4 ;  N o n w e a p o n  S l o t s :  5 ;
A d d i t i o n a l  S l o t :  - 4 .  A v a i l a b l e
Categor ies :  Genera l ,  Arcane .  Bonus
P r o f i c i e n c y :  A c a d e m i c i a n .
R e c o m m e n d e d  P r o f i c i e n c i e s :
F o r b i d d e n  L o r e ,  H i s t o r y ,  A n c i e n t
Language ,  Anc ien t  Re l ig ion

Descr ip t ion :  The  sp i r i tua l i s t  i s  a
s c i e n t i s t  d e v o t e d  t o  t h e  s t u d y  o f  m y s-
t i ca l  powers .  L ike  the  me taphys ic i an ,
h e  a p p l i e s  s c i e n t i f i c  m e t h o d  t o  e v e r y
endeavor .  To  the  sp i r i t ua l i s t ,  mag ic  i s
s imp ly  a  f i e ld  o f  s c i ence  tha t  has  ye t
t o  b e  e x p l o r e d .

R o l e p l a y i n g :  T h e  s p i r i t u a l i s t
t ends  t o  be  a r rogan t .  H i s  v i s ion  o f  t he
s p i r i t  w o r l d  m a k e s  h i m  f e e l  s u p e r i o r
t o  t h e  b l i n d n e s s  o f  t h e  c o m m o n  m a n .
Those  s c i en t i s t s  who  do  no t  r e cogn i ze
t h e  s u p e r n a t u r a l  a s  a  v a l i d  a r e a  f o r
r e s e a r c h  h e  c o n s i d e r s  t o  b e  i g n o r a n t
fools .  

Spec ia l  Benef i t s :  Whi le  he  may
a p p e a r  t o  b e  a  b o a s t f u l  f r a u d ,  t h e
sp i r i t ua l i s t  i s  eve ry  b i t  t he  expe r t  t ha t
he  c l a ims .  As  such ,  any  spe l l  cas t  by
such  a  cha rac te r  i s  e spec ia l ly  e f f ec-
t i v e .  T h e  g r e a t  a m o u n t  o f  t i m e  t h a t  h e
s p e n d s  s t u d y i n g  h i s  s p e l l s  i m p o s e s  a
p e n a l t y  o f  - 2  o n  a n y  s a v i n g  t h r o w s
m a d e  v e r s u s  h i s  m a g i c .

Spec ia l  H indrances :  The  sp i r i t ua l-
i s t ' s  m e t h o d s  m a k e  h i m  a  p e r f e c t i o n-
i s t .  He  t akes  h i s  t ime  when  cas t ing  a
s p e l l  a n d  d e v o t e s  e v e r y  t h o u g h t  t o
mak ing  su re  i t  i s  cas t  exac t ly  r igh t .
The  r e su l t  o f  t h i s  ded i ca t i on  i s  t ha t
spe l l s  cas t  by  a  sp i r i tua l i s t  t ake  50%
l o n g e r  t o  c a s t  t h a n  t h o s e  e m p l o y e d
b y  o t h e r  m y s t i c s .  W h e n  t h i s  r u l e
c o m e s  i n t o  p l a y ,  t h e  D M  s h o u l d
r o u n d  f r a c t i o n s  u p .

S h a m a n
Class:  Mystic
Abi l i ty  Req. :  Con 12
Pr ime  Req :  Wisdom
Hit  Die :  d8
At tack  as :  Myst ic
Save as :  Myst ic
Advance  as :  Mys t ic
Exc St rength?  No
Spell  Abil i ty? As Mystic
Exc Const i tut ion? Yes
S t a r t i n g  C a s h :  2 d 6
P r o f i c i e n c i e s :  W e a p o n  S l o t s :  2 ;
Addi t ional  S lo t :  5 ;
N o n p r o f i c i e n c y  P e n a l t y :  - 4 ;
Nonweapon  S lo t s :  5 ; A d d i t i o n a l
Slot :  3 .  Avai lable  Categor ies :  General ,
W i l d e r n e s s .  B o n u s  P r o f i c i e n c y :
Surv iva l .  Recommended  Pro f i c i enc ies :
A n y  w i l d e r n e s s

D e s c r i p t i o n :  T h e  s h a m a n  i s  a  r e p-
re sen ta t ive  o f  a  so -ca l l ed  p r imi t ive
peop le .  The  typ i ca l  c i t i z en  o f  t he
1 8 9 0 ' s ,  i n  b r a n d i n g  t h e  s h a m a n  a s
p r i m i t i v e ,  h a s  n o  i d e a  t h a t  t h e
s h a m a n ' s  a f f i n i t y  f o r  n a t u r e  a n d  t h e
w i l d  i s  a  f a r  g r e a t e r  t a l e n t  t h a n  t h e
supposed ly  c iv i l i zed  peop le  o f  Go th i c
Ear th  cou ld  eve r  guess .  Th i s  a f f in i ty
f o r  w i l d  t h i n g s  a n d  t h e  v i b r a n t  e n e r-
g ies  o f  l i f e  g ive  the  shaman  h i s  power .

R o l e p l a y i n g :  W h e t h e r  a  n a t i v e
A m e r i c a n ,  a n  A u s t r a l i a n  a b o r i g i n e ,  o r
a n  A f r i c a n  t r i b e s m a n ,  t h e  s h a m a n  i s  a
f o r c e  n o t  t o  b e  u n d e r e s t i m a t e d .  H i s
o u t l o o k  o n  l i f e  i s  n o t  t a i n t e d  b y  t h e
c r e a t u r e  c o m f o r t s  c o m m o n  t o  t h e
i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  E u r o p e  a n d  t h e  U n i t e d
S ta t e s .  I ndeed ,  he  l ooks  a t  t he se  peo-
p l e  w i t h  p i t y ,  f o r  t h e y  h a v e  b r o k e n
the i r  t i e s  wi th  na tu re .  To  l ive  l ike
they  do  wou ld  ce r t a in ly  k i l l  h im ,  fo r
t h e i r s  i s  a  d i s c o r d a n t  c u l t u r e .

Spec i a l  Bene f i t s :  The  shaman ' s
t i e s  t o  n a t u r e  a r e  s t r o n g  e n o u g h  t o  b e
s e n s e d  b y  m a n  a n d  a n i m a l  a l i k e .  A
c o m f o r t i n g  a u r a  p e r m e a t e s  t h i s  c h a r-
a c t e r  t h a t  s t r i k e s  a  c h o r d  i n  e v e n  t h e
m o s t  h a r d e n e d  c i t y  d w e l l e r .  A s  s u c h ,
a  s h a m a n ' s  n o r m a l  R e a c t i o n
A d j u s t m e n t  a n d  L o y a l t y  B a s e  ( a s
d e t e r m i n e d  b y  h i s  C h a r i s m a )  a r e
g i v e n  a  b o n u s  o f  + 2 .

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  s h a m a n  i s  e n t i-
t l e d  t o  m a k e  r e a c t i o n  c h e c k s  e v e n
w h e n  e n c o u n t e r i n g  c r e a t u r e s  o f  a n i-
ma l  o r  semi  In t e l l i gence .

S p e c i a l  H i n d r a n c e s :  T h e  s h a m a n
d o e s  n o t  f u l l y  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  s o -
c a l l e d  c i v i l i z e d  p e o p l e  o f  G o t h i c
Ear th .  As  such ,  he  i s  unab le  t o  l ea rn
any  o f  t he  Educa t iona l  p ro f i c i enc i e s .
T h e  p r o f i c i e n c i e s  i n  t h e  A r c a n e  g r o u p
a r e  n o t  c o n s i d e r e d  a v a i l a b l e  c a t e-
go r i e s  (he  mus t  a l l oca t e  ex t r a  s lo t s  t o
l e a r n  t h e m )  a n d  t h u s  a r e  m o r e  d i f f i-
c u l t  t o  a c q u i r e ,  b u t  h e  m u s t  s t i l l  p u r-
chase  the  Sp i r i t c r a f t  p ro f i c i ency .

❏
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The  fo l lowing  a re  gu ide l ines  fo r  in i-
t i a l l y  c r e a t i n g  y o u r  o w n  LIVING DEATH

c h a r a c t e r — a n d  f o r  e n h a n c i n g  t h a t
c h a r a c t e r  w h e n  y o u  p l a y  i n  o f f i c i a l
t o u r n a m e n t s  a n d  g a i n  e x p e r i e n c e
p o i n t s  a n d  o t h e r  b e n e f i t s .  Y o u  a r e
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  k e e p i n g  a  c o p y  o f  y o u r
cha rac t e r  and  a  l i s t  o f  a l l  t he  i t ems ,
w e a l t h ,  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e  p o i n t s  h e  o r
s h e  e a r n s  d u r i n g  t o u r n a m e n t  p l a y .
Y o u  m u s t  b e  a b l e  t o  p r o v i d e  a
T r e a s u r e  C e r t i f i c a t e  t o  p r o v e  t h a t
y o u r  c h a r a c t e r  h a s  e a r n e d  a n y  s p e c i a l
t r e a s u r e  a p p e a r i n g  o n  y o u r  c h a r a c t e r
s h e e t .

All LIVING DEATH c h a r a c t e r s  m u s t  f i t
t he  AD&D 2nd  Ed i t i on  ru l e s  a s  mod i-
f i e d  b y  t h e  M a s q u e  o f  t h e  R e d  D e a t h
c a m p a i g n  e x p a n s i o n  f o r  t h e  RAVENLOFT

game  ru le s ,  a s  we l l  a s  the  spec ia l  cam-
pa ign  ru les  in  th i s  P layer  Pack .  Fo l low
t h e s e  s t e p s  t o  c r e a t e  y o u r  o w n  LIVING

DEATH c h a r a c t e r :

1. Select a Class and Kit
All LIVING DEATH c h a r a c t e r s  m u s t  b e
h u m a n ,  b u t  a l l  o f  t h e  c l a s s e s  a n d  k i t s
i n  t h e  M a s q u e  o f  t h e  R e d  D e a t h b o x e d
se t  a re  ava i l ab le  fo r  p l ay .  (Add i t iona l
k i t s  w i l l  become  ava i l ab le  a s  the  cam-
pa ign  p rog re s se s . )  Dua l - c l a s sed  cha r-
a c t e r s  a r e  p e r m i t t e d ,  b u t  LIVING DEATH

c h a r a c t e r s  m a y  c h a n g e  c l a s s e s  o n l y
o n c e ,  a f t e r  w h i c h  t h e y  m a y  n o t
c h a n g e  a g a i n  n o r  e a r n  e x p e r i e n c e  i n
t h e  f o r m e r  c l a s s .

2. Choose an Alignment
In  Goth ic  Ear th ,  a  charac te r ’ s  a l ign-
m e n t  i s  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  i n  o t h e r
LIVING Sett ings.  All  LIVING DEATH PCs
m u s t  b e  o f  G o o d  a l i g n m e n t ,  b u t  t h e y
may  be  Lawfu l ,  Neu t ra l ,  o r  Chao t ic .
A n y  LIVING DEATH P C  w h o s e  a l i g n m e n t
sh i f t s  t o  Neu t r a l  su f f e r s  pena l t i e s  un t i l
s h e  r e t u r n s  t o  a  G o o d  a l i g n m e n t .

C h a r a c t e r s  w h o s e  a l i g n m e n t  s h i f t s  t o
e v i l  a r e  i m m e d i a t e l y  a n d  p e r m a n e n t l y
c o n s i d e r e d  N P C s  a n d  m a y  n o  l o n g e r
b e  p l a y e d  i n  LIVING DEATH t o u r n a-
m e n t s .  G u i d e l i n e s  f o r  a d j u d i c a t i n g
a l i g n m e n t  s h i f t s  a p p e a r  i n  t h e  j u d g e s
gu ide l ines ,  a s  we l l  a s  i n  adven tu res .

T h i s  a l i g n m e n t  r e s t r i c t i o n  d o e s
n o t  m e a n  t h a t  y o u  c a n n o t  p l a y  a
t o u g h  o r  “ e d g y ”  c h a r a c t e r .  A l l  h e r o e s
i n  t h e  LIVING DEATH s e t t i n g  a r e  m o t i v a t-
e d  b y  g o o d  r e a s o n s  t o  o p p o s e  t h e  e v i l
o f  t he  Red  Dea th  and  a l l  i t s  m in ions .

3. Assign Ability Scores
Y o u  h a v e  7 2  p o i n t s  t o  d i v i d e  a m o n g
y o u r  c h a r a c t e r ’ s  S t r e n g t h ,
I n t e l l i g e n c e ,  W i s d o m ,  D e x t e r i t y ,
C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  a n d  C h a r i s m a  s c o r e s .
S c o r e s  m a y  r a n g e  f r o m  3 – 1 8 ,  b u t  n o
two  sco re s  may  be  t he  s ame .  Thus ,  PCs
may  have  on ly  one  Ab i l i t y  Score  o f  18 .
Cha rac t e r s  beg in  a t  f i r s t  l eve l  and
m u s t  m e e t  t h e  m i n i m u m  s t a t i s t i c
scores  fo r  the i r  c l a s ses  and  k i t s .

4. Select Proficiencies
N o t e  t h a t  w h e n  u s i n g  t h e  o p t i o n a l
p ro f i c i enc ie s  ru l e ,  PCs  do  no t  acqu i r e
l a n g u a g e s  b e y o n d  t h e i r  o n e  n a t i v e
t o n g u e  e x c e p t  b y  s p e n d i n g  p r o f i c i e n-
cy  s lo ts .  Al l  prof ic ienc ies  l i s ted  in  the
M a s q u e  o f  t h e  R e d  D e a t h b o x e d  s e t
a re  ava i l ab le  fo r  u se .  Add i t iona l  p ro f i-
c i enc ie s  wi l l  be  made  ava i l ab le  a s  t he
c a m p a i g n  p r o g r e s s e s ,  i n  s o m e  c a s e s
a l l o w i n g  c h a r a c t e r s  t o  g a i n  m o r e  p r o-
f i c i e n c i e s  t h a n  t h e y  n o r m a l l y  w o u l d
b e  a l l o w e d .

5. Select Equipment
LIVING DEATH PCs  beg in  p l ay  wi th  the
m a x i m u m  p o s s i b l e  m o n e y  d e s c r i b e d
fo r  t he i r  c l a s s  i n  t he  M a s q u e  o f  t h e
R e d  D e a t h ru l e s .  You  may  use  t h i s
m o n e y  t o  p u r c h a s e  a n y  e q u i p m e n t
f r o m  t h e  M a s q u e  o f  t h e  R e d  D e a t h
r u l e  b o o k .  T h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  s o m e
a d v e n t u r e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  m a y  p r e c l u d e
t h e  u s e  o f  u n c o n c e a l e d  w e a p o n s  o r
exp los ives .

6. Describe the Character
S i n c e  p r o b l e m  s o l v i n g  a n d  r o l e - p l a y-
i n g  a r e  e v e n  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  i n  t h e
LIVING DEATH c a m p a i g n  t h a n  i n  o t h e r s ,
y o u r  c h a r a c t e r  s h o u l d  h a v e  a  d i s t i n c-
t i v e  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  a  m e m o r a b l e  a p p e a r-
a n c e ,  a n d  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  h i s t o r y .
B e f o r e  y o u r  LIVING DEATH c h a r a c t e r  i s
d o n e , c o m p l e t e  t h e  p h y s i c a l  d e s c r i p-
t i o n ,  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  a n d  b a c k g r o u n d  s e c-
t i o n s  o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  s h e e t .  T h e s e

d e s c r i p t i o n s  c a n  b e  a s  s p a r s e  o r  a s
e l abo ra t e  a s  you  l i ke ,  bu t  a l l  back-
g r o u n d s  s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  t w o  e l e m e n t s :
❋ A t  s o m e  t i m e  i n  y o u r  c h a r a c t e r ’ s
p a s t ,  s h e  h a s  h a d  a n  e n c o u n t e r  w i t h
t h e  s u p e r n a t u r a l .  T h e  e x p e r i e n c e
c o u l d  b e  a s  s u b t l e  a s  a  n i g h t  s p e n t
l o c k e d  i n  a  p r e s u m a b l y  h a u n t e d
h o u s e ,  o r  a s  e x t r e m e  a s  a  p e r s o n a l
encoun te r  w i th  a  we rewo l f .  Rega rd l e s s
o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  e n c o u n t e r ,  i t
i n s t i l l ed  a  l a s t i ng  f ea r  o f  and  oppos i-
t i o n  t o  e v i l  a n d  t h e  s u p e r n a t u a l .
( I ron ica l ly ,  many  L iv ing  Dea th  cha rac-
t e r s  wi l l  t hemse lves  possess  knowl-
e d g e  o f  t h e  m y s t i c  a r t s  o r  b o r d e r l i n e
s u p e r n a t u r a l  a b i l i t i e s  k n o w n  a s
k n a c k s . )
❋ S o m e t i m e  a f t e r  y o u r  c h a r a c t e r ’ s
u n u s u a l  e n c o u n t e r ,  s h e  r e c e i v e d  a
c ryp t i c  message  i nv i t i ng  he r  t o  j o in  a
s e c r e t i v e  g r o u p ,  a  q a b a l  e s t a b l i s h e d  t o
oppose  ev i l  i n  a l l  i t s  fo rms ,  bu t  e spe-
c i a l l y  t h o s e  s u p e r n a t u r a l  p h e n o m e n a
w h i c h  s e e m  t o  b e  o c c u r i n g  w i t h  m o r e
f r e q u e n c y  a s  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y
a p p r o a c h e s .  W h i l e  y o u r  c h a r a c t e r
l e a r n e d  n o t h i n g  m o r e  a b o u t  t h e
g r o u p ,  s h e  k n o w s  t h a t  t h e i r  s i g n  i s  t h e
w h i t e  r o s e ,  a n d  t h a t  w h e n  t h e y  n e e d
h i s  he lp ,  she  sha l l  be  con t ac t ed  aga in .

KKnnaacckkss
H e r o e s  i n  t h e  LIVING DEATH s e t t i n g  a r e
a l r e a d y  m u c h  m o r e  s k i l l e d  t h a n  o r d i-
n a r y  p e o p l e .  B u t  s i n c e  t h e s e  c h a r a c-
t e r s ,  a s  the  e l i t e  fo rces  o f  good  who
o p p o s e  t h e  R e d  D e a t h ,  o f t e n  b r u s h  u p
a g a i n s t  t h e  p e c u l i a r  a n d  s u p e r n a t u r a l ,
t h e y  o f t e n  a c q u i r e  u n u s u a l  a n d  e v e n
s t r a n g e  t a l e n t s  t h a n  a r e  t y p i c a l  o f
M a s q u e  o f  t h e  R e d  D e a t h p l a y e r  c h a r-
ac t e r s .  He re  a r e  some  spec i a l  p ro f i-
c i enc ie s—some more  l ike  spec ia l  pow-
e r s—which  he roes  i n  t he  L iv ing  Dea th
c a m p a i g n  m a y  u s e .

D e s p i t e  t h e  n a m e ,  t h e s e  k n a c k s
o p e r a t e  e x a c t l y  a s  p r o f i c i e n c i e s .
H e r o e s  m a y  a c q u i r e  t h e m  j u s t  a s  t h e y
do  o rd ina ry  p ro f i c i enc i e s .  Succes s  o r
f a i l u r e  o f  a  knack  i s  ba sed  on  a  p ro f i-
c i ency  check .  No te  t ha t  a  na tu r a l  r o l l
o f  20  a lways  causes  a  knack  to  fa i l ,
s o m e t i m e s  w i t h  u n d e s i r a b l e  r e s u l t s .  I n
m a n y  c a s e s ,  t h e  k n a c k  d e s c r i p t i o n s
a p p e a r  i n  g e n e r a l  t e r m s  ( i . e . ,  a  h e r o
w i t h  k e e n  s e n s e — h e a r i n g  h a s  t h e  b e s t
p o s s i b l e  h u m a n  h e a r i n g ) .  T h e  e x a c t
l imi t s  o f  t hese  knacks  wi l l  appea r  i n
t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  i n d i v i d u a l  e n c o u n t e r s
o f  LIVING D EATH t o u r n a m e n t s .  F o r
e x a m p l e ,  i n  o n e  e n c o u n t e r  a n  a u t h o r

Hit Point Advancement
LIVING DEATH P C s  h a v e  m a x i m u m  h i t  p o i n t s  a t

f i r s t  l eve l .  At  each  addi t iona l  leve l ,  LIVING

DEATH P C s  g a i n  h i t  p o i n t s  b a s e d  o n  t h e i r

b a s e  h i t  d i e  t y p e :

Class H D  T y p e HPS/  Level

S o l d i e r d 1 0 7

Mys t i c d 8 5

T r a d e s m a n d 6 4

A d e p t d 4 2

Hi t  po in t s  fo r  h igh  Cons t i t u t i on  s co re s  a r e

added  t o  t he se  ba se  f i gu re s .  Fo r  examp le ,  a

so ld i e r  (war r io r  c l a s s )  w i th  a  17  Cons t i t u t i on

g a i n s  1 0  h p s  p e r  l e v e l  b e y o n d  f i r s t .
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may  wr i t e  fo r  the  DM,  “Heroes  wi th
k e e n  s e n s e – h e a r i n g  m a y  d e t e c t  t h e
s o u n d  o f  b r e a t h i n g  f r o m  t h e  c l o s e d
w a r d r o b e . ”

S i n c e  t h e y  a r e  u n u s u a l  a n d  o f t e n
p o w e r f u l ,  k n a c k s  c o s t  m o r e  s l o t s  t h a n
o t h e r  p r o f i c i e n c i e s .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  a
LIVING DEATH h e r o  m a y  b e g i n  t h e  g a m e
w i t h  o n l y  o n e  k n a c k .  T h e  h e r o  m a y
g a i n  a d d i t i o n a l  k n a c k s  o n l y  w h e n  h e
a c q u i r e s  a  n e w  n o n w e a p o n  p r o f i c i e n-
cy  s lo t  by  advanc ing  in  l eve l .  For
e x a m p l e ,  a  s o l d i e r  ( w a r r i o r )  c h a r a c t e r
m a y  b e g i n  a t  f i r s t  l e v e l  w i t h  o n e
k n a c k .  T h e r e a f t e r ,  h e  m a y  n o t  g a i n
a n o t h e r  k n a c k  u n t i l  r e a c h i n g  t h i r d
l e v e l ;  e v e n  t h e n ,  h e  m u s t  h a v e  s a v e d
one  p ro f i c i ency  s l o t  i n  o rde r  t o  ga in  a
knack  tha t  cos t s  two  s lo t s ,  o r  have
s a v e d  t w o  t o  g a i n  o n e  t h a t  c o s t s  t h r e e .
A  p l a y e r  m a y  “ r e s e r v e ”  a s  m a n y  p r o f i-
c i ency  s lo t s  a s  des i r ed .

A m b i d e x t e r i t y:  T h i s  k n a c k  d o e s  n o t
a l l ow  a  he ro  t o  f i gh t  w i th  a  weapon  i n
e a c h  h a n d  w i t h o u t  p e n a l t y  ( i t  d o e s
r e d u c e  t h e  p e n a l t y  b y  2 ,  f o r  a - 0  / - 2
pena l ty ) .  Ra the r ,  i t  a l l ows  a  he ro  to
u s e  e i t h e r  h a n d  a s  h i s  “ l e a d ”  h a n d .
F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  a n  a m b i d e x t r o u s  c h a r a c-
t e r  w i t h  o n l y  o n e  h a n d  f r e e  c o u l d  u s e
i t  a t  n o  p e n a l t y  t o  t h r o w  a  c o a t  b u t t o n
though  h i s  t he  ba r s  o f  h i s  p r i son  ce l l .
L ikewise ,  a  war r io r  f enc ing  l e f t -hand-
e d  c o u l d  c h a n g e  h a n d s  w i t h o u t  p e n a l-
t y ;  b u t  s h o u l d  h e  c h o o s e  t o  f i g h t  w i t h
a  w e a p o n  i n  e a c h  h a n d ,  h e  m u s t  s t i l l
d e s i g n a t e  o n e  a s  t h e  “ l e a d ”  h a n d .

A n i m a l  A f f i n i t y:  S imi l a r  t o  t he
r ange r ’ s  ab i l i t y  t o  mod i fy  t he  r eac t i on
o f  an ima l s ,  t h i s  knack  a l l ows  the  he ro
t o  m o d i f y  t h e  r e a c t i o n  o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r
c a t e g o r y  o f  a n i m a l  ( d o g s ,  w o l v e s ,
d o m e s t i c  c a t s ,  g r e a t  c a t s ,  h o r s e s ,
b i rds ,  e tc . ) .  A  success fu l  p rof ic iency
c h e c k  r e q u i r e s  t h e  a n i m a l  t o  m a k e  a
sav ing  th row vs .  rods .  Fa i lu re  o f  the
s a v i n g  t h r o w  m e a n s  t h a t  t h e  h e r o  c a n
m o v e  t h e  a n i m a l ’ s  r e a c t i o n  u p  t o  t w o
ca t ego r i e s  ( f rom hos t i l e  t o  cau t ious ,
o r  f rom cau t ious  to  f r i end ly ) .  Even  i f
the  sav ing  th row fa i l s ,  a s  l ong  a s  the
hero’s  ro l l  fo r  an imal  a f f in i ty  was  suc-
cess fu l ,  t he  an ima l  in  ques t ion  wi l l
p r e f e r  t o  a t t a c k  o t h e r s  b e f o r e  t h e
h e r o .  

Fa i lu re  o f  t he  p ro f i c i ency  check
m e a n s  t h a t  t h e  a n i m a l ’ s  r e a c t i o n  s i m-
p l y  d o e s  n o t  c h a n g e ,  t h o u g h  a  n a t u r a l
ro l l  o f  20  ac tua l l y  wor sens  t he  an i-
m a l ’ s  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  h e r o  b y  t w o  c a t-
ego r i e s .

C a l c u l a t o r:  Heroes  wi th  th i s  knack
a re  ab l e  t o  c a l cu l a t e  a r i t hme t i c  va lue s
wi th  l i gh tn ing  speed .  Those  w i th  t h i s
t a l en t  c an  ba l ance  l ong  t ab l e s  o f  ca l-
c u l a t i o n s  i n  t h e i r  h e a d s  i n  o n e - t e n t h
t h e  t i m e  i t  w o u l d  t a k e  a n  o r d i n a r y
p e r s o n .  F a i l u r e  o f  t h e  p r o f i c i e n c y

check  i nd i ca t e s  t ha t  t he  ca l cu l a t i on  i s
d r a m a t i c a l l y  i n c o r r e c t ,  b u t  t h e  h e r o
r e a l i z e s  h e  h a s  b e c o m e  m u d d l e d .  I f
t h e  c h e c k  f a i l s  o n  a  n a t u r a l  2 0 ,  t h e
he ro  i s  qu i t e  c e r t a i n  t ha t  he  i s  co r r ec t ,
e v e n  t h o u g h  h e  i s  a b s o l u t e l y  w r o n g .

C o n n o i s s e u r:  H e r o e s  w i t h  t h i s
knack  a r e  exce l l en t  j udges  o f  pa in t i ng ,
cu i s ine ,  w inemak ing ,  o r  b rewing .  No te
tha t  t h i s  i s  no t  s imp ly  a  spec i a l  i n t e r-
e s t s  p r o f i c i e n c y ;  r a t h e r  t h a n  s i m p l y
convey ing  knowledge  o f  t he  sub j ec t ,
t h i s  knack  g ive s  t he  he ro  an  exqu i s i t e
apprec ia t ion  fo r  the  a r t  o f  h i s  f i e ld .  I f
t h e  h e r o  h a s  b o t h  a  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  i n
a  f i e ld  and  i s  a l so  a  conno i s seur  o f  i t ,
t h e n  e i t h e r  p r o f i c i e n c y  c h e c k  i s  m a d e
a t  a  + 2  b o n u s .

On  a  success fu l  p ro f i c i ency  check ,
t h e  h e r o  m a y  n o t  o n l y  i d e n t i f y  t h e
pecu l ia r  qua l i t i e s  o f  the  work  ( i . e . ,
n a m i n g  t h e  v i n e y a r d  a n d  y e a r  o f  a
w i n e ) ,  b u t  m a y  a l s o  m a k e  f i n e  v a l u e
j u d g m e n t s  a n d  c o m m e n t a r y  a b o u t  t h e
work .  Th is  knack  i s  e spec ia l ly  use fu l
i n  d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n
a n  o r i g i n a l  o r  a u t h e n t i c  w o r k  a n d  a n
i m i t a t i o n .

W h e n  f i r s t  t a k e n ,  t h i s  k n a c k  m u s t
b e  l i m i t e d  t o  a  p a r t i c u l a r  c a t e g o r y :
c u i s i n e  o f  a  n a t i o n ,  w i n e ,  b e e r ,
l i q u o r s ,  p a i n t i n g ,  s c u l p t u r e ,  m u s i c ,
a n d  s o  f o r t h .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  h e r o
m a y  s p e c i a l i z e  i n  a  p a r t i c u l a r  s u b c a t e-
go ry  o f  t he  chosen  ca t ego ry ,  be  i t
T u s c a n  c u i s i n e  ( r a t h e r  t h a n  j u s t
I t a l i a n ) ,  B e l g i a n  b r e w i n g ,  1 6 t h
Cen tu ry  scu lp tu re ,  e t c .  In  h i s  spec i a l-
i z e d  c a t e g o r y ,  t h e  h e r o  g a i n s  a  + 2
b o n u s  t o  t h e  p r o f i c i e n c y  c h e c k .
Fa i lu r e  o f  a  conno i s seu r  p ro f i c i ency
c h e c k  m e a n s  t h a t  t h e  h e r o  h a s  f a i l e d
t o  g r a s p  s o m e  i m p o r t a n t  q u a l i t i e s  o f
the  work ;  f a i l u r e  on  a  na tu ra l  r o l l  o f
2 0  m e a n s  t h a t  t h e  h e r o  m a k e s  a  b l i n d-
i n g l y  b a d  j u d g m e n t — p o t e n t i a l l y
e m b a r r a s s i n g  i f  o t h e r  c o n n o i s s e u r s  o f
t h e  s a m e  f i e l d  a r e  p r e s e n t .

E s t i m a t o r:  Those  w i th  t h i s  knack
c a n  m a k e  q u i c k  a n d  a c c u r a t e  g u e s s e s
a b o u t  a  c h o s e n  v a l u e .  W h e n  a  h e r o
f i r s t  t h i s  t a l en t ,  i t  mus t  be  fo r  on ly
o n e  o f  t h o s e  t h r e e  v a l u e s :  n u m b e r s ,
weights ,  o r  d i s tances .  I t  i s  poss ib le  for
a  h e r o  t o  t a k e  t h i s  k n a c k  a  s e c o n d
t ime  i n  a  d i f f e r en t  va lue .

N u m b e r s  e s t i m a t o r s  m a y  g u e s s
t h e  n u m b e r  o f  b o o k s  o n  a  s h e l f  o r  t h e
n u m b e r  o f  p e d e s t r i a n s  o n  a  b u s y
s t r ee t .  We igh t  e s t ima to r s  o f t en  work
a t  s i d e s h o w s  b u t  c a n  a l s o  g u e s s  t h e
w e i g h t s  o f  m u c h  l a r g e r  o b j e c t s  t h a n
h u m a n  b e i n g s .  D i s t a n c e  e s t i m a t o r s
a r e  va lued  a s  s cou t s  i n  t he  mi l i t a ry .

On  a  success fu l  p ro f i c i ency  check ,
e s t i m a t o r s  c a n  g u e s s  v a l u e s  w i t h i n
1 0 %  ( r o l l  1 d 1 0 )  o f  t h e  a c t u a l  v a l u e
a f t e r  1 – 4  r o u n d s  o f  o b s e r v a t i o n .
F a i l u r e  m e a n s  t h a t  t h e  e s t i m a t o r  i s

unce r t a in  and  r ea l i z e s  i t ;  f a i l u r e  on  a
n a t u r a l  r o l l  o f  2 0  m e a n s  t h a t  t h e  h e r o
i s  2 0 – 8 0 %   i n a c c u r a t e  b u t  i s  s u r e  t h a t
he  i s  co r r ec t .

F e i g n  D e a t h:  A successfu l  use  of  th is
k n a c k  p l a c e s  t h e  h e r o  i n  t h e  s a m e
c a t a l e p t i c  s t a t e  c r e a t e d  b y  t h e  t h i r d -
l eve l  w iza rd  spe l l  o f  t he  s ame  name .
T h e  h e r o  c a n  m a i n t a i n  t h e  f e i g n  d e a t h
c o n d i t i o n  f o r  u p  t o  o n e  h o u r  p l u s  o n e
t u r n  p e r  p o i n t  u n d e r  h i s  k n a c k  s c o r e
he  ro l l ed  on  t he  check .  Fo r  examp le ,  a
c h a r a c t e r  w i t h  a  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  1 3
( a n d  t h u s  a  k n a c k  s c o r e  o f  1 2 )  r o l l s  a
9  o n  h i s  c h e c k .  H e  m a y  f e i g n  d e a t h  f o r
o n e  h o u r  a n d  t h r e e  ( 1 2 _ 9 = 3 )  t u r n s .

Fa i lu re  o f  t he  p ro f i c i ency  check
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  h e r o  c a n n o t  a c h i e v e
t h e  c a t a l e p t i c  s t a t e  a n d  i s  m e r e l y
“p lay ing  dead . ”  A  succes s fu l  Cha r i sma
check  a l l ows  t he  ru se  t o  conv ince  a
c a s u a l  v i e w e r ,  b u t  f a i l u r e  m e a n s  t h a t
t h e  h e r o  i n a d v e r t e n t l y  g i v e s  a w a y
some te l l - t a le  s ign  o f  l i f e  (b rea th ing ,
movemen t  o f  t he  eye l i d s ,  e t c . ) .  On  a
n a t u r a l  r o l l  o f  2 0 ,  t h e  h e r o  n o t  o n l y
fa i l s  t o  f e ign  dea th  bu t  a l so  makes
some  c l ea r  s ign  tha t  he  l i ves  ( a  sneeze ,
f o r  i n s t a n c e ) .

K e e n  S e n s e:  Heroes  wi th  th i s  knack
mus t  choose  one  o f  t he  f i ve  ba s i c  s ens-
e s  to  enhance :  s igh t ,  hea r ing ,  sme l l ,
t a s t e ,  o r  t ouch .  Th i s  knack  g ives  t he
h e r o  t h e  h i g h e s t  p o s s i b l e  h u m a n  p e r-
c e p t i o n  w i t h  t h e  c h o s e n  s e n s e .  A  h e r o
wi th  keen  sense—sigh t  can  see  a s  f a r
a n d  a s  c l e a r l y  a s  t h e  b e s t  s h a r p s h o o t-
e r ;  one  w i th  keen  s ense—tas t e  c an
d e t e c t  t h e  m o s t  s u b t l e  t r a c e  o f  p o i s o n
i n  h i s  d i n n e r ,  a s  l o n g  a s  a  h u m a n
c o u l d  d o  s o .

F a i l u r e  o f  t h i s  k n a c k  i n d i c a t e s
t h a t  t h e  h e r o ’ s  s e n s e s  o p e r a t e  n o  b e t-
t e r  t h a n  h u m a n  a v e r a g e ,  n o t  t h a t  t h e
h e r o  b e c o m e s  d e s e n s i t i z e d  o r  g a i n s
f a l s e  i n fo rma t ion .  He roes  who  beg in
t h e  g a m e  w i t h  t h i s  k n a c k  m a y  l a t e r
u p g r a d e  i t  t o  u n c a n n y  s e n s e  b y
a s s i g n i n g  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  p r o f i c i e n c y
s lo t  to  i t .

K n a c k s
P r o f i c i e n c y / #  o f  R e l e v a n t C h e c k
K n a c k Slo ts Abi l i ty M o d i f i e r
A m b i d e x t e r i t y 2 n / a n / a
Animal  Aff in i ty 3 Wis - 2
C a l c u l a t o r  2 I n t - 3
C o n n o i s s e u r 2 Wis - 2
E s t i m a t o r 2 Wis - 3
F e i g n  D e a t h 3 C o n - 1
Keen  Sense 2 C o n - 2
Light  S leeper 3 Wis 0
Mimicry ,  Voice 3 Wis - 2
M i m i c r y ,  S o u n d s 2 Wis 0
Pe r f ec t  Memory ,  

A u d i t o r y 2 I n t - 1
Visua l 3 I n t - 2

Per fec t  P i t ch 2 Wis 0
S p e e d  R e a d i n g 2 I n t - 1
U n c a n n y  S e n s e 3 Co n - 2



L i g h t  S l e e p e r:  H e r o e s  w i t h  t h i s
k n a c k  a r e  w a k e n e d  b y  t h e  s l i g h t e s t
d i s t u r b a n c e  n e a r b y .  W h e n e v e r  a n
a s s a i l a n t  s n e a k s  u p  u p o n  a  l i g h t  s l e e p-
e r ,  t h e  s l e e p e r  m a y  m a k e  a  k n a c k
check .  Succes s  i nd i ca t e s  t ha t  t he  he ro
w a k e s  i n s t a n t l y  a n d  i s  c o m p l e t e l y
a w a r e  o f  h i s  s u r r o u n d i n g s  w i t h o u t  t h e
u s u a l  g r o g g i n e s s  a n d  d i s o r i e n t a t i o n .
F a i l u r e  m e a n s  t h a t  t h e  h e r o  h a s  n o r-
ma l  chances  t o  wake  ( i f  any  a r e  g iven
i n  t h e  s c e n a r i o ) ;  f a i l u r e  o n  a  n a t u r a l
2 0  m e a n s  t h a t  t h e  h e r o  c a n  b e  a w a k-
e n e d  o n l y  b y  l o u d  s o u n d s  o r  s h a k i n g .

M i m i c r y ,  S o u n d s:  Th i s  knack  l e t s
t h e  h e r o  i m i t a t e  n o n - a r t i c u l a t e d
s o u n d s  s u c h  a s  t h e  c a l l  o f  a  b i r d ,  t h e
c l i ck  o f  a  p i s to l  cock ing ,  o r  the  sound
o f  t e a r i n g  p a p e r .  I n  t h e  c a s e  o f  k n o w n
a n i m a l s  o r  s o u n d s  t h e  h e r o  h a s  h e a r d
be fo re ,  a  success fu l  p ro f i c i ency  check
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  s o u n d  i s  i n d i s t i n-
gu i shab le  f rom the  o r ig ina l .  I f  t he
h e r o  w i s h e s ,  h e  c a n  i m i t a t e  t h e  p a r t i c-
u l a r l y  a n n o y i n g  b a r k  o f  M r s .
W h i m s l e y ’ s  E n g l i s h  t e r r i e r  o r  t h e
f ami l i a r  cough  o f  J ames ,  he r  bu t l e r .
F a i l u r e  o f  m e a n s  t h a t  t h e  m i m i c r y  i s
u n c o n v i n c i n g .

M i m i c r y ,  V o i c e:  M u c h  m o r e
r e f i n e d  t h a n  s o u n d  m i m i c r y ,  v o i c e
m i m i c r y  a l l o w s  t h e  h e r o  t o  i m i t a t e
e x a c t l y  t h e  v o i c e  o f  a n o t h e r  p e r s o n .
T h e  h e r o  m u s t  h a v e  h a d  t h e  o p p o r t u-
n i t y  t o  h e a r  t h e  v o i c e  o f  t h e  o n e  h e
wishes  to  imi ta t e .  I f  t he  vo ice  has  been
h e a r d  o n l y  o n c e  f o r  n o  m o r e  t h a n  a
f ew minu te s ,  t he  p ro f i c i ency  check  i s
m a d e  a t  a  - 6  p e n a l t y .  I f  t h e  h e r o  h a s
h e a r d  t h e  v o i c e  h e  w i s h e s  t o  i m i t a t e
f o r  a t  l e a s t  a n  h o u r ,  t h e  r o l l  i s  m a d e  a t
a  -4  pena l ty .  I f  t he  he ro  i s  a t  l eas t
c a s u a l l y  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  h i s  i n t e n d e d
s u b j e c t  a n d  h a s  h e a r d  t h e  v o i c e  s e v e r-
a l  t imes  fo r  hour s  a t  a  t ime ,  t he  ro l l  i s

made  a t  on ly  a  - 2  pena l t y .  On ly  i f  t he
he ro  i s  ve ry  f ami l i a r  w i th  h i s  sub jec t
( a c q u a i n t e d  f o r  m o n t h s )  d o e s  t h e  r o l l
s u f f e r  n o  p e n a l t y .

P e r f e c t  P i t c h:  Those  w i th  t h i s  knack
c a n  i d e n t i f y  a n y  s i n g l e  n o t e  p l a y e d  o r
s u n g  w i t h  p e r f e c t  a c c u r a c y .  I f  t h e  h e r o
a l so  has  t he  s ing ing  p ro f i c i ency ,  he
c a n  d u p l i c a t e  a n y  p a r t i c u l a r  n o t e  a t
w i l l .  Fu r the rmore ,  i f  t he  he ro  makes  a
success fu l  p ro f i c i ency  check  a t  a  -4
p e n a l t y ,  h e  c a n  p r o d u c e  a  n o t e  c a p a-
b l e  o f  sha t t e r ing  th in  g l a s s  w i th in  a
2 0 ’  r a n g e .

P e r f e c t  M e m o r y:  H e r o e s  m a y  g a i n
th i s  knack  i n  one  o f  two  a r ea s :  aud i t o-
r y  o r  v i s u a l  m e m o r y .  T h o s e  w i s h i n g  t o
h a v e  b o t h  k n a c k s  m u s t  a c q u i r e  t h e m
separa te ly .  A  success fu l  ro l l  wi th  th i s
p r o f i c i e n c y  a l l o w s  t h e  h e r o  t o  r e m e m-
b e r  a n y  k e y  b i t  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h e
p l a y e r  m a y  h a v e  f o r g o t t e n .  F o r
i n s t a n c e ,  a  p l a y e r  w h o s e  d e t e c t i v e
h e r o  h a s  p e r f e c t  a u d i t o r y  m e m o r y
m a y  a s k  t h e  D M  w h e t h e r  t h e  v o i c e  h e
h e a r d  f r o m  b e h i n d  a  c u r t a i n  s e e m e d
f a m i l i a r ,  o r  w h e t h e r  h e  h a d  h e a r d  t h e
m u s i c  p l a y i n g  i n  t h e  h o t e l  l o b b y
b e f o r e .

I n  c a s e s  i n  w h i c h  t h e  h e r o  m a y
h a v e  s u b c o n s c i o u s l y  o b s e r v e d  s o m e-
t h i n g  b u t  t h e  p l a y e r  d i d  n o t  s p e c i f i-
ca l ly  s ta te  so  ( i . e . ,  the  hero  v i s i t ed  a
house ,  bu t  t he  p l aye r  d idn ’ t  spec i f i c a l-
l y  s t a t e  he  was  l ook ing  a t  t he  add re s s ) ,
t he  DM may  a l l ow a  p ro f i c i ency  check
a t  a  — 1 0  p e n a l t y .

S p e e d  R e a d i n g:  A  he ro  wi th  th i s
t a l e n t  c a n  r e a d  a n d  c o m p r e h e n d  a n y
l a n g u a g e  h e  a l r e a d y  u n d e r s t a n d s  t e n
t imes  a s  qu i ck ly  a s  no rma l .  A  book
t h a t  w o u l d  n o r m a l l y  t a k e  f o u r  h o u r s
t o  r e a d  w o u l d  t a k e  t h e  s p e e d  r e a d e r
o n l y  2 4  m i n u t e s .  W h i l e  t h e  h e r o  w i t h
t h i s  k n a c k  r e t a i n s  w h a t  h e  h a s  r e a d

j u s t  a s  w e l l  a s  a n y o n e  w h o  h a d  r e a d  i t
a t  t h e  n o r m a l  r a t e ,  t h i s  t a l e n t  d o e s  n o t
c o n v e y  a n y  s p e c i a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o r
r e t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l  r e a d .

U n c a n n y  S e n s e:  This  knack i s  l ike
k e e n  s e n s e ,  b u t  a  h e r o  w i t h  u n c a n n y
s e n s e  e x c e e d s  e v e n  t h e  h i g h e s t  h u m a n
leve l s  in  h i s  chosen  sense .  A  he ro  wi th
u n c a n n y  h e a r i n g  h a s  t h e  a u d i t o r y
sens i t iv i ty  o f  a  dog ,  ab le  to  de tec t
s o u n d s  e v e n  o u t s i d e  t h e  n o r m a l
h u m a n  r a n g e ;  o n e  w i t h  a c u t e  t o u c h
c o u l d  f e e l  a n d  e v e n  m a k e  o u t  t h e  f a i n t
i m p r e s s i o n s  l e f t  o n  a  s h e e t  o f  p a p e r
l e f t  u n d e r  o n e  o n  w h i c h  a  n o t e  w a s
w r i t t e n .

WWeeaalltthh  iinn  tthhee  LLiivviinngg  DDeeaatthh
CCaammppaaiiggnn  
I n  o r d e r  t o  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t
t h e  h e r o e s  d o  h a v e  a  " d a y  j o b "  o f
s o m e  s o r t ,  w e  d e v e l o p e d  t h e  w e a l t h
c h a r t .  S t a r t i n g  m o n e y  r e m a i n s  t h e
s a m e ;  y o u  s t a r t  w i t h  m a x i m u m  f o r
y o u r  c l a s s  o r  k i t  a n d  s p e n d  w h a t  y o u
w i s h  o n  e q u i p m e n t .  W h a t e v e r  i s  l e f t
o v e r  g o e s  i n  t h e  " C a c h e d "  c o l u m n
u n d e r  " W e a l t h "  o n  y o u r  c h a r a c t e r
s h e e t .  T h i s  m o n e y  i s  a s s u m e d  t o  b e  i n
a  b a n k  o r  u n d e r  y o u r  m a t t r e s s .  

A t  t h e  s t a r t  o f  e a c h  t o u r n a m e n t ,
you  wi l l  r ece ive  a  s e t  amoun t  o f  ca sh .
T h i s  c a s h  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  a m o u n t  o f
d i s p o s a b l e  i n c o m e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  y o u .
T h e  a m o u n t  i s  b a s e d  o n  y o u r  c l a s s  o r
k i t  a n d  a d j u s t e d  b y  t h e  a v e r a g e  o f
y o u r  W i s d o m  a n d  C h a r i s m a  ( r o u n d e d
u p ) .  

Y o u r  c a c h e d  f u n d s  a r e  o n l y  a v a i l-
ab le  i f  you  a re  ab le  to  go  to  your  loca l
b a n k  o r  y o u  c a n  t e l e g r a p h  f o r  f u n d s
wh i l e  away  f rom home  ( i . e . ,  you  a r e
s o m e w h e r e  t h a t  h a s  b o t h  a  t e l e g r a p h
a n d  a  b a n k ) ,  o r  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  a
t o u r n a m e n t .  

A t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  a d v e n t u r e  a n y
l e f t o v e r  f u n d s  m a y  b e  a d d e d  t o
c a c h e d  w e a l t h  o r  s i m p l y  s p e n t .  T h i s
a l l o w s  h e r o e s  t o  s a v e  m o n e y  f o r  a  s p e-
c i a l  p u r p o s e  o r  u n e x p e c t e d  e x p e n s e .  

T o  r e a d  t h e  c h a r t ,  c h e c k  y o u r
c l a s s / k i t  d e s c r i p t i o n ,  f i n d  t h e  s t a r t i n g
m o n e y  c o l u m n  a n d  n o t e  h o w  m a n y  d 6
a r e  l i s t e d  t h e r e .  T h e  n u m b e r  o f  d 6
t e l l s  y o u  w h i c h  c o l u m n  t o  u s e  o n  t h e
c h a r t .  T h e n ,  a d d  y o u r  W i s d o m  a n d
C h a r i s m a  s c o r e s  t o g e t h e r  a n d  d i v i d e
b y  t w o .  R o u n d  u p  a n y  f r a c t i o n s .  F i n d
t h i s  n u m b e r  o n  t h e  l e f t - h a n d  s i d e  o f
t h e  c h a r t .  R e a d  a c r o s s  t h a t  l i n e  u n t i l
y o u  g e t  t o  t h e  c o r r e c t  c o l u m n  y o u r
cha rac t e r  w i l l  r e ce ive  t h i s  amoun t  o f
m o n e y  a t  t h e  s t a r t  o f  e a c h  a d v e n t u r e .
For  example ,  i f  you  were  a  so ld ie r
( 3 d 6 )  w h o s e  a v e r a g e  o f  w i s d o m  a n d
c h a r i s m a  i s  1 2 ,  y o u  w o u l d  h a v e
$ 3 7 . 8 0  c a s h  o n  h a n d  a t  t h e  s t a r t  o f
t h e  a d v e n t u r e .  

❏
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Wealth Chart
1 d 6 2 d 6 3 d 6 4 d 6 6 d 6

4  1 . 4 5 . 6 0 1 2 . 6 0  2 8 . 0 0 6 3 . 0 0
5 1 . 7 5 7 . 0 0 1 5 . 7 5  3 3 . 6 0 7 5 . 6 0
6 2 . 1 0 8 . 4 0  1 8 . 9 0 3 9 . 2 0 8 8 . 2 0
7 2 . 4 5 9 . 8 0 2 2 . 0 5  4 4 . 8 0 1 0 0 . 8 0  
8  2 . 8 0 1 1 . 2 0 2 5 . 2 0 5 0 . 4 0 1 1 3 . 4 0
9 3 . 1 5 1 2 . 6 0 2 8 . 3 5 5 6 . 0 0 1 2 6 . 0 0

1 0 3 . 5 0 1 4 . 0 0 3 1 . 5 0 6 1 . 6 0 1 3 8 . 6 0
1 1 3 . 8 5 1 5 . 4 0 3 4 . 6 5  6 7 . 2 0 1 5 1 . 2 0
1 2 4 . 2 0 1 6 . 8 0 3 7 . 8 0 7 2 . 8 0 1 6 3 . 8 0
1 3 4 . 5 5 1 8 . 2 0 4 0 . 9 5 7 8 . 4 0 1 7 6 . 4 0
1 4 4 . 9 0 1 9 . 6 0 4 4 . 1 0 8 4 . 0 0 1 8 9 . 0 0
1 5 5 . 2 5 2 1 . 0 0 4 7 . 2 5 8 9 . 6 0 2 0 1 . 6 0
1 6 5 . 6 0 2 2 . 4 0 5 0 . 4 0 9 5 . 2 0 2 1 4 . 2 0
1 7 5 . 9 5 2 3 . 8 0 5 3 . 5 5 1 0 0 . 8 0 2 2 6 . 8 0
1 8 6 . 3 0 2 5 . 2 0 5 6 . 7 0 1 0 0 . 8 0 2 2 6 . 8 0


